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« 'There is no young Perſon of a tolerable Capacity, of the Age 
of ten, or upwards, but may be led on gradually through a 
« Scheme, or View of Natural and Revealed Religion, from 
the firſt Principles of common Senſe.” Thoughts oa Educa- 
tion by the Author of Britain's Remembrancer. 


« Reaſon purſu'd is Faith; and unpurſu'd 
«© Where Proof invites, tis Reaſon, then, no more.“ 


Comp. IV. 


Who, by reaſon of Uſe, have their Senſes exerciſed (ytynu⁰μnPv 
Sue, as Wreſtlers are trained up certamine gymnico) to diſ- 
cern ( med;$1d4ugi7iy for Severing and Differencing) between 
Good and Evil, HE B. v. 14. 
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E PASTRY 


THE 


RECOMMENDATION. 


O ſeaſon the Minds of Children with 
good Inſtruction, as ſoon as Reaſon 
begins to dawn, is a Duty incumbent on all 
to whom their Education is committed z as 
this is the moſt effectual Method of reſtrain- 
ing the Power and Influence of corrupt Af- 
ſections, which naturally take Root in young 
and uncultivated Minds, and often prove the 
Sources of Wickedneſs and Miſery in the 
After-Stages of Life; and yet nothing, per- 
haps, has been, and is ſo little attended to, 
in the modern Plan of Education. To aſk 
them proper 1 ſuitable to their Age 
and Capacity, ſo as to open their Minds, by 
degrees, and to convey Light and Know- 
ledge into them with Eaſe and Delight; to 
excite and aſſiſt their Enquiries after moral 
and divine Truths, and to make and leave 
the Impreſſion of their Excellence and Im- 
portance deep on their Hearts; it muſt be 
owned, is an Undertaking, in the Execu- 


tton of which great Piety and Wiſdom are 
requiſite, 


A 2 Wih 
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iv The RECOMMENDATION. 


With the moſt benevolent and Chriſtian 
Diipoſition to aſſiſt thoſe who are well diſ. 
poſed in ſo good a Work, we are perſuaded 
the Author of theſe Religions Exerciſes ven- 
tures on the Publication of them; and there 
is fo much good Senſe, and ſuch a warm 
and friendly Spirit of Piety breathing in 
them; ſuch a Plainneſs and Perſpicuity in 
the Queſtions propoſed, and ſo many II- 
luſtrations of their Truth, by ſenſible and 
familiar Objects, that we cannot but think 
they are well adapted to the Perſons and 
Purpoſes for which they are intended: And 
as there is nothing we more ardently wiſh 
than the Proſperity of the riſing Generation, 
we cannot but recommend the deſerving 
Author, and his pious Attempt, to the Blel- 
Gng of God, and the favourable —_— 


of . Public, 


Los box, Jon BaRK ER, 
May 4, 1745. SAMUEL CHANDLER, 


THE 


T0 THE 


R E A D E R: 


BEE STS YEH. 


Parents and Inſtructors of YouTn, 


S the following Performance is de- 
ſigned for the Benefit of the riſing 
Age, and aims at informing their 
Judgments, and ſettling them in religious 
Principles before they launch out into Buſt 
neſs and Employments for Life ; I know 
not better how to introduce it than with the 
Advice of the renowned Lord Verulam in his 
Diſcourſe on Self. Policy, or the Doctrine of 
riſing in Life Rather than eagerly pur- 
« ſue Fortune, Mankind ſhould reſt 


the corner Stone of Divinity and Philoſo pby, | 


both which nearly agree in the Thing 
which ought firſt to be ſought, For 


Divinity ſays, Seek ye firſt the Kingdom. of 


God, and all other Things ſhall be added 
unto you: So Philofophy directs us firſt to 
ſeek the Goods of the Mind; and the reſt 


* will either be ſupplied or not much want- 


A 3 «ag. 


vi © To the READ RER. 


* Advice worthy to be improved 
by all who wiſh well to themſelves or their 
Offspring: And therefore all ſuch ſnould moſt 
—_— diſcover the ſolid Baſis on which 
Religion and Virtue ſtand, and ſeek by all 
Means to inform the opening Mind, of the 
Full Evidences which are at hand, in proof 
that Religion is the greateſt and moſt impor- 
tant Reality : ; that ſo they may from Judę- 
ment, and with Satisfaion, reſt on this Cor- 
ner Stone, and not think it weak and worth- 
leſs as the Sand. Bur Prayer, fervent Pray- 
er, ſhould accompany ſuch Endeavours ; be- 
cauſe in the Words of the above celebrated 
Writer—** This Foundation laid by human 
„Hands, is ſometimes placed upon the Sand 
«© —yet the ſame Foundation is ever by the 
divine Hand, fix*d upon a Rock,” If ever 
there was a call for Parents and Inſtructors 
to labour this Point it is at preſent, for Rea- 
fons too many and obvious to need the men- 
tioning. The vaſt importance of laying a 
good Foundation by religious Education 1s 
almoſt univerſally g oranted ; and yet how de- 
plorably it is neglected i in this Day of nfi- 
delity, Luxury, Gaily, and Inconſideration. 
Alt may therefore be ſaid to be the 7 
epycv of all who wiſh well to Youth, who 
deſire the Preſervation of true Religion, (Su- 
perſtition and Popery may indeed well enough 


Vide Philoſophical Works of Francis Bacon, by 
Peter Shaw, M. D. Vol. iſt. p. 233. 
ſubſiſt 


ſubſiſt without it) who long to have our Iſles 
a Praiſe in the Earth for Piety, Probity, and 
Virtue , the grand Endeavour of ſuch ſhould 
be to convey the cleareſt Notices of divine 
Truths to the Underftandings of young Per- 
ſons, and the deepeſt Impreſſions of the Good 
or Evil that will follow on n pratiical regarding 
or diſregarding them It being thus, the 
Author of the enſuing Work hopes for a 
candid Reception, becauſe his Deſign is cer- 
tainly commendable, however he may fail 
in executing it: And as his atm was not 
Eloquence, or to gain the Name of a fine 
Writer, but to convey, in the eaſieſt Man- 
ner, the Knowledge of the moſs weighty Truths, 
and ſtir up ſuitable Affectious with regard to 
them; and all this in ignorant, weak, and 


tender Minds, it is hoped this will be a ſufft- 


cient Apology for the Method and Manner 
of handling the various Subjects. There is 
an endeavour to lead the Pupil Step by Step 
from the firft Principles of common Senſe, 
and intuitive Truths to the nobleſt Heights 
of Chriſtian Faith, chiefly arguing from ſuch 
received Principles or Concluſions drawn 
from them: And to this it is owing that 
the Anſwers are not in common ſet down, 
but left for the Learner to ſupply. And in- 
deed its more for the Benefit of the Reader 
and the Scholar, to form the Anſwer in their 
own Minds, (this muſt engage their Atten- 
tion) than to have them printed —— 

| yes. 


To the READER. vun 


vili To the READER, 

Eyes. Attention is the Thing wanted on our 
part, and for want of this, Ignorance, groſs 
Tenorance, reigns even when means of In- 
ſtruction in the ordinary Way of Queſtion 
and Anſwer are diligently uſed. How com. 
mon to obſerve that plain Truths are en- 
quired after in Queſtions put to Youth, and 
the Anſwer as plainly returned, and the An- 
ſwerer knows never tne more ? The Reaſon 
is there was no Attention, no exerciſe of Judg- 
ment, but only of Memory. We all know 
it is not reading, or treaſuring up in the Me- 
mory ; that of itſelf informs the Fudęment or 
affects the Heart; but Apprebenſion, Diſcern- 
ment, conſidering the Agreement or Diſa- 
greement of Ideas with what is true or falſe, 
right or wrong, good, bad, or indifferent, 
Theſe Conſiderations will, its believed, ju- 
ſtify this Method ; or if more need be ſaid, 
there are many Reaſons hinted at in the Pre- 
face to The humble Attempt to aſſiſt Parents 
and Maſters in the Inſtruftion of Youth. 
That this Work, which has taken up 
much Time and Pains in compoſing, may 
be proſpered, it is firſt laid at the Redeem- 
er's Feet for heavenly Benedict ion, and then 
preſented to all into whoſe Hands it ſhall 
come, for their ſerious Reading and faithful 
Improvement ; with earneſt Requeſt that 
Inſtructors will not grudge the Pains to be 
taken with Learuers, in putting the Interro- 
gations to their Judgment, and waiting their 
| Anſwers. 
4 
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Anſwers. = O, Sirs! be not indolent 
and unconcerned in ſuch weighty Work ! 
Remember the Zoutb are ſhortly to be Men. 
Will it be honourable to you or them, 
that they prove Men of no Knowledge in 
Religion, and Morality ; and of no Prin- 
ciples but what are bad? Remember they 
are ſoon to launch out from under your Eye, 
into the midſt of Temptations from Atheiſts 
and Infidels, Sadducees and Senſualiſts, Po- 
piſh Emiſſaries, (many more of theſe thro? 
this Nation than is generally apprehended) 
and ſuperſtitious formal Profeſſors, who arc 
Enemies to the Power of Godlineſs as much 
as any; and it muſt be owned, (after the 
moſt charitable Judgment is formed of 
this Matter) with great Grief, that not- 
withſtanding all the. Judgments and Mer- 
cies God has viſited this Kingdom with, 
it ſtill abounds with Men of theſe odious 
Characters. Be tender therefore of the Souls 
of your dear Charge, and ſpare no Pains in 
labouring to fix in them (under the Bleſſing 
of God on your laudable Endeavours) right 
Apprehenſions of the Nature of true Religion, 
guarding againſt Popery, Superſtition and 
Bigotry, on the one hand, and Infidelity, Li- 


ertiniſm, and Indifference, as to Articles of 


Faith, and all Religion, on the other. No Sub- 
jects can be more important than thoſe before 


you for Conſideration. May your . 


To the READE K. ix 


x To the READER. 


be proportioned, and Succeſs as remarkable ! 
Youth thus trained up, and then placed in 
religious Families, may be the Glory of the 
next Age, an Ornament to Religion, and 
Bulwark againſt the lawleſs Power of France, 
and the unwearied Attempts of Rome, to en- 
ſlave, in Body and Mind, a free and brave 


People. That you may ſincerely uſe, and 


God graciouſly proſper this Work, is, and 
ſhall be, the unfeigned Prayer of the Au- 
thor, 


HADbLEIOA, 
Dec. gth, 1747. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HOUGH the following Work be caſt into the 
Form of a Series of Interrogations, for the 
greater Benefit of thoſe who are to inſtru, and to be 
inſtructed, yet it may be read, with little, if any In- 
convenience, as a connected Diſcourſe, under the ſeveral 
Heads ſpecified, without any particular Regard to the 
Queſtions as being diſtintt. And thus it may ſerve the 
| Chriſtian in his Cloſet Exerciſes, and the Maſter of the 
Family, when reading to his Children and Servants, 
and all others, as well as the Inſtructor, when pro- 
feſſedly engaged in forming the Minds of Youth to the 
Diſcernment of theſe Truths, 


BOOKS lately publiſped, printed for R. 
HzeTT, at the Bible and Crown in the 
Poultry. 


J. N humble Attempt to aſſiſt Parents 
and Maſters, in the religious Inſtruc- 


tion of Youth ; being Explanations on ſixteen 


ſelect Paſſages of Scripture : Containing ſome 
of the principal Heads of Chriſtian Faith and 
Practice. With a plain and familiar Exa- 
mation on, and application of each, to the 
Judgment and Conſcience of the Learner. 
To which are added, a Letter of compaſ- 
ſionate Advice to the young Reader, Mor- 
ning and Evening Prayers, ſhort Medita- 
tions, Sc. The ſecond Edition, with Ad- 
ditions, leading the Inſtructor to guard his 
Pupil againſt many of the evil Principles and 
Practices of Popery. Price 4 d. or 3 5. 6 d. 
per Dozen. 

II. An earneſt Invitation to all profane 
Perſons to repent: Or, An Help for Re- 
covery from the deteſtable Habit of pro- 
fane Swearing and Curſing: With a ſpecial 
Regard to the Army and Navy. 


III. The Sabbath - Breakers Monitor; or 


an earneſt Invitation to all Violators of the 
Lord's-Day to return to their Duty. 

Theſe" two Tracts are 3 d. each, ſingle, or 
16 s. per Hundred to thoſe pious and truly 
charitable Perſons, who lend their Aſſiſtance to 
put a Stop to Profaneneſs and Immorality, by 
diſperſing among the Poor, Tratts ſuited 10 
thoſe Purpoſes, 


IV, 


I 


IV. A friendly Addreſs to Britih Mari- 
ners, more eſpecially thoſe in the Royal 
Navy. Price 2 4. or 10s. 6d. per Hund, 
to thoſe that give them away. 

V. The ſhining Convert ; or Riches of 
Divine Grace diſplay'd: Being Memoirs of 
God's gracious Dealing with a poor illiterate 
Huſbandman Thomas Seeger, of Kerſey in 
Suffolk, iſſuing in his Converſion, from a 

moſt dreadful State of Ignorance and Irreli- 
gion, to eminent Piety and Virtue. Calculated 
for general Benefit, eſpecially to advance the 
Redeemer's Honour, eſtabliſh, improve, and 
comfort his faithful Followers. To which is 
added, a Sermon occaſioned by .his happy 
Death. | 

Price 1 8. or 9 s. per Dozen, to thoſe truly 
pious Perſons who are diſpoſed to promote a like 
Reformation, by giving theſe Memoirs away, a. 
Example draws where Precept fails. Th 

VI. The infincere Profeſſor, and real Chri- 
ſtian; delineated in two oppoſite Deſcrip- 
tions. 1. Of the governing Qualities of the WM wh 
Soul, and Practice of the Life of an uncon- 
verted or inſincere Prefeſſor. 2. The Qua Ke 
lities and Practice of a true Convert, or ſin- Han 
cere Chriſtian; with Exhortation and Ad- 
vice to each. Deſigned to make the Work ¶ deſi 
of Self-Acquaintance and Examination more Ii bey 

eaſy and profitable, both to young and ald. & 
To which are added, Prayers on ſeveral Or- 
caſions, for a Family and a private Perſon. P 

Price 6d. or 58. per Dozen 10 toje tha Grin 

give them away, | 


All the above Ly ISAAC TOMS, 
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CHAPTER I. 


Introduction to Religious Exerciſes, containing 


a Definition of the Term Religion, and Ex- 
planations on it, &c. 


| 
i 

RELIGIOUs EXERCISES, þ 
| 


Between Tutor and Pupil. 


S REOTION I. 
Definition and Explanation. 


Tutor, T Am going to inſtruct you in Re- 
1 ligion, and it is therefore proper 
that you ſhould firſt underſtand 

what is meant by it. 

By Religion here, is meant ſuch an even 
Regard to Almighty God, as produces a con- 
flant Deſire and Endeavour to pleaſe and obey 
him in all Things. The Perſon, who is daily 
deſiring and endeavouring to pleaſe and o- 
bey God in all things, is @ religious Perſon. 

Q, From this Definition can you tell me 
who is a religious Perſon ? 


FWP 


— 
* 


BY 


Ea KT 


Pupil. A. The Perſon who is daily de- 
B 9. If 


bring, Ce. 


2 


God in all Things ? 


2 REer1iciovs EXERCISES. 


9, If a Perſon profeſſes, and appears to 
have a regard to God, is that enough, tho 
it 1s not hearty and real ? 

©, If a Perſon has ſome true Regard to 
God, and ſhews it Morning and Evening, 
and one Day in ſeven, is this enough to 
make him religious ? 

9. If a Perſon has ſuch a true Regard to 
God, as produces Wiſhes and Deſires, but 
no proper Endeavours, is he religious? 

A Muſt a truly religious Man have ſuch 
a daily Regard to God, as will produce a 
daily Endeavour to do his Will, as well as 
produce ſome Wiſhes ? 

2, Is it enough, if a Man endeavour to 
obey God in ſome particular Inſtances ? 

. Muſt he reſolve not to allow himſelf 
in the Practice of any thing God forbids ? 

2. May not he allow himſelf to omit 
ſome things, which he knows God requires? 

2, Muſt he endeavour to obey, and pleaſe 


2: And this daily? 
2: Don't you think it is enough if a Man 1 

is honeſt, charitable, and ſober, though he 
does not worſhip and honour God ? pr 
9. Or if a Man worſhips God in public br 
or private, and appear pious, is it not e- a 
nough, though he be not righteous, merci- I 
but, charitable and fober ? Ch 
Won't great Pretences to Faith in the 


100 Jeſus Chriſt, and Zeal for Chriſtian 
Reh- 


Rert1icious ExRCISES. 3 


Religion, together with the Appearance of 
Piety, be enough? 

9. Muſt Truth and Juſtice, Mercy and 
Charity towards all Men, and Sobriety, Pu- 
rity, Humility, and heavenly Mindedneſs 
go together, with a ſacred Regard to the 
Honour of God, and Jeſus Chriſt ? 

2. Give me therefore the four general 
Things, which are included under Chriſtian 
Religion. 

A. Piety to God, Faith in Chriſt, Righ- 
teouſneſs and Charity towards Men, and So-. 
briety in ourſelves, Or, | 


A pious Heart to God, Faith in his Son, 
Juſt, kiad, and ſober—So the Prize is won. 


APPLICATION. | 

Upon the whole therefore, I hope you 
underſtand what Religion is, and will take 
care to remember it muſt proceed from the 
Heart, not Form and Cuſtom ; it muſt be 
a daily Deſire and Endeavour, not only. 
once in a great while; and it muſt be to do 
all God's Commands; not this or that only, 
as ſuits beſt with Inclinatton or Intereſt. 
Pray take care that God has your Heart 
firſt, and then your Life. Never ſeparate 
(as many in this Age do) Righteouſneſs and 
Sobriety from Piety to God, and Faich in 
Chriſt; who count it enough, if they are 
honeſt, merciful and ſober, though they 
with-hold ſincere Worſhip, Dependance, 
B 2 | Faith, 
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4 REIIOIOoUSs ExERCISES: 


Faith; Fear, and Love from God, and their 


Redeemer z neither do you on the other 
hand ever ſeparate Faith, Worſhip and Re- 


gard to God and Chriſt, from Righteouſneſs 


and Sobriety, which yet many in all Ages 
have done, to the great Diſcredit of Reli- 
gion: For, ſtrictly ſpeaking, Regards to 
God and Chriſt, make up your Religion 
and the Regard to Righteouſneſs and So- 
briety, and whatever is fit in itſelf (without 


à particular Regard to God) makes Virtue z 


but as God commands theſe laſt, as well as. 
the former, they are to be practiſed, becauſe 
he commands them, and ſo doing, they 
are as much religious Acts as Prayer and 
Praile. Tell me therefore what 1s it to 
be truly religious. 

A. To have ſuch an even Regard to Al- 
mighty God, as produces a conſtant Deſire 
and Endeavour to pleaſe and obey him in all 
things. 

9. What way have you of knowing what 
God commands you to believe and do, has 
he made known his Will to Men ? 

A. Yes, in the holy Scriptures, 

Q Is there any way beſide the holy Scrip- 


Fares — 


2, What do you think of the Reaſon and 


' Conſcience God has given you? | 
2. Don't you think he commands you to 
regard them, rather than your Paſſions and 


inclinations ? 2 


9, Which 


RzLticiovs Exzxers zs. 5 

" Which are the Ways therefore you 

have of knowing what God requires of you ? 

A. Scripture, Reafon, and Conſcience, — 

9. Should you not therefore be deſirous 

that ſome Perſon would be at the pains to 

inſtruct you in what Scripture, Reaſon, and 

Conſcience, require of you, that ſo you may 

the better pleafe and obey God ? 

And ſhould you not attend with Plea- 

ſure, and pray io Gd that he will bleſs the 

| Endeavours of ſuch to make you wiſe and 

good? 

d I ſhall begin to inſtru you, by leading 

; you on through the plaineſt Steps, till brought 
) 


to diſcern Truths of the moſt exalted Nature.” 


Be humbly teachable, and you will find 
Br:ght Scenes cf RM op'ning to your Mind.” 


8 Excellence, © Realonablench, Advantage and. 
Obligation F Religion and Virtue. 


= | 82 1. II. 
Excellence of Religion. 
F Hich is the more excellent Crea- 
ture, a Beaſt or a Man? 


©. Which is the more excellent State, a 


d State of Sleep and Inactivity, or of Wake- 
falneſs and Action? 
4 Q. Which is the moſt excellent Employ- 


ment of any Being, a low and mean Em- 


p.oymcnt, or the nobleſt it is capable of ? 
B 3 9. Which 


* 


6 REILICOIOVS ExzRCIs 8. 
Which is beſt, to be employed about 


Eating, Drinking and Playing, or in gain- 


ing Knowledge and doing Good? 

9, What is the more excellent Part of 
Man, his Soul or his Body ? | 

9. Which are the nobleſt Capacities of Man, 
his Senſes, or his Underſtanding and Will? 

+ ©, Which is the nobleſt Object he can 
employ his Mind on.—God and his Will, or 
what promotes Riches, Honour, and Pleaſure? 

9. Is it not commendable and. excellent 


to employ one's and Will in 


the beſt manner one can? 

2; What then is the nobleſt Exerciſe of a 
Man ?—Is it to employ his nobleft Faculties, 
Reaſon and Will on the nobleſt Objects, 
God and his Commandments, and this in the 
beſt manner he can? 

2, Can't you think of a more excellent 
way of living for a Man than this is? 

9. Will this improve his Underſtanding, 
better his Heart, and make him like to 
Chriſt, and pleaſing to God? 

ls not he the moſt excellent Man, who 


is — like Chriſt, and moſt pleaſing to 


God; 2 


A. Ves, he's moſt excellent of all our Race 
That molt like Chritt, beſt pleaſes God, thro' Grace, 


APPLICATION. 


Thus, you may ſee that Religion is the 
beſt thing Men are capable of; for it wy 


ICC, 


the 


REeLl1iGlovs EXERCISES, 


7 
Employment of our nobleſt Powers, Under- 
ſtanding and Will, on the nobleſt Objects, 
God and his Will; and this in the beſt man- 


ner we are able to do. You ſce therefore 
that Religion is not a mean and low Em- 
ployment, but the nobleſt you are * 
ble of. 


SECT. II. 
| Reaſonablenefs of Religion. 


AOlnce Religion is moſt excellent, is it 

O not moſt reaſonable that you ſhould 
chuſe and practiſe it before all other things? 

9. As God is the moſt excellent of all 
Beings, is it not moſt reaſonable that you 
ſhould eſteem him moſt? 

2. Since God is the ſupreme Laid; and 
King of the World, and you are now under 
his Government, is it not an you 
ſhould obey him? 

9. As he is the. beſt of all to you, having 
never ceaſed from doing you Good, both 
for Body and Soul, ſince he gave you Being, 
is it not reaſonable you ſhould moſt grate- 
fully love him? 

9. Should you not love thoſe who do you 
Good ? 

9. Since all Happineſs is in his Hand, 
and abſolutely at his Diſpoſal, 1s not endea- 
vouring to pleaſe him the moſt reaſonable 
thing in the World? 

: N ls 
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2. Is it not the greateſt Folly to make 
him your Enemy, who alone can make you 
happy, and can make you exquifitely mi- 
ferable ? 

. Since you are his Creature, and wholly 
live upon him, is it not reaſonable you ſhould 
live as he would have you do? 

9. Has not every Owner a Right to diſ- 

e of his own? 

| ©. ls it nat as highly reaſonable that you 


thould love and obey God, as your Parent, 


ydur Maſter, or your Prince ? e 
H. Tes. 


To love and well obey the Holy One, 
The higheſt Reaſon is, as al muſt own, 


AvpPLiCATION, 
This Love and Obedience to God is Re- 


ligion, and includes all right and virtuous 
Behaviour in it, from hence you may fee 
what I am inviting you to is the moſt rea- 


fonable thing in the World. 


. . 
Advantage of Religion. 


9. On't you know that there are ſuck} 


things as Stocks, Pillories, Pri- 


ſons, and Gibbets, who are they provided 


tor ? 
9. Are there any Laws to puniſh Men 


for being good? 


2.1f 
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9. If you forget God, are you not likely 
to run into Sin, and then become very wic- 
ked, and ſo very miſerable *? | 

9. Mayn't you, if you diſregard God, be- 
come a Liar, a Swearer, a Thief, or even a 
Murderer, and ſo be infamous in Life, and 
at Death; and miſerable to all Eternity? 

Q. There are Thouſands now in Priſons 
to be puniſhed, how might they have eſcaped - 
being there ? 

9. If you would eſcape being there, is it 
not the ſure way for you to fear God, and to 
obey him ? | 

Thus, if you are good, you are not likely 
to fuffer as a Criminal, 

9. But don't you think a wicked Man 
feels a great deal of Uneaſinefs in himſelt, 
and 1s very fearful of Death ? 

9. Have you never felt a Concern, when 
you have done wrong, perhaps been diſobe- 


* It may be very proper to inlarge on theſe Things, 
ſo as to — — — doe the want of. 
Keligion and Virtue is the ready way to the Stroke of 
Juttice; the Progreſs of Vice from diſregarding, to op- 
ſoſing Conſcience, from neglecting of Prayer and read- 
ing the Scriptures, to breaking the Lord's-Day, Swear- 
ing, Drunkenneſs, Leweneſs, Sc. and the Degrees of. 
Puniſhment, as the Stocks, Houſe of Correction, &c. 
Theſe Things familiarly repreſented, will greatly af- 
fect the Mind; and it may be proper to acquaint them, 
tat Indictments often run in this Form, Net ha vi 


1% Fear of God before their Eyes. 0 
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dient to your Parents, or offended God ſome 


other way? 
9. Do you think a good Man finds Pain 


in his Mind, becauſe he is good? 


Q. Which of the two do you think God is 
a Friend to, the religious or the urchgious 
Man ? 

2. Can a wicked Man rejoice in God as 
his Friend, or look Death in the Face with- 
out Fear ? 

& Or muſt he dread both as an Enemy! ? 

But what may the good Man do? 


A. He may rejoice in God, and meet 


Death without Horror. 

Q. Since Religion will keep you from 

Sin, and much temporal Puniſhment, and 
make you good, is not this a great Advan- 
ener |. 
S But, don't you alſo think that God 
will make a public Difference between the 
Righteous and the Wicked, between thoſe 
who love and obey him, and thoſe who do 
not? 

Q: Won't the wiſe and righteous God, 
ſome time or other, reward the goed Man 
greatly, and make him proportionably 


happy, as he has been humble and faith- 


ful? 
: Where do you think he will thus re- 


ward the Righteous ? 


O. Where do you think he will puniſh 


the Wicked? 
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APPLICATION. 


Thus, if you attend, you will ſee that 
Religion and Virtue will be greatly pro- 
fitable now; as, firſt, they will keep you 
from deſerving and Alling under public 
Puniſhment; 2dly, from the feeling Pain 
of Mind, and Dread of God's Vengeance, 
and, at the ſame time, give you Peace and 
Joy in God; and, what is ſtil] more, 3dly, 
be rewarded at laſt with the Happineſs of 
Heaven, Theſe Advantages you 'may de- 
pend upon, and *tis likely God will alſo 
proſper you here, as well as-hereafter,— 

9, What are the three ſpecial Advantages 
you may depend on, upon being truly reli- 
gious ? 

A. 1. Preſervation from deſerving public 
Puniſnments. 2. Deliverance from Diftreſs 
of Soul, ariſing from Guilt, wich an actual 
Enjoyment of Peace'of Conſcience. 3. Re- 
wards in the heavenly World, through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord, 


Religion guards from Guilt and public Shame, 
Brings Joy, and Heaven thro' the Redeemer' s Name. 


8er. V. 
Obligation to Religion. 


12 02 you not to prefer what is moſt 


— reaſonable and advan- 


ageous ? 
9, "And 
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9, And ſhan't you deſerve to be puniſh. 
ed, if you contemn it, and practiſe what is 
moſt baſe, unreaſonable and hurtful ? 

©. Can you think of any thing baſer, 
than to deſpiſe and reject God, who is the 
beſt of all Beings, to whom you are ſo much 
obliged 3 and to love and practiſe Sin, which 
is, 1. the worſt thing in itſelf; 2. moſt 
hateful to God; and, 3. moſt hurtful to 


yourſelf, and all the World about you? 


©, Ought you not to do what is moſt 
reaſonable, and ſhan't you deſerve to be 
puniſhed if you do not? 

9. But Love and Obedience to God, is 
not only moſt excellent and reaſonable, but 
ſtrictly neceſſary z you are bound to do it, 
for God has ſo commanded.Muſt you 
not do what God commands? 

9, Let me hear you give a Reaſon why 
you ſhould not do as God commands you,— 

Q: Are you not God's Creature? 

9, Is it not he who daily provides for 
you ? | 
Q: Are you not under his Government; 
does not he rule in Heaven and Earth? 

Q: Should you not ſubmit to his Govern- 
ment, and obey his Laws ? 

9, If you don't obey him, what are you, 
a wicked or a good Perſon? 

Q: Should a good Parent make no Dif- 


ference between wicked and good Chil- 


dren? 
Q. Don't 


ME. @ It... ²⁰ 
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9. Don't you ſee and know, that every 
Child, Servant and Subject ought 10 be, 
i. e. is in Duty bound to be, obedient ? 

9. What do you think ought to be done 
to them, if they are not? 

9. Since God is the moſt kind and boun- 
tiful Father, your Owner, and righteous 
Maſter, your ſupreme King and Governor, 
mult you not either obey him, or elſe own 
in your Conſcience, that you deſerve to be 
puniſhed ? —— 

A. Yes, I'm conſtrain'd to own this. 

Not to obey my Maker and my God 

Merits the Strokes of his avenging Rod. 


| "APPLICATION | 
Think therefore, my young Friend, often 
of this thing, if I don't obey God, I muſt 
condemn myſelf. Remember it is your 
Duty therefore to be religious, and never 
ſorget what you have now owned to me, 
That to ſtrive daily to do what God com- 
mands, is the moſt excellent, reaſonable, advan- 
tageous and neceſſary thing in the World, If 
hereafter you retuſe ſo to do, your Conſcience 
ſhall own you deſerve to be puniſhed, and 
God will certainly give you what you deſerve, 
it you reject his Grace to the laſt. 
Ah! then you'll wiſh, in agonizing Pain, 
Jo have one Day one Hour of Grace again 
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SA H. 


5 ome of the plaineſt Arguments for the = 
and Providence of God. 


PRhoor l. 
Gods Being and Attributes. 


S Ee r. I. 


Arguments drawn from the Wiſdom, Power 
and Goodneſs viſible in the ſereral Paris of 


the Creation. 


Tur, ERE is a Watch *. Look 
at it, my young Friend, at- 
tentively ;—conſider how many and different 


the Parts are; — what Contrivance there is in 


each ;—the Agreement of the Parts to each 
other ;—and the Union of the whole to an- 
twer a certain wiſe Purpoſe. Is not much 
Skill and Art requiſite to make ſuch an 
one ? 

9. Are not you ſure that the ſeveral 
Parts were made and put together by ſome 


Perſon or other, of Underſtanding and Skill 


in this Work? 


It ſeems proper to ſhew the Youth this or ſome 
Piece of Workmanſhip, that may gain his Attention, 
convince him of the Maker's Skill, and leave an Im- 
Preſſion on his Imagination, 

2, Thus, 


D» 2 H 7 ws MT bod 
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Q. Thus, if you look on a Cabinet, or a 
Houſe, don't the plain Marks of the Work- 
man's Skill appear? and muſt you not con- 
clude, that the one and the other was the 
Effect of the Power and Skill of a wiſe- and 
ſkilful Maker? 

9, Will it not always be reaſonable to 
conclude from equal, and eſpecially from 
more Marks of Wiſdom and Power, that it 
is the Workmanſhip of a fkilful Artiſt ? 

9. Thus, if you muſt conclude that an 
Horn-Book was made with Art and Skill, 
becauſe it has Marks of it; you have more 
Reaſon to conclude that this Book was fo, 
becauſe the Marks of Skill are more in 
Number, and greater in Kind. Now, the 
more curious, complicated, and difficult the 
Work, ſo much the more Evidence there 
will be for this Truth. The Maker of this 
was a wiſe and powerful Being. And if the 
Performance involves in it a Diſcovery of 
Beneficence, and tends to promote Happi - 
neſs, then in proportion as it does, fo it 
proves that the Being is beneficent and good, 

9. When therefore you ſee the Earth co- 
vered with Graſs, (each Blade of which is a 
curious Piece of Work) when you look on 
Flowers *, Trees, Fc. all which are Bodies 
wonderfully contrived, (as a Philoſopher can 
eaſily inform you, and your own Eyes wit- 


For charming Entertainment and moral Inſtruc- 
tion, ſee Reflections on a Fleer Garden. 


C 2 neſs) 
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neſs) ſhould you not look upon them as ſe- 
veral Pieces of Work made by a moſt ſkil- 
tul Artiſt ? 

Q. When you ſee Fiſhes glide through 
the Water, or Birds ſkim through the Air; 
or Inſects, and Beaſts feeding and ſporting, 
what ſhould you think. of them ? 

2, What ſhould you conclude from the 
amazing Skill, Power and Goodneſs ſhewn 
in their Formation ? | | 
2. Should you not conclude, that there is 
a Being of unſearchable Knowledge, Power 


and Goodneſs, who made them? 


2 When you are conſidering other things, 
ſhould you forget to take notice of yourſelf? 
2, When you conſider your Body in its 
ſeveral Parts, don't you ſee in each a won- 
derful Contrivance? 
©. If I was to ſhew ycu a curious Image 
of a Man, would you not admire it, and 
praiſe the Statuary ? 

Q,; What then ſhould you do, when you 
have Eyes that can ſee, Ears that can hear, 
Hands ſo wonderfully. made, both for Ser- 
vice and Beauty, ſhould you not be fully 


perſuaded that you are the Work of a wile, 


powerful and good Being? 

9. Should you not admire his Skill, ſtand 
in awe of his Power, and learn to truſt in it; 
and love his Goodneſs, and be won by it ta 
chearful Obedience ? 

A. Maſt certainly I ought, 


Tulor. 


RELricious EXERCISES, 17 


Tutor. You do right in admiring the Con- 
trivance and Skill of a Statuary, and a Watch- 
maker; but there is not one Member of 
| your Body, but has more Skill in it than all 
| theſe put together. Every ſingle Bone 


ö in your Body (of which you have not fewer 

than 284) has, as the Learned will inform 
| you *, above forty Deſigns or Intentions 
| anſwered in it; fo that there are about 
11644 Diſplays of Contrivance and Skill in 
3 your Bones, —— But none can tell what the 


Amount is, when the Skin, Muſcles, Liga- 
ments, Veſſels, Glandules, Humours, and 


» what is much more wonderful than any of 
| theſe ſeparately taken, the Variety and Mul- 
3 titude of Deſigns in their Situation, Cc. in 
- every Member made up of theſe ſeveral 

Parts, Here we are loſt, the Ends are 


ſo many, and the Wiſdom is exquiſite and 
d infinite. 
9. What then ſhould the Conſideration 


Ju of yourſelf lead you to conclude ? 

ly A. That I am the Work cf a moſt viſe, 
. powerful and good Being. 

ly 9, Are not therefore the Fruits of the 


e, Earth, Graſs, Corn, Herbs and Trees; 
Fiſhes, Birds, Inſects, Reptiles, Beaſts and 
ad Men; are not all theſe to be regarded as fo 


t; many Pieces of divine Art, and the Opera- 
0 tion of God's Hand ? 


See Willins's Nat. Relig. L. 1. c. 6. 
It; C 3 9. Don't 
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Watch *? | 


God, and the Works of the greatcſt Artiſts, to ſhew 


9, Don't theſe ſhew you, that there is a 
powerful, wife and good Being, who made 
you and all theſe Things ? F 
Qt. For is there not in each of theſe not 
only as many and clear, but incomparably 
more and brighter Marks of wiſe Contri- 
vance, and powerful Execution, than in this 


©, Muſt you not therefore as (nay, if 
poſſible, more) firmly believe that theſe 
Things are the Works of a wiſe and power- 
ful Being, as that a Watch is made by a 


Workman ? 


Q: Suppoſe you look above to the Hea- 
vens, and there obſerve the Clouds ſwim- 
ming in the Air, at proper time to water 


1 ern a « 


* It would be a — proper way to convince the 
Learner of the vaſt Difference between the Works of 


him ſome of them through a Microſcope; by which 
means, as the excellent Brſhop #/4ins obterves, * The 
« former would appear adorned with all imaginable Ele- 
«« gance ard Beauty, whilft the moſt curious Works of 
Men will appear rude and bungling, the ſineſt ſharpeſt 
% Ncedle appears as blunt as a Bar of Iron, and the moſt 
« accurate Engravings ſeem as if they had been done 
* with a Mattock ora Trowel.”— Wi1k. Nat. Rel. L. I. 
c. 6.-——! ſhould earneſtly recommend it to Parents and 
Maſters who can do it, to take this Method of convincing 
their Children of the Excellence of the Works of God; 
it may have many good Effects, and may bring them to 
delight in ſearching out the Wiidom and Goodneſs con- 
tained in them, prevent Idleneſs, tcach Humility, poſ- 
ſeſs the Mind with admiring Thoughts, and fill it wih 0! 
an habitual Reverence of che great Creator, | 
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the Earth, the Sun *, Moon and Stars mo- 
ving variouſly ; z- and then conſider, among 
other things, that by the regular Motions of 
the Sun, Day and Night, Spring, Summer, 
Autumn and Winter are made, ſhould you 
not be convinced of, and admire the Power, 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs of the great Maker 
and Preſerver of all theſe Things? 
. What do the Heavens declare to 
ou? 0 
A. The Heavens declare the Glory of 
God, and the Firmament ſheweth his Handy- 
Work. | 
9. Don't you obſerve many of thoſe vaſt 
Bodies deſcribe great Circles? Can you fling 
a Stone up into the Air, and make it deſeribe 
a Circle ? Try what you can do. 
You'll find, that before you can make it 
move round. about, as you find the Moon 
docs round the Earth, you muſt uſe Art 
with it, as putting it into a Sling, then 
muſt give it a due Degree of Motion, and 
hold it from flying away, Sc. Oh! re- 
gard that wiſe and mighty Being, who not 
only made Sun, Moon, Planets, Sc. but placed 
them as in different Slings, gave them their 
ſeveral Motions, and has and does keep them, 
by his Almighty Arm, from flying out of 


* It matters not whecher ve ſpea philoſophically 
or no. | 
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their Orbs *.— Thus, whether you conſider 
the Things whickrare in the Waters, on the 
Earth, or in the Heavens, whether you con- 
fider yourſelf or other Things, you mult, if 
you will judge by your Reaſon, conclude 
that all theſe are made by one, who is on- 
derful in Counſel, and excellent in Working 5. 
They are ſo many Pieces of Work, his 
Compoſitions and Effects; and therefore we 
muſt regard the Architect, Compoſer, and 
Cauſe, who has Power and Skill equal to all 
theſe, and who do you think that is? 

A. God Almighty. 


APPLICATION. 


Attend often to the Works of Creation, 
and let all the Skill, Power and Goodneſs, 
which you diſcern in the ſeveral Fhings 
which God has made, fill you with Admira- 
tion, Love, Truſt, and holy Fear. Endeavour 
to poſſeſs your Mind with a continual Re. 
gard to him, by reading his Power, Wiſdom 
and Beneficence, as enſtamped on all his 


Works t. : 
Dive thro' the Deep, and ſearch the World around; 
Scale Heav'n's high Arch; in all his Praiſe is found. 


* The fall Application of this Example may be ſeen 
in a valuable Book, not long ſince publiſhed, intitled, 
Matho. | 

+ 1jaiah xxviu. 29. 

Read Ray on the Creation.— Derbam's Phyfico- 
Theology. —Religious Philoſopher, Wc. Spectacle at 
la Nature; or, Nature diſplay d.—Meditations on the 
Stary Heaven. And Dr. Cotton Mather's Chriſtian 
Philoſopher, a Book highly to be eſteemed. 
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PROOꝶ¹ ell. 


From the Relation and Subſervience of the ſe- 
veral Parts, to the Preſervation and Be- 
nefit of the whole, 


SecrT; II. 


Tutor. I F every Part of the Creation, taken 

ſeparately, convinces you that it 
was made by a powerful, wiſe and good Be- 
ing, what do you think of Things, as they 

are related to each other, and ſo make up a 
vaſt and beautiful Syſtem? 

Pupil, A. The Argument is hereby 
ſtronger, in Proof that there is a God in- 
finite in Power, Wiſdom and Goodneſs. 

9. What would have become of Animals, 
if the Earth had not been covered with Graſs, 
Herbs and Trees, but had been all bare Clay 
and Gravel ? 

9. Or what if it had been covered with 
Graſs, Herbs, Gr. at firſt, but there were 
no Seeds lodged in them for their Preſerva- 
tion and Increaſe ? | 

9. Or if there had been Graſs, Herbs, 
Fc. which contained their own Seed, what 
would it have ſignified, if there had been no 
Clouds to water the Earth? or what if there 
was Rain, but no Sun? 

9, What if the Earth was as richly fur- 


niſhed, as it is now, but Men and _ 
4 
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had no Appetites ; or Appetites, but no 


Mouths ;—or Mouths, but no Stomachs ?— 
Wiſe and underſtanding Men not only ſee 


a Wiſdom in every Part of God's Work 


taken by itſelf, but in. all his Works taken 
together, and making up a Whole, and as 
plain as you diſcern a Deſign not only in 
every Letter of this Book, but in all the 
Letters ſo put together as to form Words, 
Sentences, Paragraphs; in each of which 
you find a ſeparate Senſe, and a Senſe ariſing 
from all. | 

Q: Does not compoſing a wiſe and good 
Book give greater Evidence of the Wiſdom 
and Power of the Maker, than writing an 
Alphabet,. or two or three Sentences ? 


APPLICATION. 


Look, my young Friend, upon the whole 
Creation as a Book, and attend more and 
more to the ſeveral Parts of it, and their 
Relation to one another; and they will be 
hke ſo many Words, and Sentences, that go 
to expreſs the complete Senſe of the Author. 
—You may diſcern an amazing Gradation 
from the fineſt Moſs to the ſtatelieſt Tree 
and from a Coccle or Oyſter *, up to Man, 
the Top of the inferior Creation, and *tis 

likely 


* The Polypus, which has of late ſo much enter- 
tzined and ſurprized the inquiſitive Philoſopher, might 
erhaps have been mentioned as that which is the 
— between the vegetable and animal World; but 


the Youth being a Stranger to this wonderful Creature, 
it 
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likely there .is, could we diſcern it, to the 
higheſt Archangel. And beſide the Wiſdom 
and Power diſplayed 1n each, what a Stretch 
of Underſtanding do we ſee there was in 
making ſo vaſt a Syſtem of ſuch various, 
and almoſt infinite Parts, each contributin 
to the Order, Beauty, Uſe, and Perfection 
of the whole. Aſſiſt your Thoughts on this 
Subject, by conſidering how much more 
clearly the Wiſdom, Sc. is ſeen, when all 
the Parts of a Machine are put together, and 
you diſcern their Relation and Subſervience 
| to each other, than when you only ſee a 
Part by itſelf. —Or fancy yourſelf in a noble 
and well-ordered Family; or viewing an 
Army under March ; or, if you can, get a 
View of an Orrery.—By theſe means you'll 
be better able to ſee the Force of this Argu- 
ment, For, 
i 2. Muſt not he be amazingly wiſe, 
powerful and good, who has taken ſo many 


„ ttouſand Steps, each of which (beſide what 
| there is of Wiſdom in it taken by itſelf) is 
, deſigned to form an excellent Whole? 

8 9. What ſhould you learn from ſuch a 
0 View of the Creation as this? 


9. Should you not, are you not forced 
to conclude, that there is a moſt wiſe, 
powerful and good God, whoſe you, and 
all Things are? — 


it is only humb'y pr _ to the Conſideration of the 
Curious, whether it be not the Link that unites Vege- 
tation and ſenſitive Life. 


9. How 
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9. How ſhould you behave towards ſuch 
a Being ? 

A, With the profoundeſt Reverence, and 
Submiſſion, higheft Love, ſteadieſt Truſt, 
and molt cheartul Obedience. 


Who would not fear this mighty matchleſs Lord! 
Bow to his Will, and live upon his Word ? 


Proofs of God's Providence, from whence alſ 
may be inferred his Being and Perfections. 


SE Cr. III. 
1. From the Tutor, ON T you obſerve 
Prefervatiqn there 1s a regular 
2nd Order of . 
the World, Return of Day and Night, 
Summer and Winter, that 
Things go on in general in a very orderly 


manner? The Huſhandman, and the Gar- 


dener, knows what he has to do in each 
Seaſon, and all Perſons have, in their ſeve- 
ra] Employ ments, Evidence enough to act 
upon, ſo that Buſineſs is tranſacted by Sea 
2nd Land upon Suppoſition, that there is a 
ſjcttled Order that will continue. Now, 
muſt not ſuch an Order and Settlement ariſe 
from ſome Being, who has ſo ordered and 
ſettled Things ?-— Were you to come to a 
great Houſe, and oblerve the regular Re- 
turns of Morning and Evening Devotion, of 
Proviſion made or three Meals every Day 
of the particular Place and Buſineſs of every 
Servant, Sc. what ſhould you conclude 


from it 
9. Should 


4 
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9. Should you not be certain there was a 
Governor in that Family, and that all this 
Regularity was the Reſult of his Manage- 
ment, or of ſome employed by him ? 
Oh! conſider all this World as the Houſe 
and Family of God! Conſider the general 
Order ſettled as his general Government. 
Thus Seed-Time and Harveſt, Creatures 
proportioned to Food, and Food to Crea- 
tures 3 the World never ſo overſtocked as to 
have all Proviſions conſumed, nor any Spe- 
cies ſo much multiplied, as to have over- 
borne and deſtroyed all others, nor any ſo 
leſſened (that we know of) as to be extin- 
guiſnhed; Herbs, Trees, Sc. have not 
been loſt for want of Seed, nor a Race of 


Animals failed for the want of Males and 


Females. No; there is ſuch due Pro- 
viſion and Adjuſtment made in this great 
Family, that Things are provided for in a 
moſt wonderful, and unſearchably wiſe man- 
ner. To whom ſhall we refer all this, to 
the Creatures themſelves? Do you think it 
owing to their Forethought and Contrivance? 
A. No, they could not think before they 
were. 
9. Is Man the Orderer of this? 
: Who is it then ?—You anſwer right. 
Always remember this World may be re- 
ſembled to a great Houſe or Family, wherein 
Millions of Millions of Creatures (each with 
his Wants) are to be provided for, and go- 
verned according to their Natures, and never 
| D torget 
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forget the proper Inference: Think with 
yourſelf, I ſee they are thus provided for, 
therefore what? | 
A. There muſt be a wiſe and beneficent 
Provider. | 
9, They are ordered and kept in their 
Places, and due Subordination, therefore 
zvyhat? 
' A. There muſt be an Orderer and Go- 
vernor, who has a perfect Knowledge of, 
and Power over them all. 


APPLICATION. 


Thus from a Conſideration of the Preſer- 
vation, Maintenance and Order of the 
World around us, you muſt conclude, that 
there is a Preſerver, Maintainer and Or- 
derer; and conſequently that he is moſt 
wiſe, mighty and kind. But I would 
lead you particularly to conſider what Care 
he has taken of Men and their Affairs. 
| Tutor, Don't you find you 
rk _ have Appetites and Paſſions, 
State of Man. Which are very ſtrong ? 

' Q. Don't you find Reaſon 
and Underftanding, by which you can judge 
whether you ought to pleaſe thoſe Appetites, 
and how far you may lawfully do it? 

2. Don't you find a Will, by which you 
have ſome degree of Liberty to determine to 
do either, as your Paſſions, or your Reaſon 


require? 
5 9. Don't 


— 4 


a 


RELICIOUVS EXERCISES. 27 


9. Don't you ſee you will be commend- 
able or blame-worthy, according as your 
Will determines either for what 1s reaſonable 
or unreaſonable ? 

Thus in our very Nature are the plaineſt 
Tokens, that the glorious Creator deſigned 
us to be under Government ; for he has made 
Men capable of being governed in a moral 
and religious way, by rational and religious 
Motives and Arguments, and ſo diſtinguiſhed 
them from the Brutes. 

Q: Are you not in fuch Circumſtances, 
as try you whether you will comply with 
Appetites or Reaſon, and with the Will of 
God, or Inclinations to Evil ? 

9, Are not you often tempted by an In- 
clination for Pleaſure to do what Reaſon, 
Conſcience, and the Word of God, tell you 
ought not to be done ? | 

So that we ſee you are capable of being 
governed, and are actually on Trial, and 
have already deſerved Praiſe or Diſpraiſe. 

9. Don't you think that he, who made 
you thus, and placed you thus, takes notice 
how you behave ? 

9. Don't you find that Pleafure is an In- 
citement to Action, and Pain a Diſcourage- 
ment from 1t ? 

9. Have you never found Pleaſure or 
Pain any where but in your Senſes ? 

Q; Have you never had your Mind 
and Conſcience approving, and making 


D 2 you 
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you joyful, when you- have done your 
Duty ? 

&. Have you never had your Mind fad, 
uneaſy and ſorrowful, when you have done 
wickedly ? 

Have you any Notion what it 1s to 
have the Joy and Pleaſure of a good Con- 
icience ? 

. Have you any Notion what the Pain 
and Evil is of a bad Conſcience ? 

Q. Which is the beſt and moſt rational 
Pleaſure, that of the Mind and Conſcience, 
or the Body and Senſes ? 

2. Which Pain ought we to chuſe, if 
we mult have one ? 

9, Are not the Pleaſures and Pains both 
of the Body and Mind Motives, that ſhould, 


and will influence Men in their Temper and 


Practice? 
2. But are not Men fo contrived in their 
very Nature, that they ſhall be under the 
ſtrongeſt Excitements to preſerve and cheriſh 
their Life ? 

9. Will Self-Love, or Hunger, Thirſt, 
Sc. ſuffer you to take no care at all of 
yourſelf, and let you die without any Pain ? 

2, Nay, is not Pain, or ſome preſent 
Evil, annexed to what will be hereafter hurt- 
ful in any great degree, e. g. too much Abſti- 
nence, and too much Indulgence, too much 
Heat, and too much Cold, Ce? 

2 And 
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9. And as to the Mind, is not Fear, Re- 
morſe, and the Stings of Conſcience con- 
need to Sin and Wickedneſs? 

9. And Hope in God, Self-Approbation, 
and a joyful Conſcience connected to a reli- 
gious and virtuous Life? 

9. Is not Government among Men the 
Appointment of God, Kings, Judges, &c. 
are they not raiſed up to reſtrain, and puniſh 
Wickedneſs, and countenance Religion and 
Honeſty ? 

2, What do you think may be fairly 
concluded from all this ? 

A. That the all-wiſe Creator has made ſpe- 
cial Provifion for Man's Preſervation and Be- 
nefit, and right moral Conduct, 

Q. Do not thoſe things put together ſhew, 
that Men are the Subjects of a wiſe and good 
Being, who has made ſuch Connections, and 
is hereby rewarding or puniſhing them in 
tome ſort at preſcnt, (though not fully) in 
the natural and ordinary way * ? 

This is in general the Caſe, as the Expert- 
ence of the beſt and worſt of Men do prove. 
And the ſober Judgment of all Men will a- 
vouch this to be true, that the frueſt and muſt 
durable Happineſs of Body and Soul will be 
found in that way, which moſt enobles and 
perfects their Natures. 


See Butler's. Analogy, P. 1. c. 1, 3. 
1 Bu 
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| But there is not only this 

3. Facts and Proviſion in the Nature and 
Experience. Circumſtances of every Man, 
by which it appears that his 

Maker has provided both for the Happineſs 
of his Body” and Soul, by the Laws of his 
very Being; but there is more than this 
to be ede, even the Experience the 
World has ever had of a wiſe and juſt Pro- 
vidence, countenancing Honeſty and Virtue, 
and diſcountenancing the contrary; ſo that 
there has been no Age, wherein Men have 
not obſerved a Bleſſing ordinarily attending 
on the Religious and Virtuous, and a Curſe 
frequently on Perſons of the oppoſite Cha- 
racter. 

; What do you think may be inferred 
from this general Experience of Mankind ?— 

9. Does it not ſpeak that there is a Being, 
who obſerves Men, and ſecretly influences 
and orders their Affairs? 

9. Does it not lead us neceſſarily to in- 
fer what he loves, and what he hates ?— 

9, What does that Being diſcover himſelf 
to love, who encourages and promotes Good- 
nefs and Virtue, and diſcourages the con- 
rrary ? 

A. He ſhews that he loves Goodneſs, and 
hates Sin and Vice. 


* For a ſhort Deſcription of FO Nature and Attri- 
bates of God to the Capacity of Youth, conſult Beurn 8 
Lectures, zd Catech. fect. 3. | 

But 
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Tutor. But what has been perhaps more evi- 
dent and remarkable than this, (and of which 
you may be ſatisfied by a thouſand Inſtances 
drawn from univerſal Hiſtory of all A ges and 
Nations) ſpecial Providences for the puniſh- 
ing ſome notorious and obſtinate Sinners, 
whereby their Puniſhment has been as ſignal 
as their Crimes. | | 

A Do not ſuch Events point out to a 
wiſe and juſt Governor, as much as ſeeing a 
Parricide hanged in Chains does to a La 
Judge, and Executioner ? | 

Q; Does it not afford Reaſon to conclude 
that Wickedneſs is his Abhorrence ? 

And this is further ſhewn by the many vi- 
ſible Appearances in behalf of extraordinarily 
pious and virtuous Men, in granting them 
public Deliverances in anſwer to their 
Prayers. 

9. Have not theſe Events ſhewn a wiſe 
and merciful Governor, taking care of hu- 
man Affairs, as plainly as delivering the 
Helpleſs out of the Hand of his Oppreſſor 
ſhews the Interpoſing of a Deliverer 

Q; Does not this give Cauſe to conclude, 


that this Being takes pleaſure in Righteoul- 


neſs and Goodneſs? 

Q: What would you call a Being, that 
abhors Wickedneſs, and takes pleaſure in 
Goodneſs and Righteouſneſs ? 

A, Hs is a righteous and good Being. 

From 
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From Vice remov'd, to Goodneſs full inclin'd, 
Are certain Strictures of a god-like Mind. 


APPLICATION. 
Thus you are gradually led to ſee an a- 
mazing Care and Providence exerciſed about 
Men and their Affairs, and this muſt be the 
Care of ſome wiſe, powerful Being, and who 
do you think this can be but God ? 

God has, in your Nature, exerciſed a 
Providence, putting you under certain Laws, 
which tend to the Preſervation and beſt Con- 
dition, both of Soul and Body. And his 
Providence 1s alſo ſhewn (as the common 
Experience of Mankind atteſts) by his ſecret 
Bleſſing attending on truly religious and good 
Men, and his Curſe on the Wicked, And 
what 1s a more public Evidence of this, many 
thouſand Inſtances of remarkable Providences 
in their Favgyr ; and for the Diſgrace of Ir- 


religion and Vice, and Puniſhment of the 
Wicked *. | 


* The Inſtructor ſhould inform the Youth of re- 
markable Inſtances of theſe kinds, a great Plenty, of 
. hich the Bible will afford him, (read the the whole 
Second Book of Chronicles; many are marked out 
in the firſt Appendix to this Work. And it may be 
very uſeful to make young Perſons well acquainted 
with all well atteſted Accounts of this kind. See God's 
Revenge againſt Murder, Sc. And in general Bio- 
craphy, or the Hiſtory of the Lives of particular Men. 
A good Collection of theſe put into the Hands of yourg 
Perſons, might have an happy Influence on their Faith 
and Practice; particularly C/aris's Collection. 

| 9. From 


Reticiovs ExERCISES. 33 


9. From all which what ſhould you con- 
clude ? 
A. That there is a wiſe, powerful and 
righteous God, who governs Men and their 
Affairs. 


Moſt wiſe, moſt mighty, merciful and juſt; 
The Sinner's Terror, and the good Man's Truſt. 


Never forget this, God is not only wiſe 
and powerful, (as all his Works ſhew from 
the loweſt to the higheſt) but he rules over 
all his Works, and is a righteous Ruler. 
Truth and Goodneſs are bis Delight; Sin of 
all kinds are his Abborrence; good Men he 
favours, and will bleſs; but the Wicked, 
ſooner or later, he will moſt ſeverely puniſh. 
The holy Scriptures diſplay theſe 
Truths in the brighteſt manner. And yet 
further than all this, you may, my young 
Friend, have an actual Experience of this 
Truth, that God governs in the World. 

A Arn't you deſirous to experience his 
Bleſſing ? 

Tutor, I fear you have not 
prayed humbly and earneſtly to 4. From ſen- 
him, to make you wiſe and — _— 
good, or elſe, young as you are, very one may 
I dare appeal to your own Ex- have. 
perience that you have had an 
Anſwer of Prayer, that has convinced you 
of this Truth ? 

Q Don't you know that religious and 
good Men pray much and often to God? 


9. Nay, 
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D; Nay, that the worſt of Men do fo, 


when they are in great Affliction? 


What ſhould you infer from hence? — 
9. Should you not conclude that good 


Men find it uſeful, and bad Men hope at 
leaſt that it will prove fo ? 


Do but make the Trial, pray earneſtly to 


God, in the Name of the Lord Jeſus, to 


give you Strength againſt thoſe Tempta- 
tions, which commonly draw you into Sin, 
and you'll find that your Endeavours will 
then become ſucceſsful z all religious Men 
can tell you, that there is a God, who hears 
and anſwers Prayer abundantly, I might 
go on, and add many other Things to help 
you to diſcern the Being and Perfections of 
God, as, iſt, that the Reaſon and Con- 
ſcience, which are in Men, oblige them to 
own that there is a God, on whom they de- 
pend, and that he is holy and good. 2dly, 
And that all Nations in all Ages of the 
World have acknowledged theſe Truths, 
and ſome way or other have expreſſed their 
Belief by Prayer, and public Worſhip, tho 
it muſt be owned Ignorance and Superſti- 
tion have cauſed the groſſeſt Blunders therein. 
l could ſhew you, gdly, how the wiſeſt 
and beſt Men have argued and practiſed in 
regard to theſe Truths. I could heap up 


Arguments, 4thly, from this World's having 
had a Beginning not a great many thouſand 
Years ago, for which there are as fair and 

con- 
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convincing Proofs of ſeveral kinds, as the 
Nature of the Thang is well capable of *,—- 
gthly, From abundance of Miracles in con- 
firmation of the Truth of the Jewiſh and 
Chriſtian Religion, ——I might advance, 
6thly, to—metaphyfical and demonſtrative 
Proofs, which would convince you, that 
there muſt, and could not but have been a 
wiſe and powerful Agent from all Eternity . 
—[t might be further ſhewn, 7thly, that in 
a Series of Beings, where the Exiſtence of 
one thing depends upon another, and this 
upon a third, and ſo on, there muſt be ſome 
independent Being, on whom the Series ori- 
ginally depends f. To theſe more might 
be ſtill added, but ſome of theſe are above 
your Capacity, and though they yield the 
ſtrongeſt Demonſtration to many wiſe and 
learned Men, yet, for want of better Under- 
ſtanding and Acquaintance with theſe Argu- 
ments, they would perhaps only confound 
you; I ſhall therefore be ſatisfied with having 
pointed out ſome plain, but important Mat- 
ters, which ſhould aſſiſt and eftabliſh your 
Belief in God, and his wiſe and righteous 
Providence ||. 


Is 


* See Wilkin:, Nat. Relig. L. 1. c. 5. 

Loe, Hum. Underit. L. 4. c. 10. 

t Relig. of Nat. ſect. 5. 

Aber neth's excellent Diſcorſes concerning the 


Feing and natural and meral Perfections of God, ought 


to be carefully read. 
CHAP. 
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CH AP. ul. 
Of the Difference between moral Good and 


Evil, and the Certainty of a future State f | 


Rewards and Puniſhments, 


rn. 


Of the Difference between moral Good 
and Evil. 


S I have laid before you ſome 

Proofs (beſt ſuited to your Ca- 
pacity) of the Being, Perfections and Pro- 
vidence of God, I ſhall now endeavour to 
help you to diſcern the abſolute Difference 
there is between Actions, which are called 
Good and Evil, that the former are of them- 
ſelves conſidered reaſonable, and fit for every 
intelligent Being to practiſe, the other un- 
reaſonable, and for ever unſit to be done.— 
This will convince you of your Obligation 
to avoid what is wicked, and do what is 
righteous, from the very Nature of Things, 
as well as from the Will of God, and, at 


Tutor, 


the ſame time, ſhew you how altogether 


wiſe, righteous and neceſſary his Laws are, 
and how holy and excellent a Ruler the Lord 
Jehovab is. 

The Actions of reaſonable Creatures are 
morally good or evil, according as they 


are, or are not conformable to Truth and 
1 Fit- 
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Fitneſs. Thus if you are required to go 
to any Place, or perform any Action, and 
promife ſo to do, the doing fo (if it was 
right to promiſe) is a moral good Action 
for it is acting according to Truth; the not 
doing it would have been acting a Lye, and 
going 1n your Practice contrary to your Pro- 
teſſion. This Inſtance is ſo plain, you 
muſt ſee the Evidence of it; but it would 
be eaſy to ſhew, that there is, with regard 
to certain Actions, (e, g. governing our 
Appetites and Paſſions, doing Charity to the 
Poor, Juſtice to all Perſons, and paying 
Worſhip and Obedience to God) this Pro- 
ſition : This is right to be done — As a rea- 
ſonable Creature, I own 1 ſhould do this or 
that. Now, in all theſe Caſes, the acting 
ſo, is doing as Reaſon requires, is acting 
according to Truth, or Fitneſs, which is 
right, and ſo is morally good. And on the 
other hand, there are other Actions (e. g. 
gratifying Paſſions, and Appetites unreaſon- 
ably, Cruelty to the Miſerable, Injuſtice be- 
tween Man and Man, Irreligion towards 
God) to which this Propoſition belongs; 
This is wrong to be done; This ought not 10 be 
done; This is unreaſonable to be performed.— — 
And therefore the doing any of theſe (or de- 
ſigning them in the Heart) is contrary to 
Truth, contrary to what is known to be fit 
and reaſonable, and this muſt be wrong for 
a reaſonable Creature to do, and ſo it be- 
E comes 
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comes moral Evil or Wickedneſs.— All 
this you'll ſee plainer by Examples, thah 
any Words can expreſs. 

Q. If a Being gives Being, and all forts 
of Enjoyments to another, ſhould he not be 
thanked for his Goodneſs? Is not this 4 
Truth in this Caſe, the Creature ſhould 
praiſe the Creator ? And if this Creature 
gives the Creator no Thanks, does he not in 
Practice deny the Truth, act unkitly, and 
againſt all Reaſon ? 

9. What kind of Behaviour would this 
be ? 

A. This Behaviour is morally evil. 

You may eaſily ſee the moral Good there 
is in all Acts of Juſtice, Truth, Faithfulneſs, 
Mercy, and the moral Evil in Injuſtice, 
Falſhood, Breach of Agreements, Cruelty, 
Gc. and no leſs the Fitneſs in Sobriety, Pu- 
rity, Meekneſs, Humility, Spirituality, and 
Heavenly-mindedneſs, and the Unfitneſs of 
Immorality in Drunkenneſs, Gluttony, For- 
nication, furious Anger, Pride, Senſuality, 
Sc. Theſe Things "differ one from the 
other, and are oppoſite in their Nature and 
Conſequences *, as Darkneſs and Light, 
Sweet and Bitter; and therefore the one Sort 
is to be choſen, when the other is rejected, 
and your own Reaſon and Conſcience ſhews 


* Sce Balguy's Tracts.— See alſo Hutebenſon on the 
Paſions, I reawſe the 2d And Burnet's Letters, &c. 
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what 1s right, and fit to be choſen, and what 
to be rejected, fo far as it is unprejudiced, 
and not blinded by Paſſion, or overborne by 
corrupt Inclinations, which, ſince the Fall 
and Apoſtacy of our firſt Parents, is more 
or leſs the Caſe even with the beſt of Men, 
as Experience univerſally demonſtrates. 

Q: Don't you fee from hence, that there 
is a Right and a Wrong, a Reaſonableneſs 
and Unreaſonableneſs, a Fitneſs and Unfit- 
neſs in Actions ? 

Q. If reaſonable Creatures act againſt 
what 1s reaſonable, don't they do wrong ? 
Don't they deſerve to be blamed ? 

Q: Is it not fit that they ſhould be treated 
as unreaſonable Perſons? —— And, on the 
other hand, if Perſons of Underſtanding and 
Reaſon act according to their beſt Judgment, 
don't they do right? Don't they delerve to 
be praiſed ? And 1s it not fit that they 
ſhould be treated as reaſonable Perſons? 
If you have attended cloſely to what has now 
been ſaid, you have ſcen that ſome Actions 
(or Deſigns to act) are in themſelves good or 
bad, right or wrong, whether they be com- 
manded by a Superior or not. 

Q. Suppoſe that you had never heard 
that God had forbid to do a Perſon evil, 
who had done you good, yet ſhould you 


not ſee that you did wrong and wickedly in 
ſo doing? 


E 2 Though 
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9. Though you had never heard that God 
commanded us to help the Diſtreſſed, ſhould 
you not ſee that it was right and good to 
do it? 


Thus I might put Queſtions through all 


the ſeveral Duties of Piety towards God 
—Righteouſneſs and Charity towards Men 
—and Sobriety in ourſelves, and you would 
be forced to own the Difference between 
Piety and Impiety, Righteouſneſs and Un- 
righteouſneſs, Sc. and that the one Sort 
were fit, reaſonable and right, and therefore 
good to be choſen and done, and the others 
not ſo, And hereupon, if the Queſtio1 was 
Put on which Side Praiſe and Blame, Re- 


ward and Puniſhment were due, you could 


eaſily give an Anſwer, 
9. Tan any Perſon, without the moſt no- 
torious Oppoſition to what is righteous and 


good, blame and puniſh a Perſon for chuſing 


and acting according to what is upon the 
whole reaſonable and right; and praiſe and 
reward him for chuſing "and acting waar | Is 
unreaſonable and wrong ? 

A. No; this would diſcover the oredteſ 
Depravity of Nature in any one who did fo. - 


APPLICATION. 


Always remember this, that Morality and 
Virtue are the moſt certain and unalterable 
Things in the World; that Virtue conſiſts 
| in 
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in conforming your Will to what Reaſon and 
Fitneſs require, and Vice in not doing ſo. 
Remember God has made you not 
only capable of ac ing, but of diſcerning 


much of what is reaſonable to do, and has 


formed us with Inſtincts and Affections, 
which (if not depraved) excite to Virtue, 
and moreover a Conſcience, which will ap- 
prove or condemn, as your Choice or Con- 
duct 1s right or wrong. Hence you 
may ſee of how great Importance it is, to 
conſult your Underſtanding and Reafon, and 
practiſe according to what appears from 
thence right. 

9. Are we not ſure that God would have 
us act reaſonably ? 

Q. Can yau think that God, at any time, 
does what is unfit ? 

L. Or would he have us do ſo? How 
therefore muſt you act, if you would pleaſe 
him ? 

A. I muſt do what is fit and reaſonable to 
be done, as far as in me lies, inall my Ac- 
ions. 

2, Upon the whole, are you not ſure 
that it is God's Will that you ſhould do 
what is good and right, and fit to do? 
And are not you as certain, that it is God's 
Will we ſhould not do what is bad, wrong 
and unfit ? 

Hence we may diſcern, that it is the 
Will, Law and Command of God to rea- 

E 3 ſonable 
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ſonable Creatures that they act reaſonably ; 
and therefore Virtue is to be regarded not 
only as what is fit in itfelf, but as the Will 
of God; and when we act reaſonably, from 
a Regard to the Will of God requiring ſo 
to do, our Actions are not only virtuous, 
but religious Actions alſo; and ſo it may be 
faid with the Poet of one thus acting: 


* An Foreſt Man, the nobleſt Work of God.“ 


SE Or. II. 


Concerning à future State of Rewards and 
Puniſhments. 


Tutor. J Have ſhewn you that fome Actions 

are reaſonable, and others unrea- 
fonable, conſidered in themſelves, and that 
a reaſonable Creature ſhould certainly act 
reaſonably, both becauſe it is reaſonable, 
and the Will of God. I ſhall next ſhew 
what will become of ſuch a Being as Man 
after Death. 


2, Don't you experience that 
a —_ the Mind or Soul 1s an =_ 
tome Being, always exerciſing itſelf ? 
aue = 9 Is =”. your Body conſi- 
Soul and dered in itſelf of the ſame Na- 
Body. ture as the Matter you ſee about 
you, ſuppoſe this Book, or 

that Chair? 
2. Muſt you not conclude, that the Soul 
is another ſort of Being from your Body? 
Always 


Seer 


ys 
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Always remember that; and although you 
can't apprehend as yet the Force of the Ar- 
guments brought from Reaſon, to prove the 
Immateriality and Immortality of the Soul, 
and that it will (unleſs one ſuppoſe the Power 
of God, purpoſely employed to annihilate it) 
remain the ſame active thinking Being after 
the Body 1s dead, that it was before, yet 
take notice there are many ſtrong Proofs of- 
fered, which you may hereafter conſider *. 
hut at preſent obſerve, that your Mind 
is another and nobler ſort of Being than your 
Body, and that it is from thence Virtue and 
Religion take their Riſe, which may eaſily 
lead you to ſuppoſe, that the noble Being, 
which was an Inhabitant in the Body, re- 
mains the ſame, though at Death the Houſe 
be pulled down; and that the Soul, which 
was here religious and virtuous, ſhall for 
ever be ſo, and be hereafter proſperous and 
happy; and the irreligious and vicious for 
ever ſo, and miſerable and accurſed on that 
account. 

9. Aſk your own Conſcience 1 
whether it does not appear fit 2. It is righte 


n that 
and righteous, that virtuous and en he a 


good Men, who love God and public Di- 


* See Grove's Immateriality. — Baxter's Enquiry 
into the Nature of the Human Soul.—And Appendix 
to Cumberland's Treœatiſe of the L. of Nature, eon- 
taining a Summary of the Controverſy between Dr. 
Clarke, &c. 


keep 
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ſtinction keep his Commandments, ſhould 

made de, be more happy than wicked 

Wicled and Men? And are not you ſure 

Good, God will act what is moſt fit 
and righteous ? 

Es it not reaſonable to expect that 


* 4 who do their beſt to fear God, and 


pleaſe him in all things, will be differently 
treated by him from thoſe, who are wiltully 
profane and diſobedient ? 

9, Would a wile and lakes Parent 
or Maſter, treat bad and good Children or 
Servants alike? Now, as you are ſure God 
is moſt wiſe and righteous, how do you con- 
clude he will deal with religious and good 
Men? 


A. Doubtleſs he will publicly ſhew his 


Approbation of them, and make them happy 
In Wer as they are pleaſing to him. 

. And how, may we reafonably con- 
elude, he will deal with vicious and ungodly 
Men ? 

A. Certainly he will openly diſcover his 
Diſpleaſure againſt ſuch, and make them 
as miſerable as they make themſclves ſinſul ; 
for this is but what is right to be done. 


This will diſplay his Nature and his Name, ; 
To exalt the Juſt, and fink the Vie in Shame. 


APPLICATI3ON. 


But God does not in common make ſuch 


open Diſcoveries of his Approbation and 
Di 


Tyr 5» GFP 
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Diſapprobation in this World, therefore you 
may be ſure there 1s another State in which 
the Good and Bad are to be openly dealt 
with, according as their Works have been 
of which we ſhall fee more ſaid preſently. 

9. Further, are not you ſure 
(God loves Righteouſneſs and 8 = ＋ * 
Goodneſs, and all thoſe who or Pie hes 
are righteous and good? ouſneſs, &. 

Q, Muſt not thoſe Perſons 
be very pleaſing to God, who ſtrive againſt 
the Corruptions of their Nature, and -the 
Temptations of the World, to do whatever 
is right, and delight to keep his Command- 
ments ? 

©. Is it not as certain, that God abhors 
all Wickedneſs, as that he loves Righteouſ- 
neſs ? | 

9. Muſt not wicked Men therefore, who 
delight in what is odious to God, be dif- 
pleaſing to him? 

9. Are not you convinced therefore, from 
God's righteous Nature and Government,. — 
and his Love of Goodneſs, - and Abhorrence 
of Wickedneſs, that he will make, ſome 
time or other, a viſible Difference between 
good and bad Men? 

A. Yes; I'm forced to think ſo, or think 
unworthily of God. 


He'll ſhew his Love of Truth in open Sight, 
The Judge of all the Earth will ſure do right. 


APPL1I- 
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APPLICATION. 


Thus, from the Light of Reaſon, you 
may conclude that, under the Government 


of a wile, righteous and holy God, good Men 


mall be ſignally rewarded, and bad Men 
henat'y puniſhed, God will, as his Govern- 
zent is public and univerſal, give a general 
_ public Proof of his Regard to, and 
Love of Truth and Righteouſneſs, and his 
Oppoſition to, and Deteſtation of the con- 
trary. 
Q: Does God make this pub- 
5 _ ti3 lic Difference at preſent ?—— 
ogg "OY — Are all virtuous and good Men 
male in this Openly rewarded in this World, 


World. and the wicked openly puniſt'd? | 


No: God does not in this 
World make the Diſtinction ; inftead of it 
he ſometimes permits ſome of the vileſt Per- 
ſons on Earth to proſper and flouriſh, by 
means of their Villainy, whilſt, at the ſame 
time, ſome of the moſt upright and vir- 
tuous Men are, in Body, Name and Circum- 
ſtances, very wretched, merely, as to all 
Appearance, for their Love to God, and 
their Integrity and Virtue. 
A. May you not gather from hence, that 
there is a State of Lite after this, into which 
the Souls of good and bad Men paſs? 
Q. How will it be with each of them in 
tha! State ? 
A. Ex- 
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A. Exceeding happy or miſerable; for, 
at preſent, 


Felicitating Joys, unmix'd are ſown, 
Fer godly iden ; for Sinners, Woes unknown. 


APPLICATION. 


There God will make the full Diſtinction 
between the Vile and Precious. The Per- 
ſons, who bear ſome Reſemblance to his 
moral Perfections, and thoſe who have none; 


| thoſe whom he loves, and thoſe whom he 


hates. O attend to this, and improve it 
for your Souls Sake! | 

9. Do you conclude therefore, that he 
will, another Day, openly and fully reward 
the Obedience of the Righteaus, and puniſh 
the Wickedneſs of the Wicked ? 

A. Yes: I conclude this as certainly as 
thar he 1s the righteous Governor of the 
World. 

You may be ſtrengthened in 
the Belief of this, by conſider- 
ing that God does actually af- 
ford many ſecret Rewards to Virtue, and 
Puniſhments to Vice, at preſent.— That he 
hath ſo formed Man's Nature, that he can't 
help paſſing a Judgment on his own Deſigns 
and Actions; ſuch as are truly religious and 
good, he approves and applauds himſclf tor 
ſach as are baſ and wicked, he condemns 
himſelf for: For the former, he has good 
Hopes and Expectations; for the latter, 
Fear and Dread of Evil to come: So that 

good 
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good and bad Men naturally forebode a 


happy Conſequence will follow a religious 
Lite, and a miſerable End an irreligious and 
wicked one, | 
9. Can you think God would have cauſed 
Men to have judged thus, if he had not de- 


ſigned to have executed accordingly ?—— 


To add no more, he has afforded many 
remarkable Appearances, in the Courſe of his 
Providence through every Age, to ſupport 
the Credit of Religion and Virtue, and diſ- 
countenance the contrary. All theſe Things 
laid together, will afford you abundant Rea- 
ſon to be ſatisfied, that every ſincerely vir- 
tuous and good Man will be publicly re- 
warded by God, and every perſeveringly 
wicked Perſon as remarkably puniſhed. And 
that ſince this is not done in this State of 
Things, therefore there is a State of Re- 
wards and Puniſhments in the next Life, 
where it will be be moſt exactly done *, 


APPLICATION, 


Thus, from Reaſon, it may be gathered, 
that you are to live in another World, and 
that it will be in Miſery or Happineſs, in 
Heaven or Hell, according as you have, or 
have not ſincerely feared God, and kept his 
Commandments in this Lite,—O let it a- 


* See Baxter's Reaſon of the Chriſtian Religion, 
P. 1. c. 14. and C/ar4e's Evidence of Natural and Re- 
vealed Religion, Prop. 3, 4. p. 249. 

waken 
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waken you to Prayer and Pains, that you 
periſh not! All this, which Reaſon leads 
you to judge, the Revelation made by our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt moſt poſitively declares, 
and moſt evidently diſplays all the divine 
Perfections in the Method of pardoning Sin, 
and ſaving the Soul, Upon the whole, you 
have had the Proofs of the Being and Provi- 
dence of God ; the Difference between moral 
Good and Evil ; and a future State of Rewards 
and Puniſhments, laid before you, as they 
may be drawn from the bare Light of Na- 
ture. But you will ſee all this, and much 
more, moſt clearly revealed by Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, to which we ſhall next proceed, and 
muſt ſay of the divine Author, in the Words 
of Milton: oh ER 


I ſee thou know'ſt what is of uſe to know, 
What beſt to ſay canſt ſay, to do canſt do: 

* Thy Actions to thy Words accord, thy Words 

* To thy large Heart give Utterance due; thy Heart 
Contains of good, wiſe, juſt the perfect Shape. 

* Should Kings and Nations, from thy Mouth conſult 
* Thy Counſel would be as the Oracle 


Lin and Thummim.” 
Milt. Parad. reg. B. III. 
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CHAP. IV. 


Arguments in Proof of the Truth of Chriſtian 


Religion. 


i. Antecedent. 2. Concomitant. 3. Inherent. 
4. Subſequent, 


1. Antecedent Progfs. 


er. I. 


Pref, umptive Arguments from the State. the 
World was in before Chriſt came; —and 
the general Nature of his Religion. 


Tutor. V OU have been ſhewn. what an 
excellent, reaſonable, advanta- 
geous and neceſſary Thing Religion is; and 
ſome eaſy Proofs of the Being, Perfections 
and Providence of God ; the Difference be- 
tween moral Good and Evil; and a future 
State of Rewards and Puniſhments, have 
been laid before you. I ſhall now point out 
ſome of the many Arguments, by which 
Chriſtian Religion is ſhewn to be God's own 
Inſtitution z and they will be ranged 
under theſe four general Heads; Antecedent, 
Concomitant, Inherent and Subſequent. 

9, Is there any Knowledge more impor- 
tant, than of the Will of God concerning 
gur Faith, Worſhip and Practice? 

| I Pujil, 
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Pupil. A. No: No Knowledge can be 
more important than this. 

9. Is there any thing more deſirable than 
the Approbation and Love of God? 

9. Are we likely to have the Love of 
God, if we neither believe, worſhip, nor 
obey according to his Pleaſure ? 

9. Should you not therefore be very de- 
ſirous to believe all the Truths which God 
reveals; to worſhip him in the Manner he 
requires; and to practiſe the Things which 
he commands ? 

Q: Muſt not Humility and Sincerity be 
proper Qualifications for enquiring ſucceſs- 
fully about theſe important Things? 

A. Without Humility I am not likely to 
learn; without Siucerity not to practiſe. 


APPLICATION. 


Always remember, that without thoſe 
Diſpoſitions of Mind, Men are in themſelves 
diſqualified. to find out the Truth, and can 
expect no Aſſiſtance from God; for the 
Proud and Diſhoneſt are abominable in his 
Sight. 

"2. Is a Perſon, who has an high Conceit 
of his own Worth and Excellence, ſo able 
to learn, eſpecially an humbling Doctrine, 
as one who diſcerns and is affected with his 
Ignorance, Weakneſſes and Wants? 

9. Is not that Man moſt likely to find 
out the Truth, who is fully determined to 

| ED. ſearch 
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{earch impartially, and lay aſide, to the beft of 
hi Foue, every ſinful and fooliſh Prejudice? 
Muſt not that Man, who is deter- 
. not to forſake certain Practices which 
he lives in, (though they ſhould appear con- 
trary to the Will of God) be leſs likely to 
cilcern the Evidence which makes againſt 
his Inclination? 
A. Yes; Inclinations produce a ſtrong 
Biaſ. on the Judgment. 


APPLICATION, 


Never forget, that Inclinations, &c. na- 
turally biaſs your Judgment; and be ſure to 
make this Improvement of it; to watch a- 
gainſt thofe which are evil, and oppoſe them: 
But labour and pray for the ſtrongeſt Inclina- 
tions towards the Wilt of God, and all Trith 
and Goodneſs. 

2; If you have this Diſpoſition, mayn't 
you hope that God will approve of, and 
aſſiſt you? 

A. Tes; becauſe it is a Diſpoſition that 
God loves. 

9. But if you have the contrary, what 
may you well expect ? 
4. That God will give me up to thoſe 
evil Aﬀections, which will darken the Mind, 
and deſtroy the Soul, 


APPLICATION. 


Let theſe Conſiderations influence you to 


watch and pray againſt all Pride, and ſecret 
Gull, 


_ CC — 
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Guile, and for a becoming Senſe of your 
Ignorance and Depravity, and an impartial 
Readineſs to receive the whole Will of God. 
What I am going to lay before you, 
as an Introduction to the direct Proofs of the 
Truth of Chriſtian Religion, may well con- 
vince you of the Suitableneſs of ſuch a Tem- 

r, as I have been exhorting you to; for 
| 'm going to ſhew, that ſuch an univerſal 
Ignorance and Wickedneſs had overſpread 
the World before Chriſt came, that it ap- 
pears all Men ſtood in the greateſt need of 


| divine Teaching and Inſtruction, — _-« 
J 9, If almoſt all the King- a! 
doms of the World had loſt JÞ*<Statethe 


the true Knowledge and Wor- in, S. 
ſhip of God, and were in gene-. 
ral Idolaters, and become exceedingly igno- 
rant, and exceſſively ſuperſtitious and wicked, 
and without any ſtanding Revelation to aſſiſt 
them in ſuch ſad Circumſtances, was it not 
very deſirable, and a Thing to be hoped 
for, that God would ſend an extraordinary 
Teacher and Saviour, (and bear public 
Teſtimony to him as ſuch) who ſhould re- 
veal his Will, both in regard to Faith, Wor- 
ſhip and Practice? 

In ſuch Circumſtances the World was, 
when Jeſus Chriſt came from Heaven; and 
though Learning, Arts, Philoſophy, c. 
was, or had been at their Height, Religion 
0 F 3 was 
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was left as falſe, as prejudicial as ever, if 


not worſe . 

9. Was there any Hope then of Reli- 
gen being afterward rectified by Philo. 

phers ? 

2. Was not this then a fit Time for a 
divine Inſtructor and Recoverer to appear 


It is allowed by all Perſons, 


The ln 3 
af Cbrittan that in ſuch an Age, about 


1700 Years ago, Jeſus Chriſt, 


Religion. 
| | the Author of the Chriſtian Re- 


ligion, made his Appearance; and it muſt 


be allowed, that there is the greateſt Suit- 
ablentſs in the whole of his Life, Doctrines, 
Precepts and Motives to advance Truth and 


Righteouſnefs in all their Branches; parti- 


cularly Piety towards God, Fuftice and Be. 


2 towards Men, and Sobriety, Pu- 


„Humility and Heavenly- mindedneſs in 


all his faithful Followers. All this is fþ 


clear in the New Teſtament, that one may 
appeal to a Jew, or an Infidel. But as 
Men wanted not only to know their Duty, 
but more of themſelves, and of God, and of 


* Sce the Introductory Eſſays to Cumberlaad's Laws 
of Nature, tranſlated by Maat. Conſult Miltans 
beautiful Account of the Errors of Philoſophers. 

*« But theſe are falſe, or attle elſe but Dreams, 

* Conjectures, Fancies, built on nothing firm. 

Ihe firſt and wifeſt of em all profeſs'd 

To. know this only, that be nothing knew.” 

Mill. Farad. reg. B. IV. 


their 


- "_ ́ q 
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their Relation to a future State: So we find 
Chriſt has revealed much concerning each of 
theſe, and fully ſettled in what Way, and 
on what Terms vile, guilty Sinners may be 
pardoned, be thoroughly ſanctified, and be 
received into God's Favour, and be eter- 1 
nally happy in it. 1 

2. Are not theſe the moſt important 
Truths in the World ? 

Q, If God was to fend a Meſſenger to 
inſtruct Mankind, does not your Reaſon tell 
you, that theſe would certainly be ſome of 
the chief Points he would reveal and: ex- 
plain? 

Thefe wilt be hereafter further enlarged 
on, in their proper Place, under the third 
general Head of Inberent Arguments, . 

' 9, Muſt not the guilty, corrupted State 
of Mankind, make the laſt mentioned 
Truths to be T ruths of the greateſt Mo- - 
ment for Men to be acquainted with ? 

9. Are you not deſirous to know how 
your Sins may be pardoned,—your Nature 
be ſanQtified, God be your Friend, —and 
Heaven be eternally your Home? 

A. I am ſure I ought to be more con- 
cerned for this Knowledge than any o- 
ther. 

Yowll find, by reading the New Teſta- 
ment, that Chriſt (in whom the divine and 
buman Nature were wonderfully united) 
8 came not only to tell Men their Duty, and 
£10 | un 


* 
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in what way they muſt be ſaved, how God 
was to be worſhipped, &c. but — 
by his own Obedience and Sufferings, to 
Gr out Salvation for thoſe, who believe 
in and obey him.——— 

Q. Don't you fee, by this ſhort Account 
of Chriſtian 3 how excellent and de- 
firable it is 

9. And have you not ſeen, that the mi- 
ſerable Condition Men were in, made it 
highly fit there ſhould be a Revelation made 
concerning ſuch Things? 

9. And may we not well conclude, that 
God has done what was fo fit ? 
A. Theſe Conſiderations make it reaſon- 
able to ſuppoſe, that God would reveal to 
Men his Mind and Will for their Salvation, 


81 c r. II. 
2. Direct Proofs. 


1. From Prophecies. 


Tutor. I F we conſider the State the World 

was in when Chriſt came, it will 
help us to diſcover more and more of the 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God, in ſending 
the Lord Jeſus, and in bearing Teſtimony 
to him in ſo many ways; as firſt, by Pro- 
phecy, then by Miracles preceding, attending 
and following after his Crucifixion, and 
others which will be hereafter touched on. 
| Think 
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Think a little on the firſt of theſe at pre- 
ſent, viz, on Prophecy, There was but one 
Nation in the World, that had the true - 
Knowledge and Worſhip of God among 
them, the Nation of the Jews, and that 
they had was owing to God's particular Pro- 
vidence; by which they had been ſeparated 
from others, had had Judges, Kings and 
Prophets, extraordinarily commiſſioned of 
God to ſave and teach them; or elſe they 
had been ignorant Idolaters, as well as the 
reſt of Mankind. 

Q: Don't you know there are ſome of chat 
People ſtill up and down in the World? 

2, Do you know what their Religion i is ? 

9. In what Books is it contained ?- | 

A. In the Books of the Old Teftament, 

You muſt take notice that the Jewiſh Re- 
ligion was not deſigned for all the World, 
but only for that People, or ſuch as would 
worſhip God with them ; for all the Men of 
that Religion were to worſhip God together 
thrice in a Year, (Exod. xxxiv. 23, 24.) But 
then God gave them to underſtand, that one 
of that Nation ſhould in time appear, and 
eſtabliſh an univerſal Religion, and offer Sal- 
vation to Gentiles as well as Jews. This 


was to be a Perſon extraordinarily raiſed 


up, anointed and ſet apart, and actuated by 
God for the Good of all People, and was to 
be Maſfab, or Cbriſt, which ſignifies A.- 
uointed. 


9. If 
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2. If their facred Writings have from 
firſt to laſt a Reference to ſuch a Perſon, 
who was to come *, and if in ſeveral Places 
they deſcribe of what Tribe and Family, 
what Time and Circumſtances, what Em- 
ployment and Deſign he was to come upon, 
what Treatment he was to meet with, and 
a thouſand other Particulars, and many of 
theſe above a thouſand, and all of them about 
four hundred Years, before they came to paſs, 
what muſt you think, if a Perſon appears, in 
whom theſe various Accounts unite, and are 
compleated? 

9. Muſt you not conclude this 1s the 
Meſſiab, or divine Perſon God had pro- 
miſed ? 

9, Is it not a ſtrong Argument that thoſe 
Writings were of a divine Direction? 

9. And is it not clear that ſuch a Perſon 


muſt be a Perſon appointed of God? 


Q. Who, except Almighty God, (who 
knows the End from the Beginning) could 
foreſee ſuch diſtant Tranſactions? 

9. Who, but he, (who governs through- 
out the World) could ſecure the Accom- 
pliſhment of ſuch extraordinary and ſo mi- 
raculous Events ? 

I fear you would be weary in going over 
the many Steps, that the Conſideration of 
theſe Heads would lead you through; when 


* See the Argument from Prophecy vindicated. - 
you 
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you are older, you may do this. at your 
leiſure, in reading ſuch Bcoks. as are uns 
der- mentioned. At preſent attend to ſuch 
Paſſages as theſe which "Follow, and give me 
your Opinion, 
2, God promiſed to Abrabam, 
that in his Seed all the Families dae 
of the Earth ſhould be bleſſed, Blefing 
have you ever heard that any 
Perſon, (deſcended from Abraham) except · 
ing Chriſt, procured Bleſſings for all Men? 
9. Has not Jeſus Chriſt; who, as to his 
human Nature, deſcended from. Abrabam, 
purchaſed and beſtowed. the greateſt Bleſ- 
ſings, ſuch as the clear Knowledge of our 
Duty, the Pardon of Sins, the Favour of 
God, and the Happineſs of Heaven, and 
this for Perſons of all Nations and People, 
without Exception? 


9. Again, it is faid, that the Gentiles, the 


| Iſlands, all Fleſh ſhould ſee the Glory of God 


by means of this Perſon. Attend: to theſe 
Texts, Gen. xlix, 10. The Sceptre ſhall not 
depart from Judah, nor a Lawgiver from be- 
tween his Feet, until Shiloh came; and unto 
bim ſhall the Gathering of the People be. As 
this Text has expreſſed of what Tribe he 
was to be, the next tells you of what Family. 


* Kidder on the Meſſias.— Argument from Prophecy 
vindicated. — Chriſtianity the Perfection of all Religior, 


&c, chap. 24.—-Clarke's Evidence of Natural and Re- 
veuled _— P. 405. 


Jſaiab 


: 0 
r 


6 RELIOCIOUSs Exzxeisz8. 
IJaiab xi. 10. And in that Day there fhall be 


a Root of Jeſſe, (now Jeſſe was the Father of 
David) which fhall ſtand for an Enſign of the 
People; to it ſhall the Gentiles ſeek, and bis 
Reſt ſhall be glorious. The following Place 
expreſly declares the particular Benefit which 
the Jews might receive, was but a ſmall 
Matter in compariſon of the Advantage, 
which was to accrue' by this Perſon's Com- 
ing. a. xlix. 6. And be ſaid, It is a light 
Thing that thou ſbouldſt be my Servant, to raiſe 
up the Tribes of Jacob, and to reſtore the Pre- 


ſerved of Iſrael: I will alſo give thee for a 


Light to the Gentiles, that thou — be my 
Salvation to the End of the Earth. VR 
do theſe Texts point out? 
2. Don't they ſhew, that a Perſon was 
to be ſent from God, to be a general Ad- 
vantage to Jew and Gentile, to all People? 
9, Is not Chriſt thus become a Light to 
the Gentiles, to the Iſles, to the furtheſt Part 
of the Earth? Read here the 8, 9, 10, 


11 and 12th Verſes of the fificenth Chapter 


of the Romans.] | 
9, What Religion had your Forefathers 
in this Iſland before they were Chrrſtians ? 
A. They were Idolaters ; they were- groſs 
—_— » they worſhipped Wood and 
tone. 


Blindly ador'd the Works their Hands had de, 
Left Truth, wide wandring Error's "Ry Shade. 


APPL 1- 
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APPLICATION. 


Be thankful to God that he has revealed 
himſelf to you in a clear manner in the 
Scriptures, and be ſure to ſtudy them more 
and more, that you may be ſaved thereby. 

But further, the prophetic 
Writings not only ſhew that WhatChriſt's 
God defigned to ſend a Perſon, 1 
who ſhould be a general Ad- 11 — 155 
vantage, but they exprefly de- Temper of 
clare what he ſhould be em- Mind. 
ployed upon, and how he 
would behave himſelf. Thus Ja. xi. CP. 
And there ſhall come forth a Rod out of the 
Stem of Jeſſe, and a Branch ſhall grow out of 
his Roots. And the Spirit of the Lord hall 
reſt upon bim, the Spirit of Wiſdom and Un- 
derftanding, the Spirit of Counſel and Might, 
the Spirit of Knowledge, and of the Fear of the 
Lord, And fhall make him of quick Under- 
Handin "gt in the Fear of the Lord, and be ſpall 
not judge after the Sight of his Eyes, neither 
reprove * the bearing of bis Ears. But 
with Righteouſneſs ſhall be judge the Poor, 
and reprove with Equity for the Mrek of the 
Earth : And be ſhall ſmite the Earth with the 
Rod of his Mouth, and with the Breath of bis 
Lips ſhall be ſlay the Wicked. And Righteonſ: 
neſs ſhall be the Girdle of his Loins, and Faith- 
fulneſs the Girdle of bis Reins. "The Wolf 
ſhall dewell with the Lamb, and the Leopard 
bal lie dren with the Kid : And the Calf 

G an 
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and the young Lion and the Fatling together, 
and a Child ſball lead them, And in another 
Place, Ja. xlii. 1—4. Behold my Servant, 
whom I uphold, mine Ele# in whom my Soul 
deligbietb: I bave put my Spirit upon him, 
be fhall bring forth Judgment Io the Gentiles, 
He ſhall not cry, nor lift up, nor cauſe his 
Voice to be beard in the Street, A bruiſed 
Reed ſhall he not break: And the ſmoaking 
Flax ſhall be not quench : He ſhall bring forth 
Fudgment unto Truth. He ſhall not fail, nor 
be diſcouraged, till he have ſet Judgment in the 
Earth ;, and the Jes ſhall wait for his Law. 
2, Do you diſcern any Agreement be. 
tween theſe Deſcriptions, and the Temper 
and Buſineſs of Chriſt ? | 
A. Yes, very plainly. For Jeſus Chriſt 
was a molt tender, humble and meek Pro- 
het, and has eſtabliſhed his Religion in the 
World, which 1s calculated to change Men's 
Hearts, reform their Lives, promote Piety, 
Humanity, and univerſal Righteouſneſs, 
Attend to another Text to this Purpoſe, 
(which Chriſt actually applied to himſelf, as 
youll fee, Luke iv. 18.) Ja. Ixi. 14. 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, becauſe the 
Lord hath ancinted me to preach good Tidings 
unto the Meek; He hath ſent me to bind up 
the broten- bearted, to proclaim Liberty 10 the 
Captives, aud the Opening of the Priſon 40 
ibem that are bound: To proclaim the accepi- 
able Year of the Lord, and the Day of Ven- 
Feance of our God, 10 comfort all that "AS 
4 9 
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To appoint unto them, that mourn in Zion, to 
give unto them Beauty for Aſhes, the Oil of 
Toy for Mourning, the Garment of Praiſe for 
the Spirit of Heavineſs, that they might be 
called Trees of Righteouſneſs, the Planting of 
the Lord, that he might be glorified. 

Nay, his miraculous Opera 
tions ſeem exactly deſcribed, ue miracu- 
Iſa. xxxv. 5, 6. Then the Eyes tion 2 
7 tions. 
of the Blind ſhall be opened, and 
the Ears of the Deaf ſhall be unſtopped. Then 
ſhall the lame Man leap as an Hart, and the 
Tongue of the Dumb ſing. & 

Conſider again, at your lei- what Treat- 
ſure, how this Perſon was to ment he wa: 
be treated, what Sufferings he 79.mcet with, 
was to undergo, and what Fruit © 
he was to have of them. Read J. li. 
throughout, with much Care, and you'll find 
a great many Particulars moſt exactly fulfilled 
in him. So that (as a learned Commentator * 
has obſerved) this Chapter cloſely conſidered 
brought over an Infidel to the Chriſtian Faith. 

9. Could you ſet down and draw a more 
lively Repreſentation of the real Sufferings, 
which Chriſt underwent, than you here find? 

I might go on and ſhew you, a 
that this deine Perſon was to IN IND 
have a Forerunner, Ia. xl. 3. fore him to 
The Voice of him that crieth in prepare his 
the Wilderacſs, Prepare ye the Way. 

See Loaauch on Tſaiah Vii. 
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Way of the Tord, make ſtraight in the Deſart 
a-Highway for our God. So Malachi iii. 1 
Bebold I will ſend my Meſſenger, and be 
Hall prepare the Way before me, and the Lord, 
whom ye ſeek, ſhall ſuddenly come to his Temple: 
Even the Meſſenger of the Covenant, whom ye 
delight in, behold be ſball come, ſaith the Lord 
of Hoſts. Mal. iv. 5, 6. Behold I will ſend 
you Elijah tbe Prophet, before the Coming of 
the great and dreadful Day of the Lord. Aud 
he ſhall turn the Heart of the Fathers to the 
Children, and the Heart of the Children to their 
Fathers; leſt I come and ſmite the Earth with 
a Curſe, Theſe are the more remarkable, 
as they are the laſt Words in the Old Teſta- 
ment. | | 

Was there any ſuch extraordinary Per- 
ſon raiſed up by God, who prepared the 
Way for Jeſus Chriſt? 

A. Yes; Fohn the Baptiſt preached Re- 
pentance, and taught the Jews that Chriſt 
was among them ; and declared, that as for 
himſelf he was not worthy to ſtoop down and 
unlooſe the Latchet of his Shoes. 

It may be very inſtructive to compare the 
laſt mentioned Place of Mal. iv. 5, 6. with 
what is recorded, Mark i. 1—9. The' Be: 
ginning of the Goſpel of Jeſus Chrift tbe Sou 
of God. As it is written in the Prophets, Be- 
hold I ſend my Meſſenger before thy Face, 
which ſhall prepare thy Way before thee... The, 
Joice of one crying in the Wilderneſs, Prepare 

575 
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we the Way of the Lord, make his Paths 
fraight. John did baptize in the Wilderneſs, 


end preach the Baptiſm of Repentance, for the 


Remiſſion of Sins. And there went out una 
bim all the Land of Judea, and they of Jeru- 
ſalem, and were all baptized of bim in the 
River of Jordan, confeſſing their Sins. And 
John was cloathed with Camels Hair, and with 
a Girdle of Skin about his Loins; and be did 
eat Locuſts and wild Honey: And preached, 
ſaying, There cometh one mightier than I after 
me, the Latchet of coboſe Shoes I am not worthy 
to ſtoop down and unlogſe. I indeed have bap- 
!ized you with Water; but he ſhall baptize you 
with the Holy Ghoſt. And it came to paſs in 
theſe Days, that Jeſus came from Nazareth in 
Galilee, and was baptized of John in Jordan. 
Luke wi. 3, 16, 17, 18. And he came unto 
all the Country about Jordan, preaching the 
Baptiſm of Repentance for the Remiſſion of Sins. 
John anſwered, and ſaid unto them all, J in- 
aced baptize you with Water, but one mightier 
than I cometh, the Latchet of whoſe Shoes 1 
am not worthy to unlooſe; be ſhall baptize you 
with the Holy Ghoſt, and with Fire: Whoſe 
Fan is in bis Hand, and be will thoroughly 
Purge bis. Flour, and will gather the Wheat 
into bis Garner, but the Chaff be will burn 
with Fire unquenchable. And many other 
things in bis Exbortation preached be unto the 
Piople. (Compare 8 with Mal. iii. 2, 3:) 
3. C 
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ike Time of It were eaſy to lead you alſo 
Meſſiah's to fee that the Time of the. 
* fore- Meffiah's Appearance in the 
4 World, was propheſied of, and 
Tale ſet to it, this may be learnt from 
Gen. xlix. 10. Haggai ii. 6— 10. Dan. ix. 
24. ſeq. and that at this time Chriſt came. 
All this is ſtrengthened by 
The Jews conſidering, that about the Time 
re that Chriſt came the Jewiſh 
—— at Nation were actually expekting 
this Time. the Perſon, the Prophets had 
foretold, that it is Fact they 
did ſo, is not only proved from the New 
Teſtament, but from the concurrent Teſti- 
mony of Jewiſh, Chriſtian and Heathen 
Writers *. It is not leſs apparent, that the 
Place of his Birth was foretold, Mic. v. 2. 
and that he was to be cut off, but not for 
himſelf, Dan. ix. 26. Zach. xni. 7. Ia. 
Jin. 8. and yet that he was to be proſpe- 
rous, and be a Prieſt and King for ever, 
Ja. litt. 10, 11, 12. P/al. cx. Theſe and 
many other things might be enlarged on, 
but it would take up too much Time. 
9, Upon the whole, what do you con- 
clude from this ſhort Account of the Pro- 
phecies relating to the Meſſias; does not 
Jeſus Chriſt appear to be the Perſon he er 
preſsly prophefied of? 
9. Has not he been a very great wa 
neral Bleſſing to the W nr 


* Sce Biſb. Lond. 1ſt Paſtoral Let. p. 24. 
Q, Was 
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Was not his Employment to preach 
Tidings to the Meek, Cc. Dr 
as the Prophet 1/aiab foretold ? 

9. Was not his Temper moſt meek, and 
did not he deal tenderly with the bruiſed 
Reed, and kindle the ſmoaking Flax ? 

A Tes; I fee the — is moſt 
wonderful. 


A Chain of Prophecies binds to aſſent, 
Jeſus is that Saviour whom God hath font | 


APPLICATION. 


If you have attended to the Goſpel Ac- 
count, of Chriſt's Life, you muſt have ſeen 
the wonderful Agreement between what was 
foretold of the Meſſiah, and what was ful- 
filled in him. —— Thus, in a Word, was 
it declared, that Meſſiah ſhould be a Bleſ- 
ſing to Jew and Gentiles, to the Ifles afar 
off; that he ſhould mee kly ſpread all 
Righteouſneſs and Truth; — ſhould: work 
Miracles; ſhould be very evilly treated; 
have an extraordinary Meſſenger ſent 
before him; — be born before the Sceptre 
and Lawgiver ſhould depart from Judab; 
and Daniel's ſeventy Weeks be accompliſhed; 
have Bethlebem for his Birth- place; 
be cruelly treated and ſlain for the Salvation 
of Men be afterwards proſperous, and 
reign King and Prieſt for ever. Were 
theſe things (and an hundred more which 
might be mentioned) laid down in the Pro- 

phets, 
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phets, as the Deſcription of the Character, 
Office, and Circumſtances of the divine Per- 
ſon, whom God would ſend to ſave and 
bleſs the World, and can you doubt whether 
Chriſt be he, when in him, and in him alone, 
all theſe things are moſt wonderfully ac- 
compliſhed ? Think ſeriouſly and often 
of this wonderful Agreement, through ſo 
many particular Deſcriptions, and let it in- 
creale your Regards to the dear Redeemer, 
and make you atrend to the Call of God, 
Hear ye him. 

9, What Regard therefore ought you to 
pay to him in all he has ſaid ? 
A. The higheſt Regard poſſible. | 
- 9. Should you humbly learn from him, 
and ſincerely obey him? —— | 
Tou ſhould remember, indeed, it may 
well be expected, that Prophecies ſhould 
have ſome Obſcurity in them; and therefore 
it is beſt to conſider them as caſting Light 
upon one another, and to remember that 
moſt, if not all the Texts I have referred 
you to, have been applied by many Fewi/4 
Writers (ſome of whom lived before Chrilt 
came) to their expected Meſſias. 

Thus I have led you to ſee, that the World 
greatly wanted a Revelation of the Mind by 
and Will of God, and that Chriſtian Reli- | 
gion, in the general View of it, appears to be, 
what was wanted ;—and that Chriſt's Com- 
ing had been long foretold, with great Variety 
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fulfilled in him: [Theſe are ſo many preced- 
ing Progfs of his being the Mcfliah, the Sent 
of God. Such a Pero was wanted, and 
might de hoped for; —he had been ſpoken 
of by all Gols holy Prophets, from the Be- 
ginning of the World. So that you ſee here 
is antecedent Teſtimony to this Truth. Feſus 
Chriſt is a great Prophet and Saviour, ſent * 
Cod to teach and fave. the Ward. 


CHAT 
2. Concomitant Proofs. 725 


Tutor, J Shall next help you to ſee ſomething 


hat 

red 1 of the Evidence ariſing from the 
%% WM Miracles that atrended on Chriſt about the 
riſt Time of his Birth, — in his Liſe, —at his 

Death, and preſently after it. 

ld If this Perſon, who was pointed out 
ind y Prophecies, and appealed to their Teſti- 
eli 25 had and gave numberleſs miraculous 
be, Evidences of the divine Power of God being 


with him, will not this give the ſtrongeſt 
Proof that he was the true Mefliah ?- : 
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II ſhall briefly ſhew. you, that 
The Way of a vaſt Number of Miracles were 
Truth of ref worked by Chriſt Jeſus, after 
Facls. you have told me in what Way 
we are capable of knowing, 
whether there was ſuch a Man as Alexander 
the Great, or Julius Ceſar, and that they 
performed the public Actions which are im- 
puted to them; for the ſame ſort of Evidence 
(only more full and expreſs) there is for the 
Miracles which attended on Chriſt. 
How do we know that there ever was 
ſuch a Perſon as Julius Ceſar ? 
A. By Hiſtory, 
. 9, How that he came over into this Iſland, 
and made Conqueſts here? 
A. By Hiſtories, which relate ſuch E- 
vents. 
In what way muſt we, who live in this 
Age, know the Things of fotmer Ages, 
and how will Men. 400 Years hence know 
what 1s done now ? 
A. By Hiſtory. 
True, this is the way to make the future 
Age acquainted with the Tranſactions of this. 
They may, indeed, poſſibly be handed 


down from Father to Son, by Word of 
Mouth; but this would be a . leſs perfect 
way. There are alſo other Methods of Con. 
veyance; ſuch as public and continued Cu- 
ſtoms from the time of ſuch Facts, or anni- 


m_ Dope i in remembrance of them; ſo 
| Coins, 
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Coins, Monuments, Sc. Theſe are all ſo 
many Ways of conveying down to Poſteri 
the Truth of Facts from the Time when they 
were done; but theſe can't be ſo clear and 
expreſs as a written Hiſtory may. 

2. If certain Facts are handed 3 
down by ſeveral Hiſtories wrote f bang! 
and made public in the Age donn dh 
wherein they were done by Per- Facts on 
ſons, who were Eye- witneſſes, — Chri- 
or immediate Aſſociates with founded“ 
thoſe who were, which Perſons 
give all the Marks, that can be deſired of 
their Honeſty, being, at the ſame time, under 
Perſecution, and ready to die in ſupport of 
the Truths they wrote, ſhould they not be 
beheved ? % TIRE ef DOT INC 

Thus the Miracles, which Chrift worked, 
(or which were done in full Teftimony to 
him) are wrote by no leſs than four Hiſto- 
rians, Matthew, Mart, Luke and FJobn. 
Theſe Hiſtories were wrote for, and given 
to Chriſtians of the firſt Age, who could, 
with the -greateſt Eaſe, acquaint themſelves 
with the general Truth of the Facts. The 
Writers appear to be Perſons of great Inte- 
grity, and both they, and the Perſons to 
whom theſe Hiftories were immediately gi- 
ven, were continually expoſed to Perſecu- 
tion and Death itſelf, for believing and pro- 
pagating Chriſtian Religion, which s 

pu 
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publickly founded, and muſt have ſtood or 
tell, as thoſe F acts were true or falſe * 
But further, 

9, If beſide ſeveral Hiſtories profeſſedly 
relating theſe Facts, there are others wrote 
by Enemies, which bear a Teſtimony to the 
Truth of ſuch Actions being done, does not 
this add to the Weight of Evidence for the 


Truth of them ? 
9. Thus Evidence may be brought from 


Jews, Heathens, Mahometans, that Chrilt - 


did work Miracles; ſhould not this con- 
vince us, that he really did ſuch Things, and 
ſo that God was with him? 

9. Again, if moreover there have been, 


f om the very Age in which ſuch Facts were 


performed, public Cuſtoms introduced, and 
continued down, which were founded on the 
Belief gained by theſe Facts, do not thele 
Cuſtoms allo atteſt to their Truth? | 
Thus the Separation of the firſt Day of 
tne Week, rather than the ſeventh +, w 
religious Worſhip the immediate Uk 
of the Rite of Baptiſm, —of the Lord's Sup- 
per; the Appointment of Miniſters and 
Teachers to eſtabliſh and ſpread this Truth, 
that God had ſent Jeſus Chriſt to ſave we 


* See Baxter's Reaſons of the Chriſtian Religion 


Part II. c. 7. 

+ The firſt Chriſtians paid a Regard to both Days 
though the firſt Day of the Week, being that on which 
Chrilt aroſe from the Dead, was peculiarly obſerved. 


World; 
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World their paying religious Regards to 


Teſus Chriſt; — praying to God always in his 
Name; ſinging to his Honour; and 
cloſing their Service with Doxologies, that 
ſnewed their Perſuaſion that he was a divine 
Perſon, aſcended to Heaven. Theſe, and 
many other ſuch Cuſtoms and Practices, at 
that Time begun, prove thoſe Chriſtians, who 
lived in the Age of Miracles, were con- 


vinced of the Truth of Chriftian Religion, 


(and therefore, to be ſure, of Chriſt's Mi- 


racles; becauſe to theſe he had often ap- 
pealed, as ſo many Proofs of his coming 
trom God ;) and theſe early Cuſtoms moſt 
evidently prove their full Perſuaſion of 
Chriſt's Reſurrection, Aſcenſion to Heaven, 
and eminent Exaltation there. | 

Q. Again, if further ſome of the moſt 
remarkable and eminent Facts in ſuch Hi- 
ſtories, and ſuch as may be called founda- 
tional ones, have been ſingled out, and the 
Memory of them kept up by anniverſary 
Days, or Holidays in every Year, from near 
the Time in which thoſe Wonders were per- 
formed, are not theſe ſo many Teſtimonies 
to the Truth, and Reality of the Things 
which theſe commemorate ? 

Thus, from the Time in which Chriſt 
died to this Day, there has not only been an 
Obſervation of the Chriſtian Sabbath, (called 
from the Beginning the Lord's. Day) of Bap- 
tum, the Lord's __ religious Regards 

tO 
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ro Chriſt, Sc. but a very early Separation 
of Days and Seaſons, to commemorate the 
moſt remarkable and foundational Facts; 
ſuch as the Conception of the Virgin Mary, 
the Birth of Chriſt, his Death, Reſurrection 
and Aſcenſion, and Deſcent of the Holy 
Ghoſt ; thus Chriſtmas, Eaſter, Aſcenſion- 
day, Whitſuntide, c. are ſo many hiftorical 
Days, (if I may ſo ſpeak) and as Chriſt's 
| ReſurreQion is a miraculous Fact, (which, 
being made ſure, will, itſelf, give Evidence 
to all the reſt) the very early Practice of 
commemorating it, and the Diſcords which 
bappened between the Eaſtern and Weſtern 
Churches, about ſettling Eaſter Holidays, 
ſhew the firm Perſuaſion the early Chriſtians 
had of the Truth and Importance of the 
Thing, and their Care about the right tranſ- 
mitting the Memory of it, in a public man- 
ner, to Poſterity. 

Thus have I led you to ſee ſeveral ways, 
in which the Truth of Facts may be handed 
down to Poſterity. 

9, Which was the firſt way? - _ 

A. By Hiſtory wrote by Eye-Witneſſes, 
or thoſe who attended on ſuch, as were the 
Witneſſes to them. 

9. Which was the ſecond ? 

A. By the Acknowledgment of Enemies, 

2 Which was the third ? 

A, By new Cuſtoms eftabliſhed on the 
Belief of the Truth of thoſe Facts, which 
are 


. 
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are, by theſe means, witneſſed to through 
every Age? 

9. Which was the fourth ? 

A. Commemorating Seafons and Days in 
every Year, which point to the grand and 
fundamenta} Facts, which render the Belief 
of all the reſt eaſy and natural. 

9. As you have ſeen how you may be ſatis- 
fied of the Truth of Facts done Ages ago, and 
as you may have full Satisfaction in all the 
above-mentioned ways of the chief Facts on 
which Chriſtianity is founded, by Hiſtories *, 


by Cutoms, by commemorating Days and Sea- 
ſons, and this with clearer, and ſtronger Evi- 


dence than any other Facts that ever have been 
done, have been attended with, are you not 
bound in Conſcience to believe, and be in- 
fluenced by ſuch Facts? | 
9. If you muſt believe certain Things on 
a leſs degree of Evidence, is it not reaſonable 
that you believe Things on a greater degree, 
nay on the greateſt that the Nature of the 
Thing admits of ? 
You are bound therefore to give Credit 


to the wonderful Works wrought in Proof 


of the divine Miſſion of our bleſſed Lord, 
ſufficient to demonſtrate that God ſent him; 
(though all are not recorded that were 
wrought, for the Hiſtorians have not re- 
lated all, as we may be ſure from what 
St, Jobn ſays, Jobn xxi. 25.) Miracles which 
See Chapter the Sth on the Authenticreſs and 
dirine Authority of the Nev Teſtament, 
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attended on the Birth of Chriſt, which 
were worked by him 1n the three or four laſt 
Years of his Life,——and which followed 
upon his Death. Conſider them well over, 
(particularly thoſe which he himſelf per- 
formed) and tell me whether there 1s not an 
equal Diſplay of Power, Wiſdom, and 
Goodneſs in them; what Bleſſings did 
they yield to Men; how proper to con- 
vince them of God's Mercy and Goodneſs, 
as well as Power; and that he would not be 
leſs ready to do their Souls good than their 
Bodies. [See Appendix II. being a Sum. 
mary of Chriſt's — Works. ] | 

Q, Do not theſe Miracles prove, that 
Chriſt came from God ? 

9. Did not ſuch Works wrought by/ one, 
who appealed to God for the Truth of this 
Aſſertion, that he came from him, claim 


| Men's moſt ſerious Regard ? 


9. Would not Men be inexcuſable, who 
refuſed to attend to him ? 

9, Is it not abſurd to think Chriſt condi 
have done ſuch Works without Power from 
God ? 

©. Since therefore God had, by his Pro- 
phets, foretold that he would ſend ſuch an 
extraordinary Perſon.; ſince the Jews 
were actually in Expectation of him at that 
ſince he was uſhered into the 
World with certain Diſplays of divine 
Power; exerciſed a divine Power dur- 


ing 
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ing the whole of his public Life; and 
after he was dead the ſame divine Power 


raiſed him from the Dead “; — has not 


God hereby given us abundant Evidence, 
that he was with Chriſt from firſt to laſt, 
and that he is the Meſſiah who was to 
come? 

9. Ought not you and I to hearken to 
and obey this . Perſon, whom God has thus 
witneſſed to ? 

A. Moſt certainty God expects that we 
ſhould, and Woe unto us if we do not. 

9. Will not diſregarding this glorious 
Perſon be a Contempt caſt on God? 

Will not rejecting him be a rejecting 
God's Teſtimony, and acting as if God was 
2 Liar? 

A. Yes; for no Man could do thoſe 
mighty Works, unleſs God were with him; 
and if God was with him, he muſt be true, 
or God would be a Supporter of Falſhood. 


APPLICATION, 


Remember this, and let the: Teſtimony, 
which God gave to his Son, both by Pro- 
phecies and Miracles attending on him, and 
wrought by him, and particularly tlie divine 
Power diſplayed in raiſing him from the Dead, 
let theſe confirm your Faith, and fix your 
Reſolution to accept of and ſubmit to him as 


. * See: Dittor on the Reſurrection.— Obſervations on 
the Hiſtory and Evidence of the Reſurrection of Jeſus 
Chriſt, by G. Vest, Eſq: 


5 your 
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your Teacher, King and Saviour.—I might 


City totally deſtroyed before that Genera- 
Captive into all Nations, whilſt he, at the 


lead you here to attend to the Prophecies de- 
livered by Chriſt, and the divine Example 
which he ſet, &c. 
Q. Muſt not Chriſt have been acquainted 
with God's Deſigns, when he could foretel 
not only the Treatment he was to meet with 
from Men, from his Diſciples, and from his 
Enemies, but alſo how his Enemies ſhould 
be treated, even exemplarily puniſhed, their 


tion was at an End, and they be led away 


ſame time, declared he ſhould riſe from the 
Dead, his Religion ſhould gain ground, and 
be eſtabliſhed in the Earth? | 

Q: Who, but the all-knowing and mighty 
God, could foreſee or ſecure ſuch Events as 
theſe ? ; 

9. And who could make them known 
to the World, but God, or him to whom he 
revealed them ? 

A. Certainly no Perſon. 


APPLICATION, 


Remember theſe things, and often think 
of if, that this People, of whom Chrilt 
ſpoke, are to this Day diſperſed, their City 
and Temple waſte, and they ſtill expecting 
a Meſſiah. Indeed they expect him to bring 
temporal Deliverance, and to ſave them from 
their Enemies, and make them the happiel 
Peopt 


? 
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People on Earth . This Notion made 
them ſo averſe to Chriſt, when he came, 
and was a great means of their rejecting 
him. They ſeemed to have no Senſe of its 
being the greateſt Happineſs to be delivered 
from the Guilt and Power of their Sins, to 
be made actually holy, to be truly lovely 
in the Sight of God, and entitled to the ful} 
Happineſs of the Kingdom of Heaven. 
Their Thoughts run on temporal Dominion, 
having all their Enemies in Subjection, and 
being illuſtrious in this World, 
1 But what do you think is beſt in it- 
d | 

9. Which do you think, God Almighty, 
and indeed all wiſe and good Beings, would 
be moſt concerned to promote ? | 

9. Which do you think is moſt likely, 
God ſhould ſend his Son to bring to paſs the 


' Deliverance of one Nation from the Power 
of others, or of all Perſons in the World 


fnom the Power of their Sins, and the Dam- 
nation of Hell? | 


This is the Expectation of the Jews in our Days, 
as appears from their Writings, ¶ Limbor. Am. Coll. cum 
Judæo) and verbal Acknowledgments ; being, as far 
as I can judge, of the ſame Opinion with him, who 
(as I am well informed by the Gentleman to whom te 
_ it) faid he would not go over the Thre/bold for 
ach a Meſſiah as ours, who would permit the Jews to 
ſuffer as they did by the Roman; but expected one 
who ſhould raiſe them to temporal Dominion. 
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9. Or, in other Words, if you conſult 
Reaſon, which do you think God is moſt 
likely extraordinarily to promote, Piety and 
univerſal Righteouſneſs amongſt all People, 
or Dominion and Riches in one? 

A. Nothing can be clearer, than that Piety 
and Righteouſneſs are moſt his Delight, and 
therefore what he will moſt promote. 

9. Muſt you not therefore conclude, from 
the natural Notions you have of God, that 
ſuch an extraordinary Perſon was ſent to 
bring about ſpiritual and eternal Salvation, 

and this not to one People, but all? 

9. Would not this be the beſt Fulfilment 


of God's Promiſe to Abraham, that in bis 


Seed all the Families of the Earth ſhould be 
bleſſed ? ——— 

But the Conſideration of Chriſt's Predic- 
tions comes rather under the Subſequent Argu- 
ments. From what has now been ſaid, 
you have ſeen God's Seal ſet to the Truth 
of what Chriſt taught. 

Q: In what Character therefore ſhould 
you receive him ? 

A. As the Son of God, and Saviour of 
Men. 

2, And how ſhould you. receive his 


Doctrines, TT Promiſes and Threaten- 
ings ? 


A. I ought to receive his Doctrines with 


lively Faith, his Precepts I ſhonld moſt 


uprightly obey, his Promiſes moſt _ 
rely 
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rely on, and his Threatenings ſhould awe 
my Soul to keep me ſteady to the Faith, 
Hope and Practice of the Goſpel. 


APPLICATION. 


This 1s the Regard you ought to pay to 
this divine Teacher, and if you - humbly 
wait on God in Prayer for his holy Spirit 
and Grace, you will be enabled ſo to act, 
which will certainly end in your eternal Fe- 
licity, through the Merits and Mediation of 
this only and all-ſufficient Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord. | 


Scek genuine Faith in him that works by Love, 
He'll lead you ſafe to Realnis of Bleſs above, 


—_ 


Cn AT VE 
3. Inherent Proofs, or Internal Arguments. 


Tutor, HIS brings me to ſhew you 

another kind of Evidence for 
the Truth of Chriſtian Religion, which is 
called Internal, and it ariſes from conſidering 
the Deſign and natural Tendency of this Re- 
ligion to promote the Glory of God, the 
Cauſe of Goodneſs and Truth, and the ever- 
laſting Happineſs of Men. Now, to any 
one humbly and ſeriouſly conſidering the 


Tendency of Chriſt's Example, Doctrine, 


Precepts, Promiſes and Threatenings, it will 
appear 


1 
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appear they all conſpire- to promote thoſe 
glorious Ends. 

©. Does not this render it very likels, at 
firſt View, that Chriſt and his Religion are 
from God ? 

But moreover, here is not only a Fitneſs 
to advance God's Glory, and promote Piety 
and univerſal Righteouſneſs, by turning 
Men from Sin to God, (not in external A 
pearance, but inwardly and heartily) and lo 
to make them holy and happy; but more 
than this, by Chriſt's perfect Obedience to 
God, under the greateſt Trials, to lay a wiſe, 
juſtifiable Foundation for God's accepting 
penitent Sinners, and giving everlaſting Sal- 
vation to all, who come to him through his 
perfectly holy and righteous Son. 

9. What can more highly diſcover God's 
Love of Righteouſneſs and Compaſſion to 
Sinners,. than this ? 

If theſe things were fully conſidered, you 
would be ſurprized to ſee the amazing Suit- 
ableneſs there is in the ſeveral Parts of Chri- 
ſtian Religion, to make Men in love with 
God and Goodneſs, and to convince them 
of God's Good-will towards them, enough 
to make one ſing as the Angels and heavenly 
Hoſt did, when they revealed Chriſt's Birth 
to the Shepherds, Luke ii. 14. Glory be 10 
God in the higheſt, and on Earth Peace and 
Good-will towards Men, ; 

Q; Don't 
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9, Don't you diſcern this is god- like? 

9, Which are the two things you ſhould 
be moft concerned about ? 

A. To love God and Goodneſs above all 
other things, that ſo God may be glorified 
by me, — and to have God well pleaſed 
with me, that I may be happy with him for 
ever; to glorify God and enjoy him forever, 
being the nobleft End of Man. 


APPLICATION, 

Yes, my young Friend, this is worth 
living for, to love God, and Goodneſs, above 
all other things to his Glory; and to be be- 
loved of God, fo as to enjoy him for ever. 
Theſe are in themſelves the nobleſt Poſſeſ- 
ſions in the Univerſe, and will ifſue in the 
od's Wt everlaſting Happineſs of the Poſſeſſor.— 
1 to To thele Ends Chriſtian Religion leads you; 

—— theſe it ſecures, fo as no other Religion 
you Wh can fairly pretend to ;—for it gives a clearer 
Juit- Account of God's moral Perfections, and of 
hri- Man's Relation to Eternity. It offers the 
greateſt Help at preſent, the greateſt Re- 
ward hereafter, and denounces the moſt aw- 
ful Threatenings ;—and what is yet more, 
it ſhews Man's depraved and guilty State in 
the moſt juſt and lively Colours; declares 
the Neceffity of an internal Change, or be- 
ing born again, before he can be fit for 
Heaven; —— declares there is an Agent 
called the Spirit of God, whoſe Office it is 

to 
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to produce this Change; and in regard 


to Man's Guilt, it declares Chriſt ſhed his 
Blood for the Forgiveneſs of Sins. — And 
thus Man is clearly acquainted, that he is 
now upon Trial for Eternity; that his 
Nature is depraved, and may be made holy 
by God's good Spirit; that as a Sinner 
he muſt be condemned by God's holy Law, 
but that, upon his believing in Chriſt, his 
Repentance and future Endeavours ſhall be 
accepted and rewarded with the never end- 
ing Happineſs of Heaven; becauſe Chriſt 
was ſinleſly obedient to God. Thus Liſe 
and Immortality are brought to light: the ne- 
ceſſity of a holy Lite, and how to gain it i 
ſhewn, and the way in which God, con- 
ſiſtent with his Juſtice, Wiſdom and Mercy, 
would make penitent, believing Sinners e- 
ternally happy. Theſe, which are the 
glorious and diſtinguiſhing Doctrines of the 
Goſpel, are fo ſuited to the Wants of Men, 


{ eſpecially as repenting, broken-hearted 


Sinners find) that nothing can be more ſo, 
and ſo diſplay God's Glory, that nothing 
can be thought of to do it more; which 
things laid together, carry in them the 
Marks of divine Contrivance and Execu- 
tion, and ſo give Teſtimony to this Rel. 
gion being of God. It is particularly to 


this I would call your Attention for. 


O; Young as you are, don't you know 
you have ſinned againſt God ? 


9. Do 
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9. Do you find, that you love God with 
all your Heart and Soul, and Mind and 
Strength ? | 

9. Should you not do fo? I might aſk 
whether you don't find yourſelf little con- 
cerned about the Favour of God, little 
grieved for your Sins, very prone to do 
wrong, and backward to do right; —whe- 
ther you have not a thouſand times broke 
God's Laws; all which, if rightly con- 
ſidered, ſhews the Need you ſtand in of 
God's holy Spirit to make you good, and 
of Chriſt to attone for your Sins, Were 
you convinced of the Evil of Sin, and your 
own Sinfulneſs, Sc. you would ſee God's 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs in this Method of Sal- 
vation by Jeſus Chriſt, which would yield 
a ſtrong Argument for the Truth of this 
Religion. I ſhall not inſiſt on this any 
longer, but point out what you can't help 
ſeeing, if you read the New Teſtament with 
any Care. Read over the New Teſtament 
ſeriouſly, with this Enquiry as you go along. 
Does it tend to produce in me a ſupreme 
Love of God and Goodneſs; and does it 
ſhew me how God will take pleaſure in me? 
Does it declare no Profeſſions, no Zeal, no 
not becoming a Martyr, will ſerve in- 
ſtead of Holineſs? for that without Holineſs 
uo Man fhall ſee God, (Heb. xii. 14.) 

9, May we not then conclude this is a 
Religion, the Practice of which will make 

I you 
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you prevailingly holy, and acceptable to 
God, through the Interceſſion of Chriſt? 

But I would particularly ſhew you ſome 
of t. e Excellencies of this Religion, (and ſo 
come at the internal Evidences for it) by tht 
follow ing Things. Thus, it is ſo far from 
allowing fleſhly Indulgences, or the Luft of 
Power and Riches, Fc. that it enjoins the 
greateſt Temperance and Purity, —and a1 
heavenly inſtead of a worldly and carnal 
Mind *. It is a Religion free from cum- 
berſome Ceremonies and Rites, (which are 
apt to call off the Regard from the Heart) 
and has nothing belonging to it, that tend: 
to prevent its being univerſal, as was the 
Caſe of the Jewiſh, and is (if I miſtake not) 
of the Mahometan; the former was deſigned 
to be national, and it was wiſely ordered, by 
peculiar Rites and Forms, to keep that 
People in the true Worſhip of God, whilſt all 
the reſt of the World had turned from him, 
The Mahometan Religion, whilſt it appear 
to make great Allowances for a carnal and 
ambitious Mind, abounds alſo with frive- 
lous Ceremonies, ſeems to require yearly a 
Pilgrimage to Mecca from every Muflul- 
man, who has Strength of Body, and fut. 
ficient to defray the Expences . | 


* See this more 1 treated of under Subſequent 
Arguments, Head the 3d. 
+ See Sale's Koran, p. 23, 48. 
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Q; Is not that Religion moſt excellent, 
which, except one or two moſt inſtructive 
Rites, enjoins only the worſhipping God in 
Spirit and Truth, and abounding in all 
Righteouſneſs and Goodneſs? 

This is the Caſe with Chriſt's Religion, 
you'll find no Streſs laid on external Obſer- 
vances, Waſhings, ſcrupulous Abſtinencies, 
Pilgrimages, much leſs any Command to 


promote and ſpread bis Religion by Force of 


Arms, or any Promiſe of Happineſs, if you 
die fighting in the Cauſe. No, this laſt 1s 
ſuitable only to one, who could no otherwiſe 
ſecure and propagate his Religion, (which 
was the Caſe of Mahomet) but Chriſt, who 
y, Miracles, Men's Conſciences 
to appeal to for the Truth and Excellencies 
of what he taught and did, whoſe Followers 
alſo were to have the Power of working Mi- 
racles, and who was himſelf to have all 
Power in Heaven and Earth given to him, 
ſuch a Man needed not to require his Fol- 
lowers to ſpread his Religion by the Sword, 
or give them any Promiſe to encourage them 
to do it, becauſe he would ſecure it not only 
without Force, but againſt all the Force, In- 
fluence and Craft of the moſt powerful and 
malicious Enemies. This I ſhall hereafter 
ſhew Chriſt did, by the wonderful Propa- 
gation and Eftabliſhment of his Religion 

I 2 in 
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in the World, againſt long combined Op- 
ſition *. | * 
9. What is the Sum of what has been juſt 
now ſaid ? * 
A. That Chriſtianity forbids a carnal 
worldly Mind, and commands a ſpiritual 
and heavenly one; that it has no frivo- 
lous or cumberſome Ceremonies, nor any 
ching to hinder its being an univerſal Reli- 
ligion; nor in the leaſt allows of Fraud or 
N Force to ſupport or propagate it. 
'F Conſider again, that Chriſt does actually 
195 preſcribe the moſt ſpiritual Worſhip, re- 
3: quires the ſincereſt Piety, moſt extenſive 
ö fr Goodneſs, and the fulleſt Self-Government, 
9. Do you remember any thing Chriſt 
ſays in regard to the manner in which God 
is to be worſhipped ? 9 #Þ 
A. God is a Spirit, and they that worſhip 
bim, muſt worſhip him in Spirit and in Truth, 
John iv. 24. ä 
©. Obſerve further, that Chriſt ſingle 
out the Love of God, and the Love of Men, 
as the two principal Commandments z do 
you remember the Words, in which he does 
thus ? 


* Here is a proper Place to expoſe the abominable 
Principles and Practices of the Religion of Papiſts, ſuch 
of them eſpecially who are for propagating Popery by 
all fraudulent and cruel means, at the 2 of Faith, 
and with Seas of Blood. 


A, Matth. 
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A. Matth. xxii. 37, 38, 39, 40. Jeſus 


ſaid unto him, Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy 


God with all thy Heart, and with all thy _ 
and with all thy Mind. 

This is the firſt and great Commandment. 

And the ſecond is like unto it, Thou ſhalt 
love thy Neighbour as thyſelf. 

On theſe two Commanaments hang all the 
Law and the Prophets. 


APPLICATION. 


Ever remember this, To love God 
with all the Heart, Sc. that is, ſincerely, 
uniformly and operatively is the great fun- 
damental Commandment, and to love 
your Neighbour as yourſelf, is the ſecond 
like unto it. 

9, Shan't you endeavour to pleaſe God 
in every thing, if you thus love him? 

A Does not requiring this Love, and de- 
claring it to be the firſt and great Command- 
ment, lead to the beſt Foundation for all 
right Conduct? 

Does not God require to do whatſo- 
ever is right and fit for you to do? 

9. Is not therefore the ſincere Love of 
God the likelieſt means to make Men do 
whatever is right? 

9. But if we conſider the Love of God 
as a Principle of Piety only, will it not, if 
fncere and uniform, be operative, and the 

I 3 ſureſt 
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ſureſt way to produce all religious Regards 
to him ? 

2, And is not loving one's Neighbour as 
one's ſelf (that is, really and truly loving 
him) the ſureſt way to be always true, Jult 
and merciful towards him? 

Thus, then, we ſee Chriſt has fin gled 
out the two beſt Rules that can be laid = 
for ſecuring and promoting true Religion and 
Righteouſneſs. 

9. Do you remember any of his Com. 
mandments which relate to Self-Govern- 
ment? 

A. Luke ix. 23. Maith. v. 29, 30 
Maith. vi. 19, 20, 21. And be ſaid to then 
all, If any Man will come after me, let bin 
deny himſelf, and take up bis Croſs daily, ani 
follow me. And if thy right Eye offend ibis 
pluck it out, and caſt it from thee ;, for it i 
profitable for thee that one of thy Members ſhpouli 
| periſh, and not that thy whole Body ſhould x 

caſt into Hell, And if thy right 2 offen 
thee, cut it off, and caſt it from thee ;, for i 
is profitable for thee that one of thy Member 
ſhould periſh, and not that thy whole Buß 
Gould A caſt into Hell, Lay not up for your 
ſelves Treaſures upon Earth, "was Moth ani 
Ruſt doth corrupt, and where Thieves bred 
through and ſteal. But lay up for yourſeiu! 
Treaſures in Heaven, where neither Moth u 
FO doth corrupt, and where Thieves he 

t 


RELIOILOUS Exf Reis ES. 91 


ards break through and ſteal. For where your 
* Treaſure is, there will your Heart be alſo.— 
Ir a Thus you ſee Chriſt's Religion requires 
ving the ſublimeſt Piety, the moſt extenſive Right- 
jut eouſneſs, and the trueſt Self. Government, 
0 and the moſt exalted heavenly Mind. 
Sled What excellent, what pleaſant Work it 
Jown would be, to ſhew how he exemplified all 
n and theſe in his own Life! You may be aſſiſted 
in part by looking into the third Appendix, 
which gives a View of his Temper, Courſe 
and Manner of Life. | 

It would lead me on almoſt without End 
to ſhew how Chriſt's Religion is adapted to 
advance the Glory of all God's Perfections, to 
ſecure and promote natural Religion; 
how exactly and amazingly it is ſuited to the 
Wants of Men, juſt what their ignorant. 
depraved, - weak and guilty State required * 
But I muſt only tell you, in a word, it 
were eaſy to prove that pure Religion and uni- 
verſal Righteouſneſs are, in the beſt manner, 
provided for, by Example, - Precept, —of- 
fered Aſſiſtances, — higheſt Rewards, — ſe- 
vereſt Puniſhments, — molt engaging and 
conſtraining Motives, (where Perſons are 
not loſt to all Senſe of the moſt unmerited 
Favours) and that the Glory of all God's 
Attributes is illuſtrated, and that temporal 


— 


* See Religion of Jeſus delineated.— And Jeſus 
Chriſt the Mediator and Advocate, Oo. 


| 1K. and 
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and eternal Salvation of Men are taken the 
beſt care of, in a way moſt worthy of God, 
as it diſplays his Holineſs and his Mercy 
L moſt remarkably, and beyond what any Re- 
17 ligion known in the World can make even 
6 1 any Pretence to, each of theſe would be a 
14 diſtinct internal Evidence or Reaſon, (ariſing 
from the Nature of Chriſtian Religion) to 


4 prove its Original to be from God. But we 
14 muſt not ſtay on this Head any longer “. 
1 Q, Can you give me the Sum of what 


has been ſaid under this Head? 

A. That the Chriſtian Religion appears, 
from its Nature, to come from God; be- 
cauſe it is moſt wonderfully ſuited to the fallen 
State of Mankind, and reveals the ſure way of 
Salvation.— It forbids a carnal and worldly 
Mind, and requires the contrary z—it is free 
from all cumberſome Ceremonies, and con- 
trary toall Fraud and Cruelty ;—and lays the 
beſt Ground for ſincere Piety, extenſive Right- 
eouſneſs, and Self. Government; or, in one 
word, it is the beſt calculated to promote 
the Glory of God, ——the Cauſe of Truth 
and Goodneſs, —and the everlaſting Hap- 
pineſs of Men. . | p 


God's Wiſdom, Goodneſs, Truth, with ev'ry Grace, 
Shanes in this Scheme of ſaving human Race. 


* See more hereafter under the Head of the Spread 
and Efabliſhment of Chriſtianity in the World. 


Ap P L I- 


RELICIOVS ExERCI8ts. 93 


APPLICATION. N 
Lay theſe Things, my young Friend, 
to your Heart, and they will ſerve as a great 
Security againſt Infidelity. YowTl find Per- 
ſons in the World who would draw you into 
a Diſbelief of the holy Religion of Jeſus 
Chriſt, but obſerve, and you'll find they are 
Men void of the Fear and Love of God, 
Men devouted to Pleaſure, Profit or Ho- 
nour, as their chief Good, who terminate 
their Views within the Bounds of this Lite, 
and live as if they had no Souls, and as if 
there was no future State of Rewards and 
Puniſhments, which yet you have ſeen, from 
the Light of Nature, is demonſtrable. —— 
Apain, attending to theſe internal Evidences 
of the Truth of Chriſtian Religion, will 
rectify your Judgment in many important 
Points, wherein many profeſſing Chriſtians 


ght- Wl miſtake; e. g. on what Account God is 
one Bl pleaſed to pardon and juſtiſy penitent Be- 
note I lievers; not for the Good Works which they 
ruth BF have done, (as if theſe could be meritorious 


of his ſaving Mercy) but for the ſake of 
what his Son has done, and ſuffered. : 
The Knowledge of theſe Things will pre- 
vent the groſs Miſtake of others, who ex- 
pect Salvation, though they remain carnal 
and ſenſual Perſons, addicted to ſinful In- 
dulgences, or worldly minded, ſeeking after 


and prizing the Creature more than the 
Cre- 
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Creator. It will no leſs guard you againſt 
| it the Error of thoſe who place Religion in 
| ] | Ceremonies, ar Zeal for a Party, or a Set 


of Opinions, which leave the Heart un- 
ſanctified, and the Life unreformed : It will 
clearly diſcover the dreadful Miſtake of thoſe 


(4 who go about to promote Religion by 
Ki! Frauds and Cruelty, (and may therefore 
1 well ſteel you againſt Popery *, which i; 


propagated by Deceit and Cruelty, as the 
fulleſt Evidence of Hiſtory ſhews.) In a 
word, you may learn, from what has now 
been ſaid, that the Religion of the Lord 
Jeſus is moſt ſpiritual, heavenly and god- 
like, transforming all the genuine Profeſſor 
of it into a Likeneſs to God, in ſome degree, 
eſpecially in Sincerity, Righteouſneſs, Mercy, 
and a Love and Endeavour after uni verſi 
Holineſs +. ——O therefore take heed that 
you miſtake not in ſo important a, Point, 
nor be ſatisfied with being only alma 4 
Chriſtian ! n 


* See Jeſuits Morals, — The Hiſtory of the Inquiſ- 
tion, by Limb. — Popery always the ſame, — Great 
x Britain's Memorial againſt Popery, &c. 

TH + The Effects of it may be ſeen and read with mud 
Bhi Advantage, in a valuable Piece, entitled, Ri/e and Pre 
gre/s of Religion in the Soul, by Dr. Dadaridge. 
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nſt 

* . 5 

— CHAP. vVIl 

will 4. Subſequent Arguments. 

noſe . ; 

by r. I Proceed now to help you to diſcern 
fore ſome of the many Proofs which 


h's followed Chriſt's Aſcenſion to Heaven, or 
the Wl which attended on the Apoſtles and firſt 
In 2 Wl Chriſtians.——1 ſhall ſingle out three; the 

| Completion of what Chriſt had foretold ;— 
the Miracles which his Followers worked ; 
——and the Spread and Eſtabliſhment of 
Chriſtian Religion in the World. 


Under the Head of Predic- | | 
tions, I ſhall point out four 1. The — 
Particulars. The Deſcent of Chrit's Pre. 
the Holy Ghoſt on the Apoſtles, dictions. 
and to what End; the 
Treatment Chriſt's Apoſtles were to meet 
with in the World; the Deſtruction of 
the Temple, Sc. 

9, Did Chriſt ſeveral times, 
whilſt on Earth, promiſe his Git pro 
Followers , that after he left miſed, 
them they ſhould receive extra- 
ordinary Influences from God's holy Spirit, 
to guide them to all Truth, (relative to his 
Religion, that is) to comfort them, to en- 


able them to work Miracles, Ge? - 


[AP 
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* If you don't remember them, read the 

following Promiſes, Jobn xiv. 26. John xvi, 

1 13, 14. Acts i. 4, 5, 8. But the Comforter, 
[Wi which is the Holy Ghoſt, whom the Father will 
. ſend in my Name, he ſball teach you all Things, 


and bring all Things to your Remembrance, 
whatſoever I have ſaid unto you. - Howbeit, 
when he, the Spirit of Truth, is come, he will 
guide you into all Truth ; for be ſhall not ſpeak 
of bimſelf ; but whatſoever he ſhall hear, that | 
Hall he ſpeak, and be will ſhew you Things 10 
come. He ſhall glorify me; for be ſhall re. 
ceive of mine, and ſhall ſhew it unto you. 
And being aſſembled together with them, con- 
manded them that they ſhould not depart from 
Jeruſalem, hut wait for the Promiſe of the 
Father, which, faith he, ye have heard of me. 
For John truly baptized with Water, but ye 
/hall be baptized with the Holy Ghoſt, not many 
Days hence. But ye ſhall receive Power after 
that the Holy Ghoſt is come upon you. 

Theſe are ſo many expreſs Afurances 
given to his Apoitles, that they ſhould not 
be left to themſelves, when he was gone 
from them. There are other Texts, which 
might have been mentioned, as Fob xv. 26. 
John xvi. 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, But what I de- 
fire you particularly further to remember, b 


: 


® The Perſons inſtructed ſhould learn a Text or 
two, and under each of theſe Heads of Prophecy. 


Mart 
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Mark xvi. 17, 18. And theſe Signs ſhall fol- 
low them that believe; In my Name ſhall they 
caſt out Devils, they ſhall ſpeak with new 
Tongues, they ſhall take up Serpents, and 
if they drink any deadly Thing, it ſhall not burt 
them, they ſhall lay Hands on the Sick, and 
they ſhall recover. | 

9. Do you remember any Texts of Scrip- 
ture, that ſhew that Chriſt's Promiſe was ful- 
filled? | 

If not, conſult the following Paſſages. 

Adds ii. 1, 2, 3, 4, 3, 33. A, iii. 1—12. 
As iv. 31-34. Acts xxviii. 3— 10. 

Indeed the whole Hiſtory of the Acts of 
the Apoſtles, and ſeveral of St. Paul's E- 
piſtles, (ſee ſuch Places, as Rom. xv. 18, 19. 
1 Cor. xii. 2 Cor, xii. 12. Galat. iii. 1—6.) 


ſhew plainly that the Holy Ghoſt was given 


both to the Apoſtles, and to thoſe who be- 
lieved their Report, and that it was, as St, 
Mark ſays, Chriſt had declared it ſhould be, 
In bis Name they ſhould caſt out Devils, —they 
ſhould ſpeak with new Tongues, &c. 7 

9. Muſt not Chriſt have known the 
Counſel of God, before he could foretel ſuch 
wonderful Events as theſe? 

9, Muſt he not have been ſure, that God 
would thus bear Teſtimony to his Followers, 
before he would have made ſuch Declara- 
tions? | 

9. If theſe had not come to paſs, would 
not theſe Predictions have been an Argu- 

K ment 
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ment againſt the Truth of his being ſent of 
God? 

2. For, mayn't this be always relied on, 
as a certain Truth, that he whom God ſengz 
ſpeaketh the Words of God, and that al 
God's Words are true? 

Again, Chriſt not only aſſured his Dif. 
ciples of the extraordinary Aids of the Holy 
| Spirit, but he told them ex- 
— 3 preſsly what Treatment 
they were to {hould meet with, when they 
meet with, were employed in propagating 

his Religion. 

Q. Can you give me a Paſſage or tw 
that expreſſes this Treatment? 

If not, read the following Places. 

Jobn xv. 20, 21. Fobn xvi. 1—4. Rt 
member the Word that I ſaid unto you, Ti 
Servant is not greater than the Lord; if thy 
have perſecuted me, they will alſo perſecut 

vou; if they have kept my Saying, they ui 
| keep yours alſo. But all theſe things will thy 
do unto you for my Name's ſake ;, becauſe tht 
know not him that ſent me. Theſe things hat 
T ſpoken unto you, that you ſhould not be if 
fended. They ſhall put you out of the Syn 
gogues; yea the Time cometh, that whoſoewt! 
killeth you will think that he doth God Servitt 
And theſe things will they do unto you; becail 
they have not known the Father, nor me, Bu 
tbeſe things have I told you, that when the Tim 
Hall come, ye may remember that I told 7 
then. 
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nt of them: And theſe things I ſaid not unto you at 
the Beginning; becauſe I was with you. 
d on, 9. Don't theſe Words ſhew, that Chriſt 
foreknew the Perſecutions, Excommunica- 
tions, and violent Death, which would be 
the Portion of his Followers ? 
Read but the Hiſtory of the AFs, and 
| you'll ſee all this was exactly fulfilled ; par- 
ticularly conſult the following Places. Acts 
iv. 1—4. Chap. v. 17, 18, 40. Chap. vi. . 
ad fin, chap. vii. 54. ad fin. chap, viii. 1—5, 
& 


c. 

I might direct you to other Predictions of 
the like ſort, as Math. x. 16—26, Mark 
xill, 9—14. Luke xxi. 12, John xv. 19. 
ch. xvi. 2. which, when conſulted, will further 
prove that Chriſt was a divine Prophet.— 

But we muſt haſten to the 


if thy next Head, and ſhew you ſome- 3. How the 
erſecut ¶ ¶ thing very remarkable in Chriſt's _ — _ 
ey ui Predictions of the Spread of bis in the * 

ill thy Religion, and its overcoming World. 

vſe te all Oppoſition, This Know- 

vs bai ledge was beyond human, and could be cer- 
t be of tainly declared by no one, except acquainted 
e Hu with the Counſel of God. 


9, Can you give me two or three Pal- 
ſages, where Chriſt foretells this? 


If you are unacquainted with them, attend 

to theſe which follow. | 

Matth. xiii. 31, 32, 33. Anoiher Parable 

put be forth unto them, ſaying, The Kingdom 
K 2 


of 
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of Heaven is like to a Grain of Muſtard Seed, 
which a Man took and ſowed in bis Fi zld, 
Which is indeed the leaſt of all Seeds; but 
ꝛ0 hen it is grown, it is the greateſt among 
Herbs, and becometh a Tree; ſo that the Bird. 
of the Air come and lodge in the Branches there- 
of *. Another Parable ſpate be unto them, The 
Kingdom of Heaven is like unto Leaven, which 
a Woman took and hid in three Meaſures of 
Meal, till the whole was leavened. Mark 
Xiii. 27. And then ſhall he ſend his Angels, 
and ſhall gather together his Elect from the 
four Winds, from the uttermoſt Part of the 
Earth to the uttermoſs Part under Heaven.— 
And this Spread of the Goſpel was tacitly 
foretold in thoſe Words, Mark xiv. 9. V. 
rily I ſay unto you, Whereſoever this Goſpel 
ſhall be preached throughout the whole World, 
this alſo which ſhe hath done ſhall be ſpoker of, 
for a Memorial of her. Thus the fame 
Perſon, at the ſame time, that he told his 
Followers, they were to meet with the 
ſtrongeſt Oppoſition, and lay down their 
Lives in his Cauſe, yet gave them to under- 
ſtand, that the Truths they preached ſhould 
prevail, and be eſtabliſhed in the World, 
ſo that the Gates of H ſhould never prevail 
againſt it, Matth. xv. 18. 


* See Lightfoot, * II. p. 19. where he quotes 
from a Jew the t Height to which the Muſtard 


Seed grow in the Countries. 


2, Since 
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9. Since the Fact has been, and is at this 
Day, as Chrift above 1700 Years ago fore- 
told it ſhould be, is not this a ſtrong Reaſon 
for you to believe in this divine Perſon, as 
the Sent of God to teach and ſave the 
World? 

A. Les; I ought to believe and obey 
him, who was ſo highly honoured of God, 

Once more I would lead you 
to conſider Chriſt's poſitive Pre- fl. Hou 4 
diction of the Deſtruction of the ge Temple 
Temple of Feruſalem ; the r. : 
— of the City; the 
Judgments upon the Jewiſh Nation; 
their final Diſperſion ; —and the Time 
when this 1 be; and theſe will prove 
him to have been a divine Prophet. 

9. Can you tell me any Texts, which 
refer to theſe Events? 

If not, I ſhall refer you to a few. 

Matth. xxiv. 1, 2. Here we ſee the entire 
Deſtruction of the Temple is deſcribed. — 
Luke xix. 41 to 45. Here the Deſtruction 
of the City, with the remarkable Circumſtance 
of its being moſt cloſely intrenched, (which, 
as Foſephus the Jewiſh Hiſtorian relates, was 
the Caſe) is ex reſsl foretold. Luke xxi. 
22, 23, 24. Here is a Prediction of the 
Miſeries of the People, the Fulfilment of 
which you would be ſatisfied of, were you 
to read the above Hiſtorian's Account of the 

K 3 un- 
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unſpeakable Evils which fell on them *.,— 
Luke xxi. 24. Here is the Captivity and 
Diſperſion of the Jews, which Diſperſion has 
laſted from that Time to this. _— Laſtly, 
read Matth. xxiv. 34. Matth, xxii. 36, 3), 
38. Luke xxi. 29—34. Here the Time is 
fixed, when all theſe Evils ſhould come to 
paſs, and Zo/ephus, and other Hiſtorians, will 
inform you, it came to paſs before that Ge- 
neration of Men expired, | 

Now, all this is the more remarkable; 
becauſe, in Chriſt's Time, the Jews were 4 
flouriſhing People, and appeared in a ſettled 
State. 


APPLICATION. 
Remember and labour to improve theſe 


Things; and conſider theſe Prophecies were 
not only delivered by Chriſt, but wrote and 
duperie] into many Hands, before thelc 
Events came to paſs, For this I could give 
you abundant Teſtimony. Remember alſo 
that the Temple and City have never 
been rebuilt , and the Jews are ſtil 


* See 7o/zptas's Wars of the Jews, Book VII. 

I It may be worth obſerving, that Julian the Apo- 
ſtate reſolyed the Rebuilding of this Temple, and ſet i 
on foot, giving full Encouragement to the Jews to a 
what they could to forward it, and committed the Care i 
of the Work to 4by/ius. He thought this would be 
one means of weakening Chriſtianity ; but this Defi 
is ſaid to have been miraculouſſy' prevented. Ses 
Echard's Roman Hiſtory, Vol. III. p. 77. from Ann. 
Marcel. 


»- 
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# a diſperſed People over the Face of the 
Earth “. 

9, Does not this look like an Anſwer to 
that Imprecation, His Blood be on us, and on 
our Children] Matth. xxvii. 24, 2 5? 

Let us next confider the Ar- 8 
gument ariſing from the Mi- Smeg 
racles which ChriſPs Followers by his Dif 


t Ge- worked, — Theſe afford ſeve- ciples after 
ral Teſtimonies in Proof of the a Aen. 

able; Truth of Chriſtianity ——— 

ere 2 . Since, 1. Working Miracles was a Fulfil. 

ettled ment of Chriſt's Predictions; for before he 


ſuffered, he foretold that his Diſciples ſhould 
perform miraculous Works, as has been 
ſhewn, 2. As every Miracle they worked 
in the Name of Chriſt was a Voucher to the 
Truth of his having come from God, and 
being gone to him; becauſe they appealed 
to God for the Truth of this, by working 
Miracles in Chriſt's Name. 3. The Facts 
conſidered in themſelves ſhewed the extra- 
ordinary Power of God with them; from 
whence we may well conclude, that what 
+ taught and delivered was the Will of 

9. When Chrift had, in his Life-time, 
not only accurately foretold how he ſhould 
be treated by his Friends and Enemies, how 


* See this Subject of Chriſt's Predictiom well-treated 
in the Biſhop of London's Paſtoral Letters, p. 54- 
he 
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he ſhould die, and when rife again, but alſo 
that his Diſciples ſhould, in a few Days after 
his Aſcenſion, have Power from above to 
work Miracles, and proſelyte Men to his 
Faith by this means, what could give more 
Evidence to Chriſt's divine Miſſion, than the 
Fulfilment of this laſt Promiſe, within the 
ſhort Space referred to? 

A. The Evidence is indeed very ſtrong 
and affecting. 

9, Muſt not he have foreknown the Coun- 
ſel of God? 

9, As his Diſciples worked Miracles i in 
his Name, did they not prove, by this par- 
ticular Reference to him, that he was the 
Approved of God, that he had come from 
him, and was gone to him? 

9. Would God, think you, have per: 
mitted his Power to be uſed in ſuch a man- 
ner, according to Chriſt's Prediction, to 
avouch a Falſhood ? | 

A. Moſt certainly he would not. 1 

Q. Would God have bore witneſs to 
Chriſt during his Life, and by his Reſur- 
rection, and afterwards alſo by enabling his 
Diſciples to eſtabliſh his Religion in the Face 
of all the World, by Appeals to God and 
Chriſt, for Power to teſtify the Truth of 
_ they ſaid, if what they ſaid was not 
true 

A. To ſuppoſe ſo, is to ſuppoſe that he 
is a Friend to the Devil, the Father of Liars, 

2; Muſt 
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9, Muſt you not believe, either that 
Chriſt was ſent from God to teach and ſave 
Men, or elſe that God (with Awe be it 
ſpoken) bore his Teſtimony to a Falſhood 
publicly, for a Courſe of Years ? 

9, Can you think God will atteſt and ſet 
his Seal to what 1s not true ? 

Thus the Religion which Jeſus Chriſt ſet 
on foot, and which during all the time of his 
Preaching was atteſted by divine Power, 
(moſt wiſely and kindly diſplayed) was alſo 
after his Departure confirmed in the fame 
way, God bearing witneſs to the Propagation 
of that Religion, both with Signs and Won- 
ders, and Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, according 
to his own Will, Heb: ii. 4. The Hiſtory! 
of the AFs of the Apoſtles gives you a fall 
Account of this Matter, and moſt of rhe 
Epiſtles, in a very ſtrong manner, prove the 
ſame thing; and, if it were neceſſary, I 
could give you other Proofs of it, and ſhew 
too, that God did not ceaſe to bear public 
Teſtimony to Chriſt's Religion, till it had 
greatly ſpread, and taken deep Root. 
But this would lead us too far, and it is the 
leſs neceſſary ; becauſe, if you attend to the 
Progreſs this Religion made in the World, 
under the greateſt Diſcouragements, you will 


* See Appendix IV, to this Work, containing a 
View of ſome of the Miracles wrought by the A- 


les. 
be 
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be ſatisfied there muſt have been a divine E. 
nergy of ſome kind or other attending it, — 

Let us next attend to the 
3 The Growth and Settlement of 
pread and Chriſtianity in the World. 


. That it is the moſt holy 


Chriſtianity and ſelf-denying Religion has 
in the Worll. been ſhewn. It makes no Al- 

lowances for ſenſual Indulgen- 
ces, or for Craft, Flattery, or Force, but 
requires the higheſt Heavenly-mindedneſs, 
the greateſt Sincerity, Honeſty and Meck: 
neſs. All its propoſed Rewards were invi- 
ſible from the World, and the greateſt not 
to be had on this Side the Grave. Wheren 
it required a Readineſs to undergo all public 
Diſgrace, and the greateſt preſent Evils d 
Body, Name and Eſtate, for a good Con- 
ſcience and Adherence to the Faith, 

ls there any thing in all this likely to 
engage the Men of the World ? 

Q, Is ſuch a Religion adapted to the | 
Liking of ſenſual, ambitious and covetouw 
Men ? . 

9. Are not the Generality of the World 
ſuch ? 

But here were ſeveral Things in Chriſt' 
Religion peculiarly unpopular. Not only 
was the Gentile offended with having infe 
rior Worſhip baniſhed “, and being * he 


See Warburton's Divine Legation of Moſer. 


muſt 
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e E. muſt diſmiſs all his Superſtition, and his 
— Nation's Gods, and worſhip God alone 
Not only was the Jew offended with ad- 
mitting all Men to the Favour of God e- 
qually with themſelves, and having their 
Temple Worſhip ſuperceded, &c. but Jew 
and Gentile were averſe from ſubmitting to 
an humbled, crucified Saviour. To quit 
(as they thought) Moſes and their Philoſo- 
phers for the reaching of plain and illiterate 
Men, Men of no Figure and Repute in the 
World, To leave the Religion, in which 
they had lived from their Infancy, (and to 
which they were conſequently attached) for 
one thus handed to them, which, at the ſame 
time, was much more mortifying to ſinful 
Affections than their own, and reſtrained 
them from the Liberty they had long en- 
joyed of frequent Divorces, —and more Wives 
than one, Cc. two Things, which were di- 
rectly againſt the general Practice of thoſe 
Times, With theſe and many other diſ- 
couraging Attendants, Chriſtian Religion ſet 
out. | 

9, Do you think (looking no further than 
this) that ſuch a Religion was ever likely to 
prevail in the World? 

9. Muſt not Jew and Gentile have had 
very ſtrong Averſion to it ? 
If you were well acquainted with the Hi- 
ſtory of the Church (nay of the Enemies of 
it) for the firſt 300 Years, you * 

ow 
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how this Averſion turned into implacable 
Hatred, and ſetting all the World againſt 
this Religion . Lou. would ſee what cruel 
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| -Mockings and Scourgings, Loſs of all Tem. 
— 77 poral Poſſeſſions, of Good Name, and of 
1 Life, (in the moſt ignominious and torment- 
9 ing manner, that Malice and Cruelty could 
6 invent) went hand in hand with the public 


Profeſſion of this Religion.— In ſhort, 
you would ſee, that whatever Malice and 
Cruelty, ſupported by * rendered 
ſacred by great and honourable Names, exe- 
cuted by Imperial Power, whatever theſ: 
could do againſt any Cauſe, were done 2. 
gainſt the Cauſe of Chriſt, during the ten 
Perſecutions. And yet, O wonderful Mi. 
racle]! without temporal Views, without 
Craft, without ſecular Power, and again: 
them all, this Grain of Muſtard Seed 
ſpread, and bore down at laſt all its Op- 
preſſors, conquered the Roman Empire, and 
expelled all their Gods. 

Q: Muſt not God, think you, have bee 
the Proſperer of this Cauſe? 


* The ſacred Hiſtorian has recorded, that the Jew 
at Rome, ſo early as St. Paul's firſt Impriſonment ther, 
(which was about thirty Years after our Lord's Deati 
declared they knew that Chriſtians were a Sect ever 
where ſpoken againſt, and were to read what ,othe! 
Authors, Heathen and Chriſtian, have wrote, of hit 
was done as well as ſaid againſt them, it would amaz 
you, and could be equalled only by Popi/þ Perlect 


tions. 
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9, What more likely Way, than by mi- 
raculous Appearances, which ſtrengthened 
the Faith of the ſuffering Chriſtians, and an 
Aſſurance of God's Favour, and Heaven at 
laſt ; which made them amazingly patient, 
ſo that they convinced many, and confound- 
ed all their Enemies ? 
9, What is the Sum of what has been 
ſaid under this Argument of ſubſ:quent Evi- 
dence for the "Truth of Chriſtian Re- 
ligion? 
A, iſt. The Fulfilment of Chriſt's Pro- 
ecles relating to the Deſcent of the Holy 
oft — The Treatment Chriſt's A poſtles 
ere to meet with—The Progreſs of his Re- 
ligion in the World, and the Deſtruction 
of the Temple, Se. 2dly, The Mira- 
cles which his Followers worked in his 
Name — and 3dly, The wonderful Pro- 
greſs of Chriſtian Religion in the World, 
conſidered as a Fact which required divine 
Power to bring it to pals. 


APPLICATION. 


Remernber theſe Things when you ſet 
yourſelf to think of Arguments for Chriſtian 


Religion, which followed Chriſt's Aſcenſion, 
and learn to adore the Power and Wiſdom of 


1 the Almighty in all this; and be ſure to 
* give up yourſelf to the Government of the 
Perſece Lord Feſus, without which you cannot be 


layed, It would be almoſt endleſs were 


Wh 1 I to 
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I to ſhew you all the Arguments which might 
be brought from other Heads; as the extra. 
ordinary Converſion of Sr. Paul, who re. 
ceived by a particular Revelation from 
Chriſt, the Knowledge of Chriſtianity — 
the Appeals made by S!. Paul (to the Chri- 
ſtians to whom he wrote) to Miracles work- 
ed by him, and miraculous Gifts beſtowed 
on them. | 
2: Would you (or any Perſon in his 
Senſes) in writing ſerious and important Let. 
ters, refer to Facts as publickly done by 
you in the Preſence of thoſe you write to, 
(eſpecially if you had Enemies among them) 
and appeal to miraculous Gifts beſtowed by 
you, when thoſe to whom you wrote had 
never ſeen ſuch Facts, nor received ſuch 
Powers? 
©. Would not this be the way to be de- 
ſpiſcd as a Fool or Madman, or contemned 
and abhorred as an impudent Liar? 
A. It would be a molt direct way to prove 
oneſelf a Liar. | 
Attend to the following Paſſages, and 
you'll be convinced that ſome of the Churches, 
to whom St. Paul wrote, muſt have known, 
either by credible Teſtimony, or ſeen and 
received his miraculous Gifts, or elſe that 
St. Paul was not to be credited. But yo 


Vd Obſervations on the Converſion and Apoſtle- 
ſhip, of St. Pa,. in a Letter to Giller: Wc, Eig; 
and the divine Conimiliion of St. Pc ul examined and 
eitablimed. Dr. at's cvangelicul Diſcourſes, Serm. e. 

i ſee 
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ſee by and by that he was credited, when 
] ſhew you that his Epiſtles are part of the 
New Teſtament, and have been receiv'd as 
ſacred Writings from the time they were 
wrote, 

Read with Attention the following Paſ- 
ſages, Rom. i. 11, 15, 18, 19, 1 Cor. ii. 
4. 1 Cor. zii. 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 28, ad fin. 
xiv. 18. 2 Cor. xii. 12. Galat. ii. 8. iii. 
6. 1 . 

To ſum up as briefly as may be all that 
has been ſaid, give me an Account if you 
can, of all the general Heads in Proof of 
the Truth of Chriſtian Religion. 

There have been Arguments fetch'd fron 
what preceded Chriſt's Birth, what were they 
called? [For fuller Evidence conſult Rea. 
of Chriſtian Religion. 

A. Antecedent Proofs. 

9, What were they ? 

A. 1ſt. Preſumplive, drawn from the State 
that the World was in before our Lord ap- 
peared and drawn from the general Na- 
ture of his Religion. 2dly, Expreſs Pro- 
phecies relating to the whole of hi Charac- 
ter, Life, and Death. | 

9. Have you not ſeen a fecond Sett of 


| Arguments drawn from extraordinary Events 
| which attended on him ? What were theſe 


called ? 
A, Concomitant Proofs. 
2 What were they? 
A. Miracles whic.1 were wrought by gur 
L 2 ble ſſed 


— 
— 
— 


112 RELicious EXERCISES. 


bleſſed Saviour in Proof that he came from 
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Have you not had a third Sett of Ar- 
— drawn from the Nature of his ho- 
/ Religion? What were theſe called? 

A. Inherent Arguments. 

9, Whence do theſe ariſe ? 

A. From the Tendency of his Religion 
to promote the Glory of God the Cauſe 
of Truth and Rig teouſneſs, and man's eter- 
nal Happineſs, 

9, Do you remember the fourth Sett of 
Proofs drawn from what followed on his 
Reſurrection, and what were theſe Argu- 
ments called ? 

A. Subſequent, 

9. What were the chief Things menti- 
oned here ? 

A. The Completion of what Chriſt had 
ſoretold the Miracles which his Folloy- 
ers worked and the Spread and Eſtabliſh 
ment of his Religion in the World, 

Thus I have laid down before you Ar 
guments Antecedent, Concomitant, Inherent, 
and Subſequent, in Proof of Chriſt's being 
the Sent of God, and his Religion being & 
vine. Under the laſt general Head 
might have ſingled out, and delightfully 
enlarged on another Argument drawn from 
Fact and Experience, which laſts to this Day, 
and will continue ſo to do: I mean tix 
ſanFifying Influence of this holy Religion on al 
who truly live by it, and the inward "ey 
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Tom of God's boly Spirit on the Hearts and Con- 

ſciences of all ſincere Believers, by which they 
Ar- have full Perſuaſion of the Fruth of the 
ho- Goſpel 3 and are able chearfully to mortiſy 
their Luſts, contemn this World, and lay 
down their Lives (as thouſands have done) 
for the ſake of Chriſt. But J have been too 
long already, and therefore would rather 
direct you how to ſecure this Evidence 
(which will put all paſt poſſible Diſpute) 
than tell you more of it. The Way is to 
be prayer ful, honeſt, humble, and diligent, in 
the Practice of Chriſt's Commanaments. 
Then youll know by this inward Witneſs, 
that Chriſt came from God, and that his 
Religion is divine — Take heed therefore 
leſt, after all, you contemn him whom God 
has ſent, or prove diſobedient. Keep 
theſe Words always in memory, which I 
leave with you. We ought to give 
the more earneſt beed to the Things which 
we have heard, leſt at any lime we ſhould let 
them flip. For if the Word ſpoken by Angels 
was ſtedfaſt, and every Tranſereſſion and Diſ- 
obedience received a juſt Recompence of Re- 
ward: Flow ſhall we eſcape if we neglect ſo 
great Salvation, which at the firſt began to be 
ſpoken by the Lord, and was confirmed - unto 
s by then that heard him, God alſs bearing 
them witneſs, both with Signs and Wonders, 
and with. divers Miracles, and Gifts of the 
Holy Ghoſt, according to his own Will? Heb. 


See Faich built on Knowledge, Diſc. ix. p. 192. 
Dr. Vatt's Evan, Pitter: 
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li. 1, 2, 3, 4. Weigh theſe Evidences, 
and then you'll be able to give a Reaſon of 
your Faith; and ſay, 


My Heart Lecame the Convert of my Head, | 
And made that Choicr, which once was but my 
G Fate.” Night IV. 


CHAP VIE 


The Authenticneſs and divine Authority of the 


Books of the New Teſtament. 
S er. L 


Authenticneſs. 


Tutor, T Ndeniable Evidence may be 
given you, that for above 1600 


Years pait, there have been Books relating 


to the Birth, Life, Doctrine, and Tranſac- 
tions of Chriſt, which were received a 
writ by Apoſtles, and apoſtolical Men, and 
eſteemed ſacred; and this within the Age d 
Miracles, and by thoſe very Perſons who 
jived at the time, and were converted by 
their preaching, and the Wonders the 
wrouglit. Thus it might be ſhewn you 
that chere have been Books from the fill 
Age of Chriſtianity, which have had a fe 
ered Regard paid to them in every Age, 
23 containing the Religion of. Jeſus Chrilt; 
Books, which different Sects and Parties % 
mong Chriſtians have cqually eſteemed aur 
_ and of divine Authority for direct. 

ng their Faith, Practice, Hopes, and Fear 


of the 
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If you were capable of ſearching into 
the Chriſtian Writers of the three firſt Cen- 
turies, the Evidence for this would be eaſily 
ſeen. We cannot only prove there have 
been ſuch Books in the Chriſtian Church from 
the Age, in which the Apoſtles lived, but 
alſo that there have been ſuch as thoſe which 
we now. have, which went under the fame 
Names ; and are the Books which were at 
firſt received for the Rule to direct Chriſtians 
in Points of Faith and Practice. The full 
Proofs of all this would be too long for you, 
but however, it may be proper to take No- 


ny be tice of the following Things, to enable you 
1600 to paſs a Judgment concerning this Matter. 

lating 1, The Writings of the Fews and Hea- 
ranſac- chens in the early Ages of the Church ſhew, 
ved u there were ſuch Writers as Matthew, Mark, 

a, and BY Oc. and ſuch Books as their Goſpels. * 

Age d 2, In every Age from that Time to this 
is wiv Books were wrote, which are ſtill in the Li- 
ed VE brarics of the Learned, that refer to ſome 
s i or other, or all of the Books of the New 
N iy Teſtament as genuine, and of ſacred Au- 

282 


the Perſons whoſe 
And let it be ob- 


thority, and wrote by 


| a 1 Names they now bear. 


y Age ſerved St. Paul's Epiſtles (in which he fo 
Chrilt: BY frequently aſſerts his Power of working Mi- 
ties g racles) make up a great Part of thoſe which 
- 7 were ſo received. 

irect- 


* See Grotius on the Truth of the Chriſtian Re- 
livion, Book III. and Le Clerc's zd Diſſertation on the 
Writers cf tte Goſſ el. Le Clerc: Harm. of the Gofpets, 
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3. There are not only in theſe Chriſtian 
Writers References to thoſe Books, but their 
own Writings are exactly agreeable to the 
Subſtance and Scheme of Things contained 
in theſe Books, as far as relates to Chriſt's 
Birth, Life, Doctrine, Miracles, Predic- 
tions, Death, Reſurrection, Aſcenſion to 
Heaven, Miſſion of the Holy Spirit, Go- 
vernment of his Church, the Sacraments of 
his Appointment, his final Appearance to 
raiſe the Dead, and judge the World. 
Theſe, and ſuch like grand Foundation Parts 
of Chriſtianity, are related by divers Au- 
thors, about 60 Years after Chriſt's Death ;* 
and a very great part of the New Teſta- 
ment is actually quoted and incorporated in- 
to the Writings of ſome of the ancient Fa- 
thers, particularly Jreneus. Indeed there 
are ſo many Quotations in the Writers, that 
immediately followed the Apoſtles, or thoſe 
who converſed with them, as plainly ſhey 
the full Agreement between the Scriptures 
in their Days and ours, 

4. The early Diſperſion of theſe Books 
among all Chriſtians, of different Nations 
and Languages, and the Agreement which 
is now ſeen to be among them, as appears 
by looking into thoſe various Copies and 
ancient Manuſcripts of the New Teſtament. 


See the genuine Npiſtles of the Apoſtolical Fathers, 
tranſlated by Vale, and the ingenious and learned Dr. 
 Lardner's Extracts from ancient Authors, &c. in his 
Credibility of the Goſpel Hiſtory. 
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5. The early ſettling the Canon of Scrip- 
ture in a ſolemn Council held at Laodicea, 
cir. A. D. 357. (J. S. S. Concilia Tom. 
pr. p. 1507.) and the Attempts of the 
Heathens to deſtroy theſe Writings, and 
the Brand ſet upon thoſe Chriſtians who de- 
livered them up to avoid Perſecution, hav- 
ing the Name of Traditores given them by 
way of Infamy. 

Laſtly, the manner of handing theſe 
Books down from Age to Age, prevents any 
Miſtake about them; being from that time 
to this publickly read in the Church, and 
the principal Facts commemorated by Faſts 
and Feaſt Days by ſignificant Symbols, 
as in Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper, Mi- 
niſters ſet apart to read thoſe Books, and 


teach the Doctrines contained in them — the 


ſummary of the Chriſtian Faith contained in 
the Creed, Sc. Theſe, and many 
other Things which might be mentioned * 
bring in concurrent Evidence to this Truth ; 
That the Writings of the New Teſtament 
which we now have, are the very ſame that 
the Chriſtian Church had from the Beginning. 
Lou might be led further to attend to the 
Internal Evidence for the Genuineneſs of 
theſe Books, ariſing from Acquaintance with 
the Hiſtory of the Times wherein Chriſt 
lived, F — Alſo the manner of writing, 


See what has been faid Chap. 5. Sect. 3, relating 
to this Point. 


See Lardrer's Goſpel Credibility, Vol. TJ. 
which 
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which diſcovers the greateſt Probity and 
Honeſty in the Writers, but theſe Things 
would carry us too far. — Remember that 
you may receive (if you will be at pains to 
ſearch for it) abundant Evidence for the New 
Teſtament's having been wrote as- early as 
the firſt Age of Chriſtianity, and by Apo- 
ſtles, and apoſtolic Men. Conſider in 
the next place a few Things, which will 
ſhew that the holy Writers of theſe Books 
certainly wrote the Truth without dil. 
pute they were capable Judges of Facts by 
their own Senſes, or by Evidence from thoſe 
who had received ſenſible Proof And 
you may be ſatisfy*d they wrote the Truth, 
becauſe they wrote for Perſons who were 
Judges of the Truth of what they ſaid, ei. 
ther by perſonal Knowledge, or by the ea- 
ſieſt Methods of Information, by enquiring 
whether ſuch and ſuch Facts were done or 
not, which not having been long before, 
they might eaſily ſatisfy themſelves concern- 
ing. And then the State of Perſecution, 
which the firſt Chriſtians were in, would 
lead them to expect the cleareſt Evidence a 
bout the Truth of that, for which they were 
about to renounce the Religion of their Edu- 
cation, Family, Friends, and Country; ad 
to riſk Name, Eſtate, and Life, without 
any Equivalent in this World. We may 
be ſure Men will have full ſatisfaction, be- 


* Vide That excellent Work, Baxter's Reaſons f 
the Chriſtian Religion, Vol. II. p. 119, p. 242. and 
his Saint or a Brute, p. 672 /cg. 
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ings fore they will ſacrifice all that is ſo dear to 
that MW chem : Therefore we may be ſure that the 
1s to Ml firſt Chriſtians were fully ſatisfied on this 
New Head. Indeed it may be further obſerved 


y as Ml that they give the ſtrongeſt Marks of their 
Apo- Wl Sincerity and Honeſty in all they write re- 
er in IM lating their Jewiſh Prejudices — erroneous 
will W Opinions—wrong Conduct, Sc. which can- 
ooks not be fairly referred to any other Cauſe, 
: dil- chan their regard to Truth and Duty. 
ts by Add to this, if they had not been fully per- 
thoſe Wl ſuaded of Chriſt's divine Miſſion, and that 
- And he would reward them hereafter for all their 
"ruth, Sufferings, they could not (from the very 
were Make of human Nature, which neceſſi- 
d, ei. tates a Man to purſue ſomething under 
he ca- Wi the Notion of Happineſs) have undergone 
uiring ſuch ſore Evils as they did, and perſiſted 
one or i patient and vigorous to the Death. And as 
before, Wl lure as they were of Chriſt's divine Miſſion, 


ncern- Wt ſo ſure they muſt have been of the Neceſ- 
cution, ¶ ſity of Truth and Honeſty ia all their Words, 
would Wt Writings, and Actions, as Qualifications for 
ence a- acceptance with a God of Truth, and as 
y were Terms for receiving the Reward they hoped 
ir Edu- for; for it was an Article of their Faith that 
1 ; add Hall Liars are to be excluded from Heaven. 
without N Now the Happineſs of Heaven was the only 
ſe mai KNeward they expected for all their Selt-de- 
on, be- WWOials, and Sufferings unto Death. There- 
caſons of Wore you may be ſure they took care not to 
4. a Wooſe their All by allowing themſelves in 


fore I Propa- 
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propagating Lies and Deceit by Writing or 
any other way, x | 
9. Should you not from theſe ſeveral 
Conſiderations laid together, conclude that 
the holy Scriptures of the New Teſtament 
are ſafely handed down to us, and are the 
ſame as at firſt they were ? 
A. I ſee not how any Books can be tranſ- 
mitted with more clear and ſtrong Evidence 


of their Genuineneſs ; nor what more can 


be deſired to ſatisfy an honeſt Enquirer of 
the Truth of theſe Writings, and that they 
are come down ſafely to us. 

Q: Should you not conclude from hence 
that all, which is related by ſuch Perſons, is 
certainly true, and (as they were authoriſed by 
Chriſt) that what they wrote ought to direct 
our Faith and Practice. Thus you have been 
aſſiſted to ſee ſome of the Evidence, which 
may be brought to prove that the Scriptures 
of the New Teſtament were wrote by thoſ: 
Apoſtles and Followers of Chriſt, whoſe 
Names they bear: And moreover, that 
they had a ſacred Regard to Truth in al 
they wrote; and thus their Authenticneſs and 
Value appear, when conſidered in no other 
View but what is common to other Writings, 
But there is another Conſideration to be taken 
into the Account before us; which is, that theſe 
Authors were the Meſſengers of Jeſus Chriſt, 
ſet apart to teach and eſtabliſh his Religion 


in the World, and therefore were under the 


Guidance 


hence 
ons, 13 
ed by 
direct 
e been 
which 
ptures 

thoſc 
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Guidance of the Spirit of God, and fo their 
Writings are of divine Authority; the Evi- 
dence of which I ſhall (tho' in a very brief 
manner) aſſiſt you to perceive, © 


S EZ r. II. 
Divine Authority, &c. 


OT only are you to regard the 
holy Scriptures of the New Te- 
ſtament as the Writings of knowing (in re- 
card to what they relate) and honeſt Men, 
but alſo I might lead you much further, 
and ſhew that the Apoſtles, &c. were under 
divine Guidance in what they wrote; and 
therefore theſe Books are not to be regarded 
only as the Writings of very honeſt and up- 
right Men, but as the Word of God. That 
they were under ſuch Direction, when they 
wrote, you may eaſily conclude. For, 

1. I appeal to your own Judgment, whe- 
ther 1t be not reaſonable to think that when 
God had given ſuch abundant Teſtimony 
to Jeſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles, as has been 
ſhewn, he would take care that the princi- 
pal Things done and taught by Chriſt and 
his firſt Followers ſhould be committed to 
Writing for the Information and Direction 
of thoſe who ſhould live in after Ages? 
Hence ariſes a Preſumption that there were 
Books wrote by ſome of Chriſt's Apoſtles, 

— which 


Tutor. 
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which contained an Account of his Life, 
Actions, and Doctrines; and it has appeared 
matter of Fact that ſoit wag— » +» 
9, I ask again, 2dly, Is it not moſt res. 
ſonable to conclude that thoſe Perſons, who 
were extraordinarily -afliſted to pr: ach the 
Goſpel, and ſpread it in the World by their 
perſonal Labours and Ward of Mouth, ſhould 
be helped alſo by the ſame Spirit, whe 
they wrote for the Eſtabliſhment and Spread 
of Chriſtianity to the Ends of the Earth, 
and the End of Time? 
2. If they received the Spirit of Trut 
to lead them into all Truth, mayn't you 
be ſure they were under his Direction Whet 
they role, as well as when they tang 
the Goſpel ?— 
You lee therefore jt is natural to conclud 
that God having ſent his Son to teach in 
ſave the World. and having borne miracs 
lous Teſtimony to him, would take car 
that the Sum of his Religion, and the Ex 
dence on which the Truth of it was founded 
ſhould be preferved in the World by a ſum 
Way than — Tradition Cc. and no better 
way can be thought of than by Books v 
by Perſons who were perſonally concerned 
about theſe Matters; and who were eithe 
Eyc-witnefIts, or received their Intelligena 
from thoſe who were. And it is no leſs o- 
tain that thoſe Perſons, who were under it 
Guidance 
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Guidance and Influence of God's holy Spi- 
rit, to the End they might effectually pro- 
pagate the Chriſtian Faith, would be enabled 
to do it by Friting as well as Speaking, by 
compoſing Hiſtories as well as verbally re- 
Jating them; by writing Letters to the 
Churches as well as viſiting them. This is 
ſo apparent, that nothing more need be ſaid 
on it, 
I ſhall therefore only aſk you whether you 
remember any Declarations of our bleſſed 
Lord, relating to his Diſciples receiving 
"Truth WM the Spirit of God to be their Comforter, 
n't yon Teacher, and Guide, in propagating his Re- 
1 when I ligion ? 4 
taugt 2, Da you remember any Paſſages to this 
1 WL Purpoſe? If you do not, you may turn 
onclude (not to mention more) to no leſs than four in 
ch an( our Lord's Diſcourſe with his Diſciples, 
mirac» Wl jaſt when he was going to be parted from 
them by Death (which makes them the more 
remarkable) Jobn xiv. 16, 17, and 26, Here 
we find Chriſt declares that the Holy Ghoſt 
ſhould be ſent of God, was to dwell with 
them, and be in them; and ſhould teach 
them all Things, and bring all Fhings to 
their Remembrance which he had ſaid unto 
them, John xv, 26. Here it appears that the 
Spirit of Truth which. proceedeth from the 
Father was to be with them, and was to te- 
ſtify of Chriſt, So again, John xvi. 7—16. 
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Hence it appears Chriſt's Diſciples were to 
be directed and guided by this Spirit, and 
Chriſt was to be glorified by him, &c. 
therefore you may be ſure they were directed 
;n all they taught (for the propagating of his 
Religion in the World) by the holy Spirit of 
God; and therefore you may be certain they 
were in compoſing thoſe Writings which 
were the beſt, if not the only natural Means 
of conveying down to future Generations the 
Knowledge of Chriſt and his holy Religion, 
and the Evidence given of the Truth of it; 
that therefore the Writings of the New Te- 
ſtament are of divine Authority, and are to 
be regarded as the Writings or Word 
Ged, being compoſed uncer the Direction 
of his divine Spirit.“ 

2. Should you no: deci daily read 
theſe Scriptures with a religious regard ? 

©. Will you not be chargeable with great 
Contempt of God and the Redeemer, and the 
holy Spirit, if you neglect to meditate on thoſe 
Things which have been wrote under the 
Direction of the Spirit of God? 

A. Yes, I own it will be caſt ing Contempt 
upon them if I neglect my Bible. 

But _—_— my I fight my Health, my Friends, my 

ood, 
Than the favert Poges of my Saviour and my God! 
To conclude, remember therefore that St. 


Pau! (who was caught under the n, of 
ls 


* 
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re to this Spirit) inſtructed young Timotby, Continue 
, and W 7bou in the Things which thou haſt leur ned and 
Sc. boft been aſſured of, kn of whom" thoxt 
efted ff learned them ; and that from a Child thou 
of his WM 5% Fnown the boly Scriptures, which are alle 
irit of i mate thee wiſe unio Salvation, thro* Faith 
1 they Ml which is in Chriſt Jeſus: All Scripture is given 
which Wl i» Inspiration of God, and is profitable for 
Means Dof7rine, for Reproof, for Correction, for In- 
ns the Fruction in Righteonſueſs ; that the Man of 
igion, Wl God may be perfect, thoroughly furniſhed 
of it; Ml ano all good Works, 2 Tim. iii. 14, 15, 
Te. 16, 17.— | , 


ord if APPLICATION. 


rection Be ſure therefore regard the holy Scrip- 

tures of the Old and New Teftament, as 
y read Books wrote under the Influence and Dircc- 
don of God's holy Spirit.“ Attend there- 
1 great M 3 fore 


n thoſe Bl Nothing has been ſaid in Proof of the divine Au- 
ler the ority of the Old Teſtament, becauſe it would make 
tie Work longer, and becauſe it appears leſs-ncedful, 

Ince its Authority-is ſufficiently eſtabliſhed ; by conſi- 
ntempt Mering that the Lord Jeſus refers to it as of divine Au- 
— (appcaling to it as containing the Will of God) 
by conſidering al ſo the Prop hecies it contain: The 
ow” Paſſage of St. Paul, 2 2 ii. 14 /eq. ſettles the 
Point alſo; and it is very remarkable that our Savi jour 
before he left the World, ſet himſelf to explain the Senſe 
of the Old Teſtament to his Diſciples, Lute xxiv, 25, 
7. And beginning at Moſes and all the Prophets, he 
Vounged unto them in all the Scriptures. the Things gan, 
; cerning. 


Ss a 


126. RELIOGIOUS EXERCISES? — 
fore to them, my young Friend, with. Dili. 
gence, Preparation, and Prayer; receive the 
Truths contained in them with Faith and 
Love; lay them up in your Memory and 
Heart, = by God's Grace, practice them 
in your Life, 10 they will become à ſure Means 
of temporal and eternal Happineſs, through 
Teſus Chrijt our Lord. 

For, to add no more, it is poſitively de- 
clared, Prov. xiii. 13. Whoſo deſpiſcth the 
Word ſhall be deſtroyed ; but be that fearetb 
(1.e. reverently ſummits to) the Commandment, 
hall be rewarded. 

See the Caſe repreſented clearly in the whole 
firſt Pſalm: And may God of his infinite 
Mercy make you a brigh! Example of ſo 
much of it, as the following degant L Line 
contain, 

« He, hike a Wen of generous Kind, 
% By living Waters fer, 

Safe from the Storms and 'blating Wind,. 
* Eryoys a peaceful State. 

«© Green as the Leaf, and even fair, 
4 Shall his Profeſſion ſhine ; 

„While Fruits of Holineſs a 


« Like Cluſters on the ine,” 
Py. i. Dr. Watt. 


cerning himſ:1f. This he did in ſo aſſecting a Manne 
as raiſed the higheſt —_— in his two Hearers, ſo ta 
nf would not part with him (ver. 29, 32.) and d 
arance to the Eleven, he refers them to ti: 

4 21 Moſes, the Prophets, and the Pſalms (ver. 4 
and opened their Underſtanding that they might «nr 
ftand the Scriptures, (ver. 45.) All which proves 
n the Old Feſtament to be of divine 3 
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Or in Jonxsrox's charming Dreſi. | 
% Arboris in morem ſurget, felicibus auris, 
* Quz viret, ad ripam lene fluentis aquæ; 
Cui tempeſtivis curvantur brachia pomis, 
* Nullaque vernantes decutit-aura comas : 
« Illivs adfpirans votis clementia cceli 
Omnia propitio ſidere cœpta reget. 
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Remar kable Providences and: the Wicked, 
in their Puniſhment; and the Religious in 
their Deliverance, from holy. Scripture. - 


Y Puniſhment is. greater than 1 
can bear 
The Antediluvians, whoſe Wickedneſs was 


Cain. 


| exceeding great, and they periſhed by 


the Deluge. 

Inhabitants of Sedam ard Gomarrab, con- 
ſumed by Fire and Brimſtone from hems. 

Pharaoh and the Egyptrans viſited with. 
Plagues, and at laſt drowned in the Red Sea. 

The Spies that brought up evil Report of 
the Land of Canaan, all died of the Plague 
before the Lord; but Joſbua and Caleb lived. 
Numb. xiv. 37. 

Korab, Dalban, and Abiram, for their 
wicked Rebellion againſt God, were * 

e 


128 Ar#ztnpix l. 
ed up by the Earth's cleaving aſunder that 
was under them, Numb. xvi. 31, ſeq. 

Aadoni-bezek forced to own the = Judg- 
ment of God upon himſelf. Judges i. 7 
Ab/alom, by moſt unrighteous Means, 
aiming to dethrone his Father, was hung in 
an Oak and flain, and his Body caſt into a 
Pit. 2 Sam. xviii. 

Wicked King ab, tho” diſguiſed, was 

ſlain in Battle; and the Dogs licked his 
Blood in the Place where they bad licked 
the Blood of Nabotb. 1 Kings xxl. 19. 
compar'd with chap. xxii. 38. 
Add to thefe the Hiſtory of Abaz, Sa. 
nucherib, Manaſfeb, Nebuchadnezzar, Fr. 
ſhazzar, Judas the Fraitor, Ananias and 
Sapphira, &c. and judge whether the Al- 
mighty has not given the fulleſt Evidence 
of his being a Sin-hating 80d 

On the other band that he loves the Righ- 

reous. 
Noah was food when the World was 
drowned, for he walked with God, and was 
a juſt Man, and found Grace in the Eye 
of the Lord. Gen. vi. 8, 9. 

Righteous Lot was ſaved, and the City Zoar 
at his Interceſſion. Gen. xix. 2 Pet. ii. 7, 8. 

Mofes. and the Children of Vael were 
brought fafe out of Egypt. Exod. xv. 

Caleb and Jaſbua ſurvived all the Mur- 
murers, and were — of the Land of 

- "Canaan. 
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Canaan. Foſhua xiv. 6—15. [A Paſſage 

that deſerves to be wrote on the Heart.] 
David was carried thro? all his Dangers, 

and ſeated on the Throne of all Yael. 


2 Sam, vii. | 


Elijah was fed by Ravens, preſerved from 
all Attempts againſt his Life, and at laſt 
taken up miraculouſly into Heaven. 2 Kings 11.- 

The pious Kings of Judab were remark- 
ably ſuccoured of God in all their Straits, 
vis. Aſa, Jeboſapbat, Hezekiab, Joſiah, Cc. 
[The whole 2d Book of Chronicles ſhould 
be often read.] Daniel alſo was ſaved: from 
the Lion's Den; the three Children from 
the fiery Furnace; St. Peter from Priſon, 
when faſt bound with two Chains to two Sol- 
diers, As xii. St. Paul, when all Men for- 
look him, and he was in Danger by the 
Mouth of the Lion [Nero] the Lord ſtood 
by him and ſtrengthened and delivered him, 
2 Tim, iv. 16, 17. See more in Appendix 
IV. under the Head of Miracles wrought for 
the Deliverance of the Apoſtles 3 and con- 
lult, 2 Corin. vi. 4—11. ' 2 Corin. xi. 23 
30. 2 Tim. iii.] 
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A brief View of ſome of our Saviour's mighty 
. Works. 


E healed all manner of Sickneſſes, and 
all manner of Diſeaſes among the Pro- 
ple; and his Fame went throughout all H. 
ria: And they brought unto him all fick 
People that were taken with divers Diſeaſes 
and Torments, and thoſe which were poſ- 
ſeſſed with Devils, and thoſe which were 
Lunatick, and thoſe which had the Pally; 
and he healed them. Matth. iv. 23, 24. 
They brought unto him many that were 
poſſeſſed with Devils, and he caſt out -the 
Spirits with his Word, and- healed all that 
were Sick. Matth. viii. 16. | 
When he came into the Land of Germ 
ſaret, they ſent out into all the County 
round about, and brought unto him all that 
were diſeaſed, and they beſought him that 
they might only touch the Hem of bis Gar- 
ment; and as many as touched were made 
perfectly whole. Matth. xiv. 35, 36. 
Great Multitudes came to him when be 
was aſcended up into a Mountain, and brought 
with them the Lame, Blind, Dumb, Maim- 
ed, and ſome others, and caſt them dom 
8 4 
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at Jeſus's Feet, and he healed them: Inſo- 
much that the Multitude wondered when 
they ſaw (when they found) the Dumb to 
k ſpeak, Cc. Maith. xv. 30, 31. Nay, in 
nigbey the Temple at Zeru/alem, the Blind and the 
Lame came to him, and hehealed them. Mat. 

xxi. 14.— To add no more under this gene- 

„ and Wl ral Repreſentation, he conveyed the ſame Pow- 
e Peo- er to his 12 Apoſtles, and the 70 Diſciples ; 
all H- be gave them Power againſt unclean Spirits, 
1 fick and to heal all manner of Sickneſs, and all 
iſeales WE manner of Diſeaſe. Matt. x. 1. and Luke 
re po-: x. 1. — For ſome of the particular Mira- 
} were cles recorded, conſider the following. 
Pally 3 Ten Lepers at once healed by him 


,. 


A 


24. Woman that had labour'd under an Iſſue of 
t were BY Blood 12 Years, healed by only touching 
out the the Hem of his Garment A Man that 
all that BY had an Infirmity 38 Years, and had waited 


at the Pool of Betheſda, was reſtored to Health 
at his Word A Nobleman's Son reco- 
vered from a moſt dangerous Fever at the 
point of Death, by Chriſt's Word, tho' he 
was far diſtant from him he Daugh- 
er of the Syropheniciay Woman diſpoſſeſſed 
lo by his — and the Centurion's 
Servant when he yet came not near them 
he Man born blind The Paralytick 
Man who was brought on a Couch to him, ſent 
away able to carry that on which he lay— 
He walked on the Sea—Calmed Tempetts 
nd Storms with his Voice Dryed up a 

| flouriſhing 
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carried to be buried 


in Prayer. 
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flouriſhing Fig-tree—Fed 4000 Men beſide 
Women and Children, with ſeven Loaves 


and a few little Fiſhes ; and on another Oc. 


caſion fed 5000 Men, beſide Women and 
Children, with five Loaves and two Fiſhes— 


He raiſed the Daughter of Jairus from her 


Death-bed The only Son of the Wi. 


dow of Naim from the Bier on which he lay, 
—And Lazarus ac- 


tually from the Grave, after he had been dead 


four Days —— He ſtruck all his Enemies, 
who came to ſeize on him in the Garden, 90 


the Ground, only by ſaying J am be !— 
He foretold that he would raiſe his own 


Body from the Dead in three Days, and 6 
he aroſe from the Dead on the third Day— 


_— — * at. 


APPENDIX Il. 
7 be Courſe and Manner of Cbriſt's Life, 


| FE was much in Prayer, retiring fo 
that End into private Places, and ſpent 
(it's likely more than) once a whole Night 


When he came up from being baptizec 
he kneeled down and prayed. ' | 
Fe prayed with his Diſciples, and taugi 
them to pray; and that Men ſhould pra 
always and never faint, and gave the * 
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eſt Example of it in his laſt Sufferings, pray- 
ing again and again, and when in an Agony * 


Oer praying more earneſtly 
. His Life was a conſtant Endeavour to glo- 


n nd c God his Father and to pleaſe him 
* So that he could ſay, My Meat is to do the 
m Xi Vin of him that ſent me, and to finiſh bis 


5 1 Work, John iv. 34. 1 do always thoſe Things 
e fa; that pleaſe him, John viii. 29. I ſeek not 
ny own Glory, John viii. 50. For I came 
n dea down from Heaven, not to do mine own Vill, 
hn but the Will of him that ſent me, John 
vi. 38. 
be bo His Converſation was moſt heavenly, ſpi- 
1 ritual, and improving; turning common Oc- 


currences into Fuel for religious Flame. 
Day He was eaſy of Acceſs to all Men, and 
_____. © cſpccially tender of the Humble and Peni- 
tent, and refuſed not to converſe with the 
chief of Sinners for their Converſion. 

His Days were filled up with teaching 
Men the Mind and Will of God : For which 


Life. End, he travelled through all Judea and 
ring ir — 2 and teaching in all their 
ind ſpeſl 44 — 

His Works towards Men were Works of 


Love and Mercy, in all wiſe Means for the 
Salvation of their Souls, and moſt chear- 
ful Readineſs to heal all their Diſtempers, 
tree them from the Power of evil Spirits, 
and aſſwage their Griefs—— Therefore he 


* And on the Croſs prayed for his Enemies. P 
| N ſaid 
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ſaid to the Widow mourning for her on 
_ dead, and about to be buried Mech 

And he actually wept himſelf in Sym. 
bub, with his Friends, Mary and 2 

he grieved, and ſighed, and wept. far 
— hardneſs of the Hearts of his Enemies; 
and beholding FJeruſalem he wept over it, 
ſaying, If Thou hadſt known, even Thou, 4 
leaſt in this thy Day, the Things which bela 
zo thy Peace; (that is, O that thou. had!) 
but now they are hid from thine Eyes. Luk: 
xix. 41, 42. 

On the Sabbath he was ſtrict in his regard 
to the publick Worſhip of God; for it vn 
bis Cuſtom to go into the Synagogue on the 
Sabbath-day. Luke iv. 16. 

He had the ſacred Oracles (the Word d 
God) in his Heart, and made uſe of then 
in the Temptations he met with from the 
Devil (Matt. iv. 3—11) and his Diſcourſe 
abounded therewith, and he ſent his Follos 
ers to ſtudy the ſame. 

He was mortified to this Life, patient 
. bore all Hardſhip ; ſtrenuouſly oppoſed: & 
perſtition, and human Corruptions in R 
ligion; moſt ſharply reproved Hypocrite 
and Teachers that were immoral; and dit 
as an attoning Sacrifice for Sin, the mol 
ſhameful painſul Death, and in Atteſtation 
the Truth of what he had taught. 


O glorious Image of the Father's Grace ! 
In him we find Whatever merits Praiſe. 
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Sym- APP E ND IX. IV. 
pt for A brief View of ſome of the Miracles wrought 


emies; by the Apoſtles. 

ver it, | 

bou; a Man lame from his Mother's Womb, 
p below who was carried and laid daily at the 


hadſt Gate of the Temple which was called Beau- 
Luke WW tiful, was reſtore4 to the free Uſe of his 
Libs, by Peter's ſaying to him: Iz the 
; regard il Name of FJeſus Chriſt of Nazareth, riſe up and 
r it vu walk. Acts iii. | | 
on the Ananias and Sapphira, for lying to the 
Holy Ghoſt, were ftruck with Death, 
Word d 47s v. | 
of then At Samaria St. Philip wrought many Mi- 
rom ur racles : Unclean Spirits crying with a loud 
Voice, came out of many that were poſ- 
ſeſſed by them; and many taken with Pal- 
| fies and that were lame, were healed, 
patieniſſi 47s viii. | hd 
oſed Sl Eneas of Lydda, had kept his Bed eight 
in e Years, and was ſick of a Palſy: And Peter 
ocrite aid unto him, Eneas, Jeſus Chriſt maketh 
and di bee <vhole : Ariſe and make thy Bed. And 
be aroſe immediately. Acts ix. 32.—36. 
Tabitha or Dorcas, a Woman full of good 
Works and Alms-deeds, was raiſed from the 
Dead by St. Peter, Acts ix. 36—43. 
8 Elymas 
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Elymas the Sorcerer, ſtruck blind by St. 
Paul for a Seaſon, becauſe he oppoſed the 


preaching of the Goſpel, and ſought to turn 


away the Deputy, Surgius Paulus, from the 
Faith. Acts xiii. 
A Cripple from his Birth, who never had 
walked, was at Lyſtra reſtored by St. Paul 
to his Limbs: He ſaid to him, & and up- 
right on thy Feet, and he leaped and walked, 
Afs xiv. 

A Damſel at Philippi poſſeſſed wih a Spi- 
rit, was diſpoſſeſſed by St. Paul's ſay ing to 


the Spirit, I command thee in the Name of 


Jeſus Chrift to come cut of her, Acts xvi. 
Eutychus, a young Man at Troas, raiſed 


from Death to Life by St. Paul. As xx. 


The Father of Publius, Governor of the 
Iſland of Melita, lying ſick of a Fever, and 
of a bloody Flux ; St. Paul entered where 
he was, and prayed and laid his Hands on 
him, and healed him. And others alſo which 
had Diſeaſes in the Iſland, came and were 
healed. Alls xxviii. 
In general it is related that, by the Hands 
of the Apoſtles (fo including all the Apoltles, 
but all their Acts are not recorded) were 
many Signs and Wonders wrought among 
the People Inſomuch that they brought 
forth the Sick into the Streets, and laid then 
on Beds and Couches, &c.—There came 


allo a multitude out ot the Cities round about 
: unto 
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onto Teruſalem, bringing ſick Folks, and 
them which were vexed with unclean Spirits; 
and they were healed every one. Alls v. 
12, 15, 16. 

And its declared that God wrought ſpecial 
Miracles by the Hands of Paul, &c. As 
xix. 11, 12. 

Its no leſs remarkable what Miracles God 

himſelf wrought in their Favour and for their 
Deliverance. — They were all filled with the 
extraordinary Power of the holy Spirit on 
the Day of Pentecoſt, ſo as to be enabled 
to ſpeak various Kinds of Languages, 
AA, ii. 
The Apoſtles were caſt into the common 
Priſon by the high Prieſt, and the Angel of 
the Lord by Night opened the Priſon-doors 
and brought them out, Acts v. 

Saul was miraculouſly converted, Acts ix. 

Herod caſt St. Peier into Priſon, and he 
was between two Soldiers bound with two 
Chains, and the Keepers before the Door 
kept the Priſon; and the Angel of the 
Lord was ſent (at the Time the Church was 
praying for him) and ſet him free, As. xii. 

At Lyſtra St. Paul was ſtoned to Death 
in the Opinion of all, but he roſe to Life, 
Ads xiv. Y 

Paul and Silas in the inner Priſon with 
their Feet faſt in the Stocks, ſing Praiſes 
unto God at Midnight; and ſuddenly an 
Earthquake fo ſhook the Foundation of the 

N 3 Priſon, 


» 
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Priſon, that all the Doors opened, and every 
ones Bands were looſed, Alls xvi. 
When all Hope that the Ship in which 


St Paul was Priſoner ſhould be ſaved was 


taken away, God gave him all that failed 


with him, and there was no Loſs of any 
Man's Life, As xxvii. 


Once more, when a Viper faſtened on 
his Hand, and thoſe around him concluded 
he was pnrfued by Vengeance, and was a 
Murtherer; looking when he would have 
ſwollen or fallen down dead ſuddenly, he 
received no hurt. As xxvill. 

After reading theſe Things, may the 
Reader ſay, (taught from above) in Milton; 


Lines. 


© Greatly infiruted F ſhall hence dhe; ; 
*« Greatly in Peace of Thought; and have my Fill 
© Of Know ledge, what this Veſſel can contain: 

„ Beyond which, was my Folly to aſpire! | 
«© Heneeforth I learn that to obey is beſt, 

And love, with Fear, the only God: to walk 

& As in his Preſence; ever to obſerve 

Eis Providence; and on him ſole depend. 

* Merciful over all his Works! with Good 

« Still overcoming Evil; and by ſmall 

be Acqpmpitking great Things; by Things deen 

— Wega 

„ Sybverting worldly ſtrong; and worldly wiſe 
By ſimply meek ; that ſutfering for Truth's 
Js Fortitude to higheſt Victory; 

« And to the Faithful, Death the Gate of Life 1 
„ Taught this by his Example, whom I now 

« Acknowledge my Redeemer ever bleſt!“ 
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EPITOME of the Work: To be 
committed to Memory. 


HO is a religious Perſon; and what 
are the Evidences for Natural and 
Revealed Religion ? 


He that fincerely aims to pleaſe the Lord, 
Reveres his holy Will, obeys his Word : 
With ſteady View regards his ſearching Eye, 
And fears to offend, becauſe the Lord is nigh. 
Excellence, Reaſon, Profit, all combine 
To draw our Souls to Service ſo divine, 
With ſtrong Neceflity, th' 4/mighty's Call; 
Woe to the Wretch that ſpurns, and lights them all! 
How fair the Proofs of an eternal Mind ; 
Moſt knowing, wiſe, all- powerful and kind ! 
The World around, from ev'ry Part, brings in 
Its Teſtimonial to this heavenly K:ng. 
What every Part declares, the whole reſounds 
With triple Accents, and harmonious Sounds ; 
A God! a God of Power and Love unknown! 
Adore, Theophilus, before his Throne. 
Joyous the Thought! 'tis he preſerves, and reigns 
O'er the wide Earth, and Nature's ſpacious Plains. 
Hence beautious Order, ſmiling Plenty, Peace; 
Hence Sinners find their Pain, good Men their Eaſe. 
Pair ſuits with Sia, with moral Good Delight : 
No greater Oppoſites than Wrong and Right. 
Be careful, Pfila, blend not Good with IIl, 
Fight not with Truth, againſt thy Maker's Will. 
Soals are immortal, Reaſon this deſeries, 
And ſets a future State before our Eyes; 
Where God will ſhine in Grace, and awful Ire, 
By Saints in Foy, and Sinners doom'd to Fire. 
Loſe not theie Truths: Vet ſet not down with theſe 
A mere Diſciple of a Socrates ; 

Embrace 
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Embrace the ſpecial Doctrine. Chriſt has taught, 
And glory in th' Effects his Death has wrought. 
O hearken to the Mefſage God reveal d. 
By his dear Son, wich his n ſeal'd. 


By various Prophecies minutely plan'd, 
Which all in him alone compleated ſtand: __ . 
His Perſon, Birth, his Love in Word and Deed, 


His Treatment, Temper, Death, and Life decreed: 
"© ITY 
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By Miracles he prov'd from whom he came, 
Gave Healing to the Sick, Limbs to the Lame; 
Sight to the Blind, and Speech unto the Dumb, 
Life to the Dead, and rais'd one from his Tomb. 

III. 
His Doctrine, and his Life, alike divine, 
In both the Luſtre of the Godhead ſhine ; 
And, by the Virtue of his Merits, when he died, 
Captives are freed, the Guilty juitify'd. 
IV. 


He verify'd Predi&ions of his oaun, 
Roſe from the Dead, and ſent his Spirit down: 
His Goſpel ſpread, and Miracles were done 
Where eber he ſent to make his Bleſſings known. 
Search for theſe Truths the Bible ſacred Page, 
Nor Sceptic grow, dear Philo, in this faithleſs Age. 
Theſe Records are divine, if ought is true, 
As all internal and external Proofs do ſhew ®. 


— 


Il can't ſatisfy myſelf without refering the inqui- 
fitive Reader to the excellent Performances of the truly 
Great and Reverend Mr} Baxter, in his Reaſons of the 
Chriſtian Religion, and more Reaſons for the Chriſtian 
Religion, &c. from whence the Author hath drawn 
much Light and Aſſiſtance, and is perſuaded conſcien- 
tious Enquirers would do ſo likewiſe. | 


. 
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ERRAT A. 


AGE 22, line 6, for and as, read and this as. 

p. 66, 1. 29, dele he. p. 100, in the Note, for 
19, read 195. p. 108, in fifth Line in the Note, after 
and were, read you, p. 111, I. 17, for Rea, read 
Reaſons, and 25, for hi, read his. p. 126, I. 12, for 
Summits, read ſubmits. 


This Day is publiſhed, Price & he fourth Edition of 
A BeLiever's Evipencs for HEAVEN; 
Or, A ſhort Eſſay for Chriſtian Comfort, or 


 Afpiritual Joy. Wherein, by the plaineſt and moſt fa. 


miliar Expreſſions, a weak Chriſtian may be able to 
make out his Title to the heavenly Inheritance; or to 
make his Calling and Election ſure. Sincerely attempted 
in order to enlarge the Heart of a true Chriſtian, to run 
the Ways of God's Commandments ; and render the 


' Yoke of Chriſt eaſy, and his Burden light; and make 


way for a true Believer's comfortable Death. 
By WILLIAM NOTCUTT.. 
Ifaiah xi. 1. Comfort ye, comfort ye my People, ſaith 
your God : Speak ye.comfortably to — 5 
2 Cor. xii. 5. Examine yourſelves whether you be in 
the Faith, prove your own ſelves. | 3 
Printed for R. HeTrT, at the Bible and Crown in 


the Poultry, 


Alſo may be had, juſt publiſhed, 

Thirteen Sermons on the following Subjects; vix. 
Of the Worth of the Soul, and the Folly of loſing it. 
On divine Providence. Of the Connection between 
Faith and Salvation. The Wiſdom of worldly Men, a 
Reproof to that of good Men. Of the Government of 
the Spirit. Of the prevailing Love of Pleaſure. Of 
Declenfions in Religion. Of the Abuſe of national 
Privileges. By JOHN BARKER. Price 4 5. 

Sacramental Exerciſes. In two Parts. 1. The Chr- 
ſtian's Employment before, at, and after the Lord“ 
Supper. 2. The Chriſtian's Conduct in his After-Life, 
By Jabex Earle, D. D. The fourth Edition. Price 1. 

A Vindication of the Scripture- Doctrine of Original 
Sin, from Mr. John Taylor's free and candid Examina- 
tion of it. Price 13. 6 4. 

The Doctrine of Original Sin, as laid down in the 
Aſſembly's Catechiſm explained, proved to be agreeable 
to Scripture and Reaſon, and vindicated *8 a Truth of 
the greateſt Importance: With ſome plain expreſs Tel: 
timonies of Chriſtian Writers before Auguſtine. By 
Samuel Hebden, of Wrentham. Price 15. 1 
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